Reformation Sunday
October 25, 2026
10:30 a.m.

Jesus  Christ
o ol i BELIEVE.

ROMANS 3:22, NIV



This day invites the daughters and sons of the Reformation to celebrate the
perennial source of reform in the church: the Word of God and the sacraments of
forgiveness and new life. Indeed, when the church welcomes a new member in Holy
Baptism or gathers around the table of Holy Communion, the Holy Spirit's reforming
labor continues among us.

This is a day to acknowledge that our souls are captive to the Word of God, that
we share the life of Christ with other Christians through Holy Baptism, and that we
are urged by the Holy Spirit to pray for the ongoing renewal of the church in our
day.

WELCOME

PRELUDE

INVOCATION
(P) Inthe name of the Father and of the X Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 46:1a, 2a; Romans 3:23-24a; John 8:31b-32

(P}  Godis our refuge and strength;
therefore we will not fear.

(P}  All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

and are justified by His grace as a gift.

(P} If you abide in My word, you are truly My disciples,

and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 119:90b; John 8:34; Psalm 119:94a;
John 8:31

(P} Lord, You have established the earth, and it stands fast.
All creation is sustained by Your Word and made to serve Your
holy purposes.

(Pl And yet, we can ignore or defy Your Word and fail to pursue Your purposes.
Everyone who commiits sin is a slave to sin, and we seek Your
freedom.

(P} For our sins of thought, word, and deed, for our action and inaction, for our
inborn sinfulness and failures of faith, we beg for mercy for the sake of You
Son, Jesus Christ.

I am Yours; save me.
Pause for silent reflection

(P} By grace God has created each of us and everything that exists, and in the
person of His Son entered our history and paid for our every sin and sin itself. In
Christ’s resurrection, God’s promises have been made sure. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the X Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. The Lord of hosts is with us! The God of Jacob is our

fortress!

Stand
GREETING OF PEACE Share a greeting of peace with those around you.



SERVICE OF THE WORD

HYMN “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” LSB 657
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1A might -y  for - tress is our God, A sword and shield vic -
2 No strength of ours can match his might. We would be lost, re -
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to - rious; He breaks the cruel op - pres - sor’'s rod And wins sal -
ject - ed. But now a cham-pion comes to fight, Whom God Him-
vour us, We trem-ble not, un- moved we stand; They can - not
fear it; For God Him-self fights by our side With weap-ons
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va - tion glo - rious. The old sa - tan - ic foe Has sworn to
self e-lect - ed. You ask who this may be? The Lord of
o - ver-pow’r us. Let this world’s ty - rant rage; In bat - tle
of the Spir - it. Were they to take our house, Goods, hon - or,
H . . ,
A— P ———r pa— - - il il —] —
et =
work us woe. With  craft and dread - ful might He
hosts is  He, Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord, God’s
we’ll en - gage. His might s doomed to fail; God’s
child, or spouse, Though life be wrenched a - way, They
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arms him - self to fightt On earth he has no e - qual.
on - ly Son, a-dored. He holds the field vic-to -  rious.
judg - ment must pre - vaill One lit - tle word sub - dues him.
can - not win the day. The King-dom’s ours for - ev er!

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002511 Tune: Public domain

GREETING

[P] The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Luri have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Luri have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us
pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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@1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther's Son, we  pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good- will from God in  heav - en Pro- claimed at  Je-sus'  birth!

0 Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way
For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;

We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Have mer - cy on  us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart -felt  cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,

Our tlmnksfut Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther's glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
@) The Lord be with you. @ And also with you.
(P} Letuspray.P) Almighty God, gracious Lord, pour out your Holy Spirit
upon your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and
comfort them in all temptations, defend them against all their enemies, and
bestow on the Church your saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
Sit

Children are invited to meet by the Cross for the Children’s Lesson.

FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 31:31-34

In contrast to Judah's sin, which Jeremiah describes as "engraved on the tablet
of their hearts" (17:1), the prophet envisions a future day when the law will be
written "on their hearts" (31:33). To know God in this way is to have a direct and
profound connection to God. Forgiveness of sins, which is so complete as to be
forgotten, is the motivating force for keeping the law.
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@ The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like
the covenant that | made with their ancestors when | took them by the hand
to bring them out of the land of Egypt--a covenant that they broke, though |
was their husband, says the LORD. But this is the covenant that | will make
with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: | will put my law
within them, and | will write it on their hearts; and | will be their God, and
they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to
each other, "Know the LORD," for they shall all know me, from the least of
them to the greatest, says the LORD; for | will forgive their iniquity, and
remember their sin no more.

@ This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND LESSON Romans 3:19-28

Martin Luther and other leaders of the Reformation believed the heart of the gospel was
found in these words of Paul written to the Romans. All people have sinned, but God offers
forgiveness of sins through Christ Jesus. We are justified, or put right with God, through
faith in Jesus.

@ Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are
under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world
may be held accountable to God. For "no human being will be justified in
his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the
knowledge of sin.

But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed,
and is attested by the law and the prophets, the righteousness of God
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no
distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they
are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his
blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness,
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously
committed; it was to prove at the present time that he himself is
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.

Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of
works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that a person is justified
by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

@ This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Stand
ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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Je -sus is the Christ, the Son of God
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@ Al-le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-In - ia.

HOLY GOSPEL (p) The Holy Gospel of John, chapter 8, beginning at verse 31.
Glory to You, O Lord.

True freedom is not related to ethnic distinctions or social class. Only Jesus can free us from
slavery to sin, and he does this through the truth of the gospel.

@) Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my

word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will
make you free." They answered him, "We are descendants of Abraham and
have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, 'You will be
made free'?"

Jesus answered them, "Very truly, | tell you, everyone who commits sin is a
slave to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the
son has a place there forever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be free
indeed.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.



APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Sit
MESSAGE



the dark - ness; At Thy

1 Thy strong word did cleave
2 Lo, on those who dwelt in dark - ness, Dark as
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light we thank Thee, While Thine or - dered sea - sons run.
Thy sal - va - tion, Breathed Thine own life - breath-ing breath.
press toward glo - ry, And our lives our hopes con - fess.
ev - er beam - eth All Thy  bright re - deem - ing light.
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Thee  who light dost  send! Al - le - lu - ia
Thee  who light dost  send! Al - le - lu - ia,
Thee  who light dost  send! Al - le - lu - ia,
Thee  who light dost  send! Al - le - Iu - ia
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al -le - lu - ial Al - le - lu - ia with - out end!
al -le - lu - ial Al - le - lu - ia with - out end!
al -le - lu - ial! Al - le - lu - ia with - out end!
al -le - lu - ia! Al - le - lu - ia with - out end!
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5 Give vs lips to sing Thy glory, 6  God the Father, light-creator,

Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, To Thee laud and honor be.
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, To Thee, Light of Light begotten,

Mouths to speak Thy holy name. Praise be sung ttemallv.‘_
Allelua, alleluial Holy Spirit, light-revealer,

May the light which Thou dost send
Fill our songs with alleluias,
e : MMortals, angels, now and ever
Alleluias without end! Praise the holy Trinity!

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002511
Tune: Public domain

Glory, glory be to Thee.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
[P] Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.

Other prayers are inserted here. Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to
which the congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.”

The prayers conclude:
[P] Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS

STEWARDSHIP MOMENTS

OFFERING
You may contribute online using the QR code or place a gift in
the offering plate at the door along with the interest sheet.

Op
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT Give Now

Stand
[P] Let us pray. Merciful Father,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have given us—
ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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PREFACE

[P] The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

[P] Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

[P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

[P] Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.

o] [—r—— —

I I I I |

Tru-ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

[P] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take,
eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

[P] In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
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LORD’S PRAYER

Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people
from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the
language or version closest to your heart.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
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(0) Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,

Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we  pray.
Sit

THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar to receive communion
elements along with an individual cup of wine or grape juice. Gluten-free available.
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1 Glo-ry be to God the Fa-ther, Glo - ry be to
2 Glo-ry be to Him who loved us, Washed us from each
3 Glo-ry to the King of an-gels, Glo - ry to the
4 Glo-ry, bless-ing, praise e - ter - nall Thus the choir of
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God the Son, Glo - ry be to God the Spir - it
spot and stain; Glo -ry be to Him  who bought us,

Church’s  King, Glo -ry to the King of na - tions;
an - gels sings; Hon - or, rich - es, powTr, do - min - ion!
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Great Je - ho - wvah, Three in One! Glo - ry,
Made us kings  with Him to reign! Glo - ry,
Heav’'n and  earth, your  prais - es bring! Glo - ry,
Thus its praise cre - a - tion  brings. Glo - ry,
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glo - ry While e - ter - nal a - ges run!
glo - ry To the Lamb that  once was slain!
glo - ry To the King of glo - 1y sing!
glo - ry, Glo - ry to the King of kings!

Text and tune: Public domain

[Pl The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

[P] Letus pray.

[P] O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in the Sacrament, and we ask
You not to forsake Your children but always rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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BENEDICTION
[P] The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.

[P] Go in peace; serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!

CLOSING HYMN “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” LSB 849
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1 Praise the One who breaks the dark - ness With
2 Praise the One who blessed the chil - dren With
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3 Let us praise the Word In-car - nate, Christ, who suf - fered
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Turn-ing blind-ness in - to sight. Praise the One who preached the
With the pierc -ing, two-edged sword. Praise the One who brings cool

That we may know God by grace. Let us sing

for joy and
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Gos - pel, Heal-ing ev - '’ry dread dis - ease, Calm-ing
wa - ter To the des - ert’s burn-ing From this
glad - ness, See - ing what our God has Let us
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storms, and feed-ing thou-sands With the ver - y Bread of peace.

Well comes liv - ing wa - ter, Quench-ing thirst

ev - ry land.

praise the true Re-deem-er, Praise the One who makes us one.

Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002511

Tune: Public domain

POSTLUDE
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Our Confession about Communion

Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body and blood
under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not mere symbols of
Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine, we receive in fact the body and blood of
Christ for  the forgiveness of sins.

We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through faith as
we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His resurrection and
ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the Gospel made visible and is
offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness."

We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus Christ and
in our love for one another.

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who have been instructed in the meaning of Communion;
have been baptized in the name of the Triune God; and concur in our confession.

Those who are not yet instructed or hold a confession different than this congregation may come
forward with their arms crossed across their chest to receive a blessing.

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors.

© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted with permission under CCLI #1534397; One License A-
703166.
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