Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
August 9, 2026
9:30 a.m.




"Lord, save me." One of the most ancient prayers of the liturgy is this cry of Peter in
today's gospel reading. Lord, save me. How many times in frightening moments have
we not shouted or murmured this simple prayer? Faced with a threatening situation
or devastating news, we recognize that left to our own devices we will not survive.
Such a moment of recognition signals our deep need for God's merciful presence in
our lives.

In the liturgy, we hear these words again. Lord, have mercy. Lord, to whom shall we
go? Come, Lord Jesus. In our singing and speaking of these words, we ask Christ to
strengthen our faith so that we might hear the cry for help in daily life and respond
with Christ's own words: Take heart; do not be afraid.

WELCOME

PRELUDE

INVOCATION
Stand

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
[P] Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But
if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel/ Remain Standing

Most merciful God,

[BWwe confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.

[P] Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ,
and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your
sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



GREETING OF PEACE Share a greeting of peace with those around you.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
HYMN “God, Whose Almighty Word” LSB 979
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Oh, now to hu - man-kind Let there be light!
And in earth’s dark - est place Let there be light!
Through the earth, far and wide, Let there be light!

Text and tune: Public domain

[P] The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

[P] The Lord be with you. And also with you.

[P] Let us pray. [P] Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear
than we are to pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us
the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is
afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except

through the merit of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sit
Children are invited to meet by the Cross for the Children’s Lesson.

FIRST LESSON Job 38:1-18 CEV
@@ 'From out of a storm, the Lord said to Job: Why do you talk so much when you

know so little? Now get ready to face me! Can you answer the questions | ask?
How did | lay the foundation for the earth? Were you there? Doubtless you
know who decided its length and width. What supports the foundation? Who
placed the cornerstone, while morning stars sang, and angels rejoiced? When
the ocean was born, | set its boundaries and wrapped it in blankets of thickest
fog. Then | built a wall around it, locked the gates, and said, “Your powerful
waves stop here! They can go no farther.” Did you ever tell the sun to rise? And
did it obey? Did it take hold of the earth and shake out the wicked like dust
from a rug? Early dawn outlines the hills like stitches on clothing or sketches on
clay. But its light is too much for those who are evil, and their power is broken.
Job, have you ever walked on the ocean floor? Have you seen the gate to the
world of the dead? And how large is the earth? Tell me, if you know!"'

@ Thisis the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND LESSON Romans 10:5-15 NIV

Paul is discussing how we may attain the righteousness that leads to salvation. One way, he
grants, would be to keep the law, but he has already shown that this is impossible. Then, he
proclaims the good news about "righteousness that comes by faith."

Rl 'Moses writes this about the righteousness that is by the law: “The person who
does these things will live by them.” But the righteousness that is by faith says:
“Do not say in your heart, “‘Who will ascend into heaven?'” (that is, to bring
Christ down) “or “‘Who will descend into the deep?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up
from the dead). But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth
and in your heart,” that is, the message concerning faith that we proclaim: If you
declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you
believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith
and are saved. As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put
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to shame.” For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord
is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, for, “Everyone who calls on
the name of the Lord will be saved.” How, then, can they call on the one they
have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have
not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And
how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are
the feet of those who bring good news!”'

R] This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Stand
ALLELUIA
0 . r
. H i — P — ——— ]
—1— e # — T 1 1
9] r ... I |4 =g
@ Al - le - In - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?

Al - le - lu - ia. You have the words of e - ter- nal life.

GOSPEL [P] The Holy Gospel of Matthew, chapter 14 starting at verse 22.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Matthew's Gospel typically portrays Jesus' disciples as people of "little faith," who fail
despite their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to these
disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them in their fear and doubt.

'Jesus quickly made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the
other side while He dismissed the people. After sending them away, He went up
into the hills to be alone and to pray. When evening came, He was there alone.
The boat, now many hundred yards from the shore, was troubled by the waves
because there was a headwind. Toward morning, He came to them, walking on
the sea. When the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were terrified. “It's
a ghost!” they said and they cried out in terror. Immediately He talked to them.
“Be courageous,” He said, “it is |. Stop being afraid.” Peter answered, “Lord, if it is
You, order me to come to You on the water.” “Come,” He said. So Peter got out
of the boat, walked on the water, and went toward Jesus. But when he saw the
wind, he was frightened and started to sink. “Lord, save me!” he cried. Quickly,
Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him. “How little you trust Me, He said to
him. “Why did you doubt?” When they stepped into the boat, the wind stopped.



And the men in the boat bowed down before Him and said, “You certainly are the
Son of God.” GWN

[P]  Thisis the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

MESSAGE



Stand

HYMN “Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me” LSB 715
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Text and tune: Public domain
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

[P] Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.

Other prayers are inserted here. Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to
which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.” The prayers conclude:

[P] Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS

SERVICE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER




OFFERING
You may contribute online using the QR code or place a gift in
offering plate at the door along with the interest sheet.

Op
OFFERTORY MUSIC Give Now

OFFERTORY SONG AND PRAYER
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Lord, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

[P] Let us pray. Merciful Father,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given
us—ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious
love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



THE PREFACE
The Lord be with you. k8 And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Itis indeed right ...
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Ho-san - na in the high - est Bless- ed is he who
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

(P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me.”

(P} Inthe same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”



LORD’S PRAYER

Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people
from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the
language or version closest to your heart.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

THE LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the orld; grant us peace, grant us peace.
Sit

THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar to receive communion
elements along with an individual cup of wine or grape juice. Gluten-free available.



HYMN “Be Still, My Soul” LSB 752
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Through thorn - y  ways leads to a joy - ful end.

His voice who ruled them while He dwelt be - low.

From His own full - ness all He takes a - way.

safe and bless - ed we shall meet at last.

Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
[P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in

his grace. Amen.

13



POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE AND PRAYER
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Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you
would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith towards you and in fervent love

toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION

[P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen.
[P] Goin peace; serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.



CLOSING HYMN “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” LSB 739
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1 Pre - cious Lord, take my hand, Lead me on, let me stand;

2 When my way grows  drear, Pre - cious Lord, lin-ger near,
3 When the dark - ness ap-pears And the night draws near
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1 am tired, 1 am weak, I am worn.
When my life is al - most gone,
And the day is al - most gone,
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Through the storm, through the night, Lead me on to the light.
I

Hear my cry, hear my call; Hold my hand Ilest fall.
At the riv - er I stand; Guide my feet, hold my hand,
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Take my hand, pre - cious Lord; lead me home.

Take my hand, pre - cious Lord; lead me home.

Take my hand, pre - cious Lord; lead me home.

Text and tune: © 1938 (renewed) Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., admin. Alfred Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.

110002511

POSTLUDE

*A note about the lessons

The Second (Epistle) Lesson for the summer will be taken from Paul’s
letter to the Romans. Each Sunday we will be reading another selection of the
letter, ending with chapter 14 on September 13.

The New Revised Standard Version is our usual translation for Scripture
reading in worship. In the weeks ahead, however, we will use other versions
and translations to highlight selected passages. No English Bible version is
‘perfect’ - though they all strive to be faithful to the original. Using a variety of
translations will help us get a different perspective on what the original Greek
text is trying to convey.
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Our Confession about Communion

1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body and blood
under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not mere symbols of Jesus'
body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine, we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for
the forgiveness of sins.

2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through faith as we
eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the Gospel made visible and is offered for those
who "hunger and thirst after righteousness."

3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus Christ and in
our love for one another.

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who:
a. has been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of the Triune God;
have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord and concur in our confession.
b. is not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and persistent form of
hatred, resentment or anger against any other person.
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors.

Thank you for worshiping with us!

MARTIN LLITH[R(HA*U.
“Christ- Students- Community Coming Together”

444 Abbot Road | East Lansing, M148823 | (517) 332-0778
www.martinlutherchapel.org
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