Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 30, 2026
10:30 AM

“WHOEVER WANTS TO

BE MY DISCIPLE MUST
DENY THEMSELVES
AND TAKE UP THEIR
GROS AND FOLLOW ME.”

MATTHEW 16:24, NIV
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WELCOME

HYMN SING Today, we will sing selected verses from hymns chosen by you, along
with time for prayer, scripture, a sermon, and communion. Anyone may choose a
hymn (title, number and hymnal) from the hymnals available and write it on the slip
of paper included in your bulletin. Place your selection in the basket near the
baptismal font and we’ll draw from them randomly throughout the service. Let’s
worship together in song!

FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 15:15-21

The book of Jeremiah contains six personal laments or complaints. Today's
reading is the second of these. Here the prophet complains that his faithful preaching of
the Word of God has brought him only angry violence from his hearers. While God
responds with a promise of support, note that God does not promise that Jeremiah's
task will be easy or painless.

@ O LORD, you know;
remember me and visit me,
and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.
In your forbearance do not take me away;
know that on your account | suffer insult.
Your words were found, and | ate them,
and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart;
for I am called by your name,
O LORD, God of hosts.
| did not sit in the company of merrymakers,
nor did | rejoice;
under the weight of your hand | sat alone,
for you had filled me with indignation.
Why is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed?
Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail.
Therefore thus says the LORD:
If you turn back, | will take you back,
and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless,
you shall serve as my mouth.
It is they who will turn to you,
not you who will turn to them.
And | will make you to this people
a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,



but they shall not prevail over you,
for I am with you
to save you and deliver you,
says the LORD.
| will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked,
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.

SECOND LESSON Romans 12:9-21 NIV

Paul writes to the Roman Christians who have experienced rejection and ridicule
as a result of their faith. He instructs them on how to live as Christians in an unfriendly
world.

R] Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to
one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal,
but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction,
faithful in prayer. Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those who
rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be
proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.
Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of
everyone. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Do
not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It
is mine to avenge; | will repay,” says the Lord. On the contrary: “If your enemy is
hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will
heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.

HOLY GOSPEL The Gospel from Matthew, chapter 16, verses 21-28.  NRSV

' From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem
and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes
and be killed and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to
rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” But he
turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” Then Jesus told his
disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and take up their
cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who
lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole
world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? “For the Son
of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay
everyone for what has been done. Truly | tell you, there are some standing here who
will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”"

MESSAGE



APOSTLES’ CREED

LORD’S PRAYER

THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar to receive communion
elements along with an individual cup of wine or grape juice. Gluten-free available.

Our Confession about Communion

1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true
(real) body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the
bread and wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the
bread and wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of
sins.

2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us
through faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion
and death, His resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again.
Communion is truly the Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger
and thirst after righteousness."

3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in
Jesus Christ and in our love for one another.

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who:

a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the
name of the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living
Savior and Lord, and concur in our confession;

b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful
and persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person.

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the
Pastors.
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