
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 23, 2026 

10:30 a.m. 
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At any time and in any place, the Christian may ask God to forgive sin that separates 
one from God and others. At the same time, it is good to remember that to be a 
Christian is to be united to a community that bears the wounds of sin and human 
folly. The worshiping assembly--as a community--confesses the truth of its own 
unloving words, thoughts, and deeds. And throughout the liturgy, it hears and feels 
and tastes the merciful and forgiving love of God: in the absolution, in the waters of 
baptism, in receiving the body and blood of Christ, in the words of forgiveness spoken 
by a friend or family member, in the sharing of the Peace. 
   These acts of confession and forgiveness in the liturgy are gifts of grace. How, then, 
might our words and actions extend this grace in daily life? 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE   
 

INVOCATION      
 Stand 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 

 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But 

if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 Kneel/ Remain Standing 

 Most merciful God, 

 We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name.  Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, 
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and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your 

sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
GREETING OF PEACE    Share a greeting of peace with those around you. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

HYMN  “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”  LSB 940 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
     

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 
 

  



4 

KYRIE   (Congregation sings “c” parts) 

 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

  The Lord be with you.      And also with you. 
  Let us pray.   God of all creation, you reach out to call people of all nations to 

your kingdom. As you gather disciples from near and far, count us also among those 

who boldly confess your Son Jesus Christ as Lord.   Amen. 
Sit 

Children are invited to meet by the Cross for the Children’s Lesson. 
 

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 51:1-6    NRSV 
In this text, the writer appeals to a people who seem apathetic, if not despairing. Isaiah 
reminds Israel that God's actions in the past (v. 2) are the basis for hope in the present. 

 
 'Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness,  

   you who seek the LORD .  
Look to the rock from which you were hewn  

and to the quarry from which you were dug.  
Look to Abraham your father  

and to Sarah, who bore you,  
for he was but one when I called him,  

but I blessed him and made him many.  
For the LORD will comfort Zion;  

he will comfort all her waste places 
and will make her wilderness like Eden, 

her desert like the garden of the LORD;  
joy and gladness will be found in her, 

thanksgiving and the voice of song.  
Listen to me, my people,  

  and give heed to me, my nation,  
 for a teaching will go out from me  

and my justice for a light to the peoples.  
I will bring near my deliverance swiftly;  

my salvation has gone out,  
and my arms will rule the peoples;  

the coastlands wait for me,  
and for my arm they hope.  

Lift up your eyes to the heavens  
and look at the earth beneath,  

for the heavens will vanish like smoke,  
the earth will wear out like a garment,  
and those who live on it will die like gnats,  

 but my salvation will be forever,  
and my deliverance will never be ended. ' 

    This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND LESSON  Romans 12:1-8    NIV 
Paul offers practical advice to the Roman Christians, suggesting new ways of relating to 
God, to the world, to the self, and to other believers. 

 
 'Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 

your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and 
proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 
God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. For by the grace given me I say to 
every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather 
think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has 
distributed to each of you. For just as each of us has one body with many 
members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we, 
though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We 
have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is 
prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then 
serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if 
it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show 
mercy, do it cheerfully. ' 

 

   This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

ALLELUIA 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL   The Holy Gospel of Matthew, chapter 16, beginning at verse 13.  

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

At a climactic point in Jesus' ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is "the Messiah, the 
Son of the living God," and Jesus responds by revealing his vision of the church. 
 

 'When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say the Son of Man is?” They answered, “Some say you are John the 
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Baptizer, others Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He asked them, 
“But who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of 
the living God!” Jesus replied, “Simon, son of Jonah, you are blessed! No human 
revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven revealed it to you. You are Peter, and I 
can guarantee that on this rock  I will build my church. And the gates of hell will not 
overpower it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you 
imprison, God will imprison. And whatever you set free, God will set free.” Then he 
strictly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. '  GW 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
  

APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
   And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died, and was buried. 
      He descended into hell. 
      The third day He rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended into heaven, 
       And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
  From thence He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy Christian Church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
MESSAGE 
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HYMN   “Built On The Rock”    LSB 645 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 
Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 
which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
Sit 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

SERVICE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

OFFERING 
You may contribute online using the QR code or place a gift in 
offering plate at the door along with the interest sheet.  

  
OFFERTORY SONG AND PRAYER 
 Stand 
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  Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

 we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given 
us—ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 
love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

THE PREFACE 
   The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 

  Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
    It is indeed right ... 
     we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 

  

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 
language or version closest to your heart. 
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 
 Sit 
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THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar to receive communion 

elements along with an individual cup of wine or grape juice. Gluten-free available.   

 
HYMN   “Take My Life”   ELW 583 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 Stand 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE AND PRAYER  

 

 

  Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you 
would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith towards you and in fervent love 

toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   Amen. 
   Go in peace; serve the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
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CLOSING HYMN  “The Church’s One Foundation”  LSB 644 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

POSTLUDE 
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Our Confession about Communion 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body and blood 
under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' 
body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine, we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for 
the forgiveness of sins. 
 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through faith as we 
eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the Gospel made visible and is offered for those 
who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus Christ and in 
our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
 a. has been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of the Triune God; 
have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord and concur in our confession.  
 b. is not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and persistent form of 
hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
 

 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us! 
 
 

 
“Christ- Students- Community Coming Together” 

444 Abbot Road | East Lansing, MI 48823 | (517) 332-0778 
www.martinlutherchapel.org 

*A note about the lessons 

The Second (Epistle) Lesson for the summer will be taken from Paul’s 
letter to the Romans. Each Sunday we will be reading another selection of the 
letter, ending with chapter 14 on September 13.  

The New Revised Standard Version is our usual translation for Scripture 
reading in worship. In the weeks ahead, however, we will use other versions 
and translations to highlight selected passages. No English Bible version is 
‘perfect’ - though they all strive to be faithful to the original. Using a variety of 
translations will help us get a different perspective on what the original Greek 
text is trying to convey. 


