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Christians have held a festival in honor of the Holy Trinity since the ninth century, 
when it was celebrated in French monastic communities. In the fourteenth century, 
the festival was added to the calendar and has been celebrated throughout the world 
since that time. 
   Every celebration of baptism and eucharist is a trinitarian celebration, just as every 
gathering "in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit" is done in union 
with the Sacred Three. 
   In the power of the Holy Spirit, the church gathers on Sunday--the day of 
resurrection--to offer thanksgiving to the Father for Christ's saving life given to us at 
the table of the word and the table of the eucharist. Listen carefully to the opening 
greeting, the baptismal "formula," the eucharistic prayer, and the final blessing: we 
are accompanied in life's journey by a community of persons. We are not alone. 
Indeed, the church is intended to be a sign in the world of the Holy Trinity's unity-in-
diversity. 
 

HYMN SING 
 

Today, we will follow a ‘Hymn Sing’ format. We’ll sing selected verses from 
hymns chosen by you, along with time for prayer, scripture, a sermon, and 
communion. Anyone may choose a hymn (title, number and hymnal) from any of the 
hymnals available and write it on the slip of paper included in your bulletin. Place your 
selection in the tray on the altar and we’ll draw from them at random throughout the 
service. Let’s worship together in song! 
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FIRST LESSON  Genesis 1:1--2:4a 

This creation story reached its current form during or after the crisis of the 
Babylonian exile of Israel. The writer makes profound declarations of faith concerning 
the world, human life, and God. This faith sees the world and humanity under the 
sovereignty of the God who redeemed Israel: it was Israel's God that was responsible for 
creation, not Babylon's. 

 

   In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was 
a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from 
God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, "Let there be light"; and 
there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the 
light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
   And God said, "Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it 
separate the waters from the waters." So God made the dome and separated the 
waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. 
And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the second day. 
   And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one 
place, and let the dry land appear." And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, 
and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it 
was good. Then God said, "Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding 
seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it." 
And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every 
kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it 
was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 
   And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day 
from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 
and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth." And it 
was so. God made the two great lights--the greater light to rule the day and the 
lesser light to rule the night--and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky 
to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to 
separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 
   And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let 
birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky." So God created the great 
sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the 
waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was 
good. God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in 
the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." And there was evening and there 
was morning, the fifth day. 
   And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and 
creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind." And it was so. God 
made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, 
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and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it 
was good. 
   Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; 
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, 
and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth." 
   So God created humankind in his image, 
      in the image of God he created them; 
      male and female he created them. 
God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth." God said, 
"See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the 
earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to 
every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that 
creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every 
green plant for food." And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and 
indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
sixth day. 
   Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on 
the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the 
seventh day from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day 
and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in 
creation. 
   These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were 
created. 

 
 

SECOND LESSON   2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
Paul concludes his painful letter to the troubled church at Corinth with a final 

appeal for these Christians to live in peace. His last words form a trinitarian benediction 
still used in Christian liturgy today. 

 

   Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, 
agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with 
you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 
   The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with all of you. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL comes from Matthew, chapter 28, beginning at verse 16. 

 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them. And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
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name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” 

 

MESSAGE 
 
HYMN   Thy Word Is a Lamp   LSB 973 
  

 
Text and Music: © 1984 Meadowgreen Music Co. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia 

Publishing House. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven, 
       And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
  From thence He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 
from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 
language or version closest to your heart. 
 

   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar to receive communion 

elements along with an individual cup of wine or grape juice. Gluten-free available.   
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HYMN    “You Are Holy” 
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Our Confession about Communion 
 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real)  body and blood 
under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' 
body and blood. When we receive the bread and  wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for 
the forgiveness of sins. 
 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through faith as we 
eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the Gospel made visible, and is offered for those 
who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus Christ and in 
our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
   a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of the Triune 
God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord, and concur in our 
confession;  
   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and persistent form of 
hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 
 

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
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