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AS WE GATHER 
 

Today, we observe the death of our Lord Jesus Christ on Calvary's cross.  While the 
name of the day may come from the phrase "God's Friday," it is, despite its horror, a 
good Friday.  Virtually since the very beginning of time, man's sin has infected the 
whole world.  Sin separates us from God and one another, sin turns us inward, sin 
brings upon us the penalty of death.  Today, we remember the cure for sin, the self-
giving sacrifice of Jesus in our place.  His death is the cure for our sin, the payment 
of our debt.   
 

INSTRUMENTAL PRELUDE 

P  Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy and solemn day, the Friday 

we call good, we are confronted with the serious nature of our sin, which 
made this day necessary.  It is right and proper for us to reflect on and 
confess our sinfulness. Let us join our voices to say "God, be merciful to 
me, a sinner." 

 

(A time of silence is observed to call to mind the specifics of our sin and prepare for 
confession.) 
 

P  Let us kneel and make confession of our sins. 

 
PSALM OF CONFESSION Psalm 51:1-9, 17 

 Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; 
according to Your abundant mercy blot out my 
transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin! 
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 
Against You, You only, have I sinned and done what is evil in 
Your sight, so that You may be justified in Your words and 
blameless in Your judgment. Behold, I was brought forth in 
iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. Behold, You 
delight in truth in the inward being, and You teach me 
wisdom in the secret heart. 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I 
shall be whiter than snow. Let me hear joy and gladness; let 
the bones that You have broken rejoice. Hide Your face from 
my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. . . . 
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and 
contrite heart, O God, You will not despise. 

(A time of silence is observed for reflection.) 
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P  God is merciful.  Even before we were aware of the burden of our sin, God 

planned our salvation.  He sent His only-begotten Son into this world of sin and 
made Him to be sin for us.  It was our sin that He bore to Calvary's cross.  It was the 
penalty for our sin that He endured.  And it was because of His sacrifice that our 
sins are forgiven.  As your called and ordained pastor, and at the command and 
promise of our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 
 

P  As God's forgiven children, we pray for the power of the Holy Spirit to 

amend our sinful lives and live for His glory: 
 

 
PSALM PRAYER Psalm 51:10-15  “Create in Me”  

 
continued on next page
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
 

P  Let us pray. Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our 

Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and delivered into the hands of sinful 
men to suffer death upon the cross; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 Amen. 
 

+ WORD + 
 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 52:13---53:12  

(Jesus is the Suffering Servant who gave His life for us.) 
 
(After the reading) 

R  This is the Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

P  Let us pray. 

 Merciful and everlasting God, You did not spare Your only 
Son but delivered Him up for us all to bear our sins on the cross.  
Grant that our hearts may be so fixed with steadfast faith in Him 
that we fear not the power of sin, death, and the devil; through the 
same Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.  
EPISTLE Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9  (Jesus the great high priest) 
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(After the reading) 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

P Let us pray. 

 Almighty and everlasting God, You willed that Your Son 
should bear for us the pains of the cross, and so remove from us the 
power of the adversary.  Help us so to remember and give thanks 
for our Lord's passion that we may receive forgiveness of sin and 
redemption from everlasting death; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “My Song is Love Unknown” LSB 430 
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BIDDING PRAYER 
R  Let us pray for the whole Christian Church on earth, that God would 
defend her from attacks by Satan, and keep her firmly on the foundation of Jesus 
Christ: 
Pastor: Almighty and everlasting God, in His death and resurrection Your Son Jesus 
Christ defeated Satan once and for all.  Protect Your Church, we pray, from all 
temptations brought by the old evil foe, and preserve her in the true confession of 
Your name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

R  Let us pray for all pastors, teachers, and other workers in the Church, and 
for all of God's people: 
Pastor: Almighty and everlasting God, Your Spirit has called many to be workers in 
Your kingdom.  Hear our prayers for those who labor in our midst, that they may be 
diligent in service and may be given the privilege of seeing Your Spirit at work 
through them to touch the lives of many people with the Gospel; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

R  Let us pray for all who study the Word of God, that our Lord God would 
open their hearts to the work of the Holy Spirit and be brought to faithfulness and 
holy living: 

P  Almighty God and Father, because You have promised that Your Word 

would not return to You void, increase the faith and understanding of all who study 
Your Word, that, rejoicing in their new birth by the water of Holy Baptism, they may 
remain in true faith to life everlasting; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

R  Let us pray for all in authority that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life 
in all godliness and honesty: 
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P  Merciful Father in heaven, You hold all nations and people in Your hand.  

We ask that You look with favor on all leaders of nations, and all those who make, 
administer, and judge our laws, that we may live in peace and harmony under Your 
protection, and may remain free to worship and serve You in all our lives; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

R  Let us pray for God's care, comfort, and providence for all who are ill, 
hungry, homeless, or in any kind of need: 
 

P  Almighty and everlasting God, You are the comfort of the sorrowful and 

the strength of the weak.  Hear the prayers of all who are in need, and grant them 
the comfort of Your love and the gift of healing and hope to all who are troubled 
according to Your good and gracious will; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

R  Let us pray for all who are not part of the family of Christ that the Holy 
Spirit would work mightily to deliver them from their error, and call them to faith in 
the true and living God and His only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, and bring them into 
His family: 

P  Almighty and everlasting God, because You desire all people to be saved 

and to come to the knowledge of the truth, hear our prayer for all who have no 
knowledge of You and of our Lord Jesus Christ; free them from their error, and for 
the glory of Your name bring them into the fellowship of Your holy Church; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

R  Let us pray for peace, that we may honor and serve our God with joy, as is 
fitting for God's children: 

P  Almighty and everlasting God, King of Glory and Lord of heaven and earth, 

grant us the peace that passes all understanding, that we may serve You in true 
fear, to the praise and glory of Your name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

R  Let us pray for our enemies, that God would remember them in mercy as 
our Lord prayed for those who crucified Him: 

P  Almighty and everlasting God, You commanded us to love our enemies and 

to do good to those who hate us.  We pray that Your love for all people may move 
us to love even those who seek to harm us, that they may be brought by Your Holy 
Spirit to love You and to live in peace with all; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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R  Let us pray for the fruits of the earth, and for all that God provides for our 
well-being: 

 

P  Gracious Father, by Your Word You create and continue to care for all 

living things.  We pray that as Your Son Jesus Christ dwells in our hearts, we may be 
made ready to receive Your good and perfect gifts with gratitude, and be moved to 
share those gifts generously with those who lack the necessities of life; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

R  Let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask, 
trusting in His promises: 
 
 

LORD'S PRAYER  
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

 
HYMN  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 
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+ SERVICE OF DARKNESS+ 
 

Based on the Words Spoken by Our Lord from the Cross 
 

THE PROPHECY Psalm 22:16-18 

R  Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have 
pierced my hands and my feet.  I can count all my bones; people stare and gloat 
over me.  They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing. 

 
THE FIRST WORD Luke 23:32-38 

R  Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with 
Him. And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified 
Him, and the criminals, one on His right and one on His left. And Jesus said, "Father, 
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forgive them, for they know not what they do." And they cast lots to divide His 
garments. And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at Him, saying, 
"He saved others; let Him save Himself, if He is the Christ of God, His Chosen One!" 
The soldiers also mocked Him, coming up and offering Him sour wine and saying, "If 
You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself!" There was also an inscription over 
Him, "This is the King of the Jews." 
 

P  Father, we are brought almost to tears as we stand at the foot of the cross. 

 We find it difficult to comprehend how much Your love did 
for us. 

 

P  Lord Jesus, we stand in awe of Your forgiving those who nailed You to the 

cross. 

 Help us to learn to forgive those who hurt us in the same  
way. 

 

P  Open our eyes, 

 that we may see Your love more clearly in the death of Your 
Son. 

 

HYMN   "Jesus I will Ponder Now” LSB 440 
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THE FIRST CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 
 

 
THE PROPHECY Psalm 22:7-8 

 

R  All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads: "He trusts 
in the LORD; let the LORD rescue him.  Let Him deliver him, since He delights in him." 
 

 
THE SECOND WORD Luke 23:39-43 

 

R  One of the criminals who were hanged railed at Him, saying, "Are You not 
the Christ? Save Yourself and us!" But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not 
fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed 
justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done 
nothing wrong." And he said, "Jesus, remember me when You come into Your 
kingdom." And He said to him, "Truly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in 
Paradise." 
 

P  Lord Jesus, open our eyes, 

 that we, too, may glimpse the goodness of this day, even in 
the midst of uncertainty and sadness. 

 

P  Guide and direct us 

 into Your paradise which awaits us, and reveal Your perfect 
peace to us. 

 

P  Heavenly Father, grant us 

 a richer awareness of the hope that You provide in Your Son 
Jesus. 

 

P  Help us to cling every day to the life You have given to us, 

 and by Your Holy Spirit, help us to glorify You in all that we 
do. 
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HYMN   "Jesus Remember Me” LSB 767 

 

 
 

Text and tune: © 1981 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, Taizé Community, France, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB 
Hymn License no. 110002511 

 

 
THE SECOND CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 
 

 
THE PROPHECY Isaiah 7:10-14 

R  Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, "Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be 
deep as Sheol or high as heaven." But Ahaz said, "I will not ask, and I will not put 
the LORD to the test." And he said, "Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for 
you to weary men, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord Himself will 
give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His 
name Immanuel." 
 

THE THIRD WORD John 19:25-27 

 

R  Standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother and His mother's sister, 
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw His mother and the 
disciple whom He loved standing nearby, He said to His mother, "Woman, behold, 
your son!" Then He said to the disciple, "Behold, your mother!" And from that hour 
the disciple took her to his own home. 
 

P  Lord God, may we learn from our Lord's example to love others as You 

have loved us; 

 while seeing the worst we find in others and in ourselves, yet 
rejoicing in the forgiveness and acceptance we have received 
from You and share with others. 

 

P  Encourage us to strive by the power of the Holy Spirit 

 toward greater unity in our own families and toward unity in 
the family of believers in Christ Jesus. 
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HYMN "What Wondrous love is this” LSB 543 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
THE THIRD CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 
 

 
THE PROPHECY Psalm 22:1-8 

 

 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
Why are You so far from saving me, from the words of my 
groaning? 
O my God, I cry by day, but You do not answer, 
and by night, but I find no rest. 
Yet You are holy, 
enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
In You our fathers trusted; 
they trusted, and You delivered them. 
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To You they cried and were rescued; 
in You they trusted and were not put to shame. 
But I am a worm and not a man, 
scorned by mankind and despised by the people. 
All who see me mock me; 
they make mouths at me; they wag their heads; 
"He trusts in the LORD; let Him deliver him; 
let Him rescue him, for He delights in him!" 

 

 
THE FOURTH WORD Matthew 27:45-46 

 

R  Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the 
ninth hour. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, 
saying, "Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?" that is, "My God, My God, why have 
You forsaken Me?" 

P  Lord, we would never forsake You, 

 but in our daily hustle and bustle, we sometimes forget You. 

 

P  Lord, we would never condemn You, shouting "crucify!" 

 although we have allowed evil to be done in Your name. 

 

P  Lord, we would never deny You, saying, "I do not know the man!" 

 but we have avoided opportunities to witness to Your love 
and to share the good news of salvation in Your name. 

 

P  Lord, we would never shut You out of our lives, 

 yet we confess that our own selfishness hides Your presence 
and love from us.  Forgive us, O Lord. 
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HYMN "When I survey the Wondrous Cross” LSB 425 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
THE FOURTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 
 

 
THE PROPHECY Psalm 22:14-15 

 

R  I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. My heart has 
turned to wax; it has melted away within me. My strength is dried up like a 
potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; You lay me in the 
dust of death. 

 

THE FIFTH WORD John 19:28-29 

R  After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the 
Scripture), "I thirst." A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a 
sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to His mouth.  

 

P  Lord Jesus, sometimes we forget that the pain and anguish You suffered 

was human pain and anguish. 

 We often feel sorry for ourselves, without realizing what You 
suffered on our behalf. 

 

P  Having given Your life on our behalf, 
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 help us to be bold in proclaiming Your name, despite the cost 
to us. 

 

P  By Your suffering and death on our behalf, 

 grant us the gift of life, life that is lived for Your glory. 
 

HYMN  "O Dearest Jesus” LSB 439 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
THE FIFTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 
 

THE PROPECY Psalm 31:1-5 
 

R  In You, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be put to shame; in Your 
righteousness deliver me!  Incline Your ear to me; rescue me speedily!  Be a rock of 
refuge for me, a strong fortress to save me!  For You are my rock and my fortress; 
and for Your name's sake You lead me and guide me; You take me out of the net 
they have hidden for me, for You are my refuge.  Into Your hand I commit my spirit; 
You have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God. 
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THE SIXTH WORD Luke 23:44-46 

 
R  It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole 
land until the ninth hour, while the sun's light failed. And the curtain of the temple 
was torn in two. Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, "Father, into Your 
hands I commit My spirit!" And having said this He breathed His last. 
 

P  Open our eyes, Lord; 

 the shadow of Your Son's cross encompasses all our world. 
 

P  Teach our hearts, O Lord, 

 that when our last hour comes, we may confidently commit 
ourselves into Your loving arms. 

 

P  Lead us, Lord, 

 that we may follow You through the valley of the shadow of 
death into the place prepared for us at Your throne in 
Paradise. 

 

HYMN  "Alas and Did My Savior Bleed” LSB 437 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 



18 
 

THE SIXTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED 
 

 
THE PROPHECY Isaiah 53:4-5 

 

 Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet 
we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But He 
was wounded for our transgressions; He was crushed for our 
iniquities; upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
and with His stripes we are healed. 
  

 
THE SEVENTH WORD John 19:30 

 

P  When Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished," and He 

bowed His head and gave up His spirit. 
 
(A time of silence is observed for personal reflection.) 
 

P  Lord Jesus, in Your death we have life. 

 We give You thanks that You finished the course set by the 
Father, that leads to our salvation. 

 

P  By Your holy death, 

 strengthen us to remain faithful unto death, that we may 
receive the crown of life You have earned for us. 

 

P  Lead and guide us, O Lord, beyond the darkness of sin into the light of Your 

grace, 

 that we need not wander in the darkness forever, but may 
see Your glorious light. 

 
 

  



19 
 

HYMN   "O Sacred Head” LSB 450 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002511 
Tune: Public domain 

 
 

 
 
THE SEVENTH CANDLE IS REMOVED  

(to symbolize our Lord’s rest in the tomb) 
 

 
 
STREPITUS (A loud noise symbolizing the closing of Christ's tomb.) 
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CLOSING PRAYER 
 

P  Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You willed that Your Son should bear for us the pains 
of the cross and so remove from us the power of the adversary.  Help us so to 
remember and give thanks for our Lord's passion that we may receive forgiveness 
of sin and redemption from everlasting death; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 
 
[The last candle is returned to its place on the altar.] 
 
(After a time of silent prayer, all may leave the church in complete silence.) 
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