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In the scripture, prayers, and hymns of Advent, John the Baptist brings us to the 
Jordan River and the waters of baptism. He calls us to repent, for the reign of God is 
near. He calls us to the font of new birth where we have been grafted into God's 
branch, the root of Jesse. He calls us to the holy supper where we receive forgiveness 
in the life-giving fruit of Christ's body and blood. From the celebration of word and 
sacrament--from the center of our worship--we are called to go forth as a people 
whose mission is the proclamation of God's mercy for our suffering world. 
 

 
WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE   
 

 
INVOCATION      
 Stand 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 
 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  John 1:5, 9 

 Each week in Advent we light a candle as we prepare for the arrival of the Savior, 
who would come to His people in human flesh and who promises to come again.  

In a world of darkness, a light shines.  

 Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 
 

 The light shines in the darkness,  

 and the darkness has not overcome it. 
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HYMN “Light One Candle” 

 

 

 
 

 
 
GREETING OF PEACE    Share a greeting of peace with those around you. 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
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HYMN   “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” LSB 347 
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 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 
 

KYRIE   (Congregation sings “c” parts) 

 

 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
 Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son.  By his coming 

give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of 
this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    Amen. 
 
 Sit 

Children are invited to the meet by the Cross for the Children’s Lesson. 
 

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 11:1-10 
In the previous chapter Isaiah portrays God’s judgment as the felling of a great forest.  In 
today’s reading the prophet describes the ideal ruler who will come in the future as a green 
shoot springing from the dead stump (David’s royal line) of Jesse (David’s father).  The reign 
of this monarch will be experienced as paradise regained. 

 

 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
   and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,  
   the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  
   the spirit of counsel and might,  
   the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.  
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,  
   or decide by what his ears hear;  
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,  
   and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;  
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,  
   and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,  
   and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
The wolf shall live with the lamb,  
   the leopard shall lie down with the kid,  
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,  
   and a little child shall lead them.  
The cow and the bear shall graze,  
   their young shall lie down together;  
   and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
   and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 
They will not hurt or destroy  
   on all my holy mountain;  
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD  
   as the waters cover the sea.  
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   On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations 
shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

  This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 
 

SECOND LESSON  Romans 15:4-13 
Paul encourages Christians to welcome diversity and live in harmony with one another.  In 
particular, the writings of the Hebrew Scriptures promise that Gentiles will be welcome 
among God’s people. 

 

 Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that 
by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.  
May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony 
with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with 
one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.   
   Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory 
of God.  For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on 
behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the 
patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 
written,   
   "Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles,  
   and sing praises to your name";  
and again he says,   
   "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people"; and again,   
   "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him";  
and again Isaiah says,   
   "The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the 
Gentiles shall hope."   
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

  This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 

 

ALLELUIA 
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GOSPEL    The Holy Gospel of Matthew, chapter 3,  starting at verse 1.              

       Glory to You, O Lord. 
Just before Jesus began his public ministry, John the Baptist appeared, calling people to live 
in accordance with their words and speaking of the powerful one who was to come. 

 

   In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near."  This is the one of 
whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,   
   "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:   
   'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.'"  
Now John wore clothing of camel's hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey.  Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were 
going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him 
in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  
   But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 
them, "You brood of vipers!  Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  Bear 
fruit worthy of repentance.  Do not presume to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham 
as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham.  Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.   
   "I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 
floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire." 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord.    Praise be to You, O Christ. 
 

 
MESSAGE 
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HYMN   “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist Cry” LSB 344 

 

 

 
 
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven, 
       And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
  From thence He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, 
      the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
according to their needs. 
 
Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 
which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
Sit 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

 
SERVICE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

OFFERING 
You may contribute online using the QR code or place a gift in 
offering plate at the door along with the interest sheet.  
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OFFERTORY SONG AND PRAYER 
 Stand 

 

 

  
 

  Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

 we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given 
us—ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 
love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

THE PREFACE 
   The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 

  Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
    It is indeed right ... 
     we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and  gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 

given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 
from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 
language or version closest to your heart. 
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 
  
 
Sit 

THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar to receive communion 

elements along with an individual cup of wine or grape juice. Gluten-free available.   
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HYMN   “O Come O Come Emmanuel” LSB 357 

 

 

 

 
Text and Music: Public Domain, Text: John Mason Neale, Setting: C. Winfred Douglas 

 
 Stand 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 
 



16 

 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE AND PRAYER  

 

 

  Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you 
would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith towards you and in fervent love 

toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

 
BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   Amen. 
   Go in peace; serve the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
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CLOSING HYMN  “Prepare the Royal Highway” LSB 343 

 

 
POSTLUDE 
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Thank you for worshiping with us! 
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Our Confession about Communion 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body and blood 
under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' 
body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine, we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for 
the forgiveness of sins. 
 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through faith as we 
eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the Gospel made visible and is offered for those 
who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus Christ and in 
our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
 a. has been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of the Triune God; 
have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord and concur in our confession.  
 b. is not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and persistent form of 
hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
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