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PRELUDE

INVOCATION Stand
[P] Inthe name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

CONFESSION (tune for "O Little Town of Bethlehem")
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SHARING OF THE PEACE

SERVICE OF THE WORD

OPENING HYMN “Angels from the Realms of Glory” LSB 367
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[P] The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE (tune for "Your Little Ones, Dear Lord")
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS (tune for "Angels We Have Heard On High")
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us pray. Almighty God, you have made yourself known in your Son,

Jesus, redeemer of the world. We pray that his birth as a human child will set us free
from the old slavery of our sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Sit

FIRST LESSON saiah 63:7-9

These verses sing of thanksgiving and praise because of God's "gracious deeds" and
"steadfast love" (v.7). Both of these terms are translations of the Hebrew word hesed. It is
not a romantic love that grows cold. Rather, this love always treats the other person with
unselfish kindness, respect, and loyalty.

| will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD,
the praiseworthy acts of the LORD,
because of all that the LORD has done for us,
and the great favor to the house of Israel
that he has shown them according to his mercy,
according to the abundance of his steadfast love.
For he said, "Surely they are my people,
children who will not deal falsely";
and he became their savior
in all their distress.
It was no messenger or angel
but his presence that saved them;
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them;
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old

R] This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



DOXOLOGY (tune for "Angels, from the Realms of Glory")
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SECOND LESSON Galatians 4:4-7
When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman,
born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that
we might receive adoption as children. And because you are children, God has
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" So you are no
longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

ALLELVUIA (tune for "Let Our Gladness Have No End")
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HOLY GOSPEL The Holy Gospel of Matthew, chapter 2, beginning at
verse 13, Glory to You, O Lord.

Matthew describes the terrible slaughter of young Bethlehem boys as a sign of evil present
in the world, and to highlight the relationship between the Old Testament and Jesus' life.

Now after the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and
remain there until | tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy
him." Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt,
and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been
spoken by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt | have called my son."

When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and
he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old
or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. Then was
fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:

"A voice was heard in Ramah,

wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be consoled, because they are no more."

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel,
for those who were seeking the child's life are dead." Then Joseph got up, took the
child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that
Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go
there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee.
There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken
through the prophets might be fulfilled, "He will be called a Nazorean."

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.

MESSAGE



HYMN  “Of The Father’s Love Begotten” LSB 384
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APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all
people according to their needs.

Other prayers are inserted here. Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to
which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.” The prayers conclude:

L) Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SERVICE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

OFFERING

*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-879-
0989 and following the simple prompts.

OFFERTORY MUSIC

OFFERTORY VERSE (tune and lyrics from "As With Gladness, Men of Old")
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PREFACE

[P] Thanks and praise be to You, our Father, almighty Creator, merciful Lord, God
of promise and fulfillment. Of old Your faithful people waited for the day of
Your visitation, manifest at last when the time had fully come and You sent
Jesus Christ, Your Son. Having seen His glory, now we wait for the day, when
He will come again as Judge and King. And so, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise Your name and join their unending hymn:
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SANCTUS (tune for "Hark! The Herald Angels Sing")
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

[P] In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

[P] Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.



THE LORD'S PRAYER (tune for "It Came Upon The Midnight Clear")
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THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar to receive
communion elements along with an individual cup of wine or grape juice. Gluten-
free available.



HYMN

“Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” LSB 374
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HYMN “Go Tell It on the Mountain” LSB 388
Refrain
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3 Down in a lone-1ly man-ger The hum-ble Christ was born;
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Be - hold, through-out the heav-ens There shone a ho - ly light.
Rangout the  an-gel cho-rus That hailed our Sav -ior’s birth.
And God sent us sal-va-tion That bless-ed Christ-mas morn.
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Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work 11, 1873-1925, stanzas, alt. GO TELLIT
Tune: African American spiritual; setting: Hugh Porter, 1897-1960 78 76 76 76

Text and music: Public domain

Luke 2:7-20; Is, 40:9-11



THE BLESSING  Stand
[P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. Amen.

THE THANKSGIVING (tune for "From Heaven Above")
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THE BENEDICTION (tune for "Adeste Fideles")
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POSTLUDE

Our Confession about Communion

1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body and
blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not mere
symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine, we receive in fact the body
and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins.

2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through faith
as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His resurrection and
ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the Gospel made visible and is
offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness."

3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus Christ
and in our love for one another.
Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who:

a. has been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of the
Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord and concur in
our confession.

b. is not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and persistent
form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person.

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors.




