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We do well to acknowledge that one of the reasons we celebrate the festivals and 
seasons of the year is our tendency to forget God's merciful presence. In word and 
sacrament we are not only reminded of God's promises, we also encounter the very 
presence of Jesus Christ. The liturgy of Advent names him Emmanuel, "God is with 
us." God comes to us in ordinary ways, offering extraordinary gifts: new life in 
baptism, gracious words to guide us on life's path, welcome food for the journey of 
faith. With Mary and Joseph and all the angels, we offer thanks to God for the one 
who was born to save us from the power of sin. Let us not forget: God is with us now. 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE   
 

INVOCATION      
 Stand 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  John 1:5, 9 

 Each week in Advent we light a candle as we prepare for the arrival of the 
Savior, who would come to His people in human flesh and who promises to come 
again.  
 In a world of darkness, a light shines.  

 Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 
 

 The light shines in the darkness,  

 and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 

HYMN “Light One Candle” 
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WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But 

if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 Kneel/ Remain Standing 

 Most merciful God, 

 We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name.  Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, 

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your 

sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
GREETING OF PEACE    Share a greeting of peace with those around you. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
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HYMN  “The Angel Gabriel From Heaven Came” LSB 356  

 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 
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KYRIE   (Congregation sings “c” parts) 

 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

  The Lord be with you.      And also with you. 
  Let us pray.   Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the hindrance 

of our sins and make us ready for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive 
you in joy and serve you always; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, now and forever.   Amen. 

Children are invited to meet by the Cross for the Children’s Lesson. 
 

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 7:10-16 
An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presents a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah.  
In response, Ahaz decides to secure his throne and kingdom by asking mighty Assyria for 
help.  In today's reading, Isaiah reminds him that human attempts to establish security will 
only fail.  The prophet repeats the promise that God alone will make God's people secure. 

 

 The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be 
deep as Sheol or high as heaven.  But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put 
the LORD to the test.  Then Isaiah said: "Hear then, O house of David! Is it too 
little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also?  Therefore the 
Lord himself will give you a sign.  Look, the young woman is with child and 
shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.  He shall eat curds and honey 
by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good.  For before 
the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before 
whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted." 

  This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND LESSON  Romans 1:1-7 

Paul's letter to the Romans is devoted to presenting the gospel (or "good news") of God,  
 

 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the 
gospel of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 
scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David 
according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power 
according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring 
about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 
including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,  
   To all God's beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
   Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

  This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA 
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HOLY GOSPEL   The Holy Gospel of Matthew, chapter 1, beginning at verse 18.  

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Matthew's story of Jesus' birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely 
begotten child into the family of David and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which 
means, literally, "God saves." 

 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to 
be with child from the Holy Spirit.  Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 
unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly.  But just 
when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the 
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a son, and you are to 
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins."  All this took place to 
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
   "Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
      and they shall name him Emmanuel," 
which means, "God is with us."  When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel 
of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations 
with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven, 
       And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
  From thence He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, 
      the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

MESSAGE 
 

HYMN   “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” LSB 357 

 

 
Continued on next page 
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Text and Music: Public Domain, Text: John Mason Neale, Setting: C. Winfred Douglas 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 
Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 
which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

SERVICE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

OFFERING 
You may contribute online using the QR code or place a gift in 
offering plate at the door along with the interest sheet.  

  
OFFERTORY MUSIC 
 

OFFERTORY SONG AND PRAYER 
 Stand 

 

humankind 
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  Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

 we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given 
us—ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 
love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

THE PREFACE 
   The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 

  Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
    It is indeed right ... 
     we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and  gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 

given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 
language or version closest to your heart. 
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE LAMB OF GOD 
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THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar to receive communion 

elements along with an individual cup of wine or grape juice. Gluten-free available.   

 
HYMN   “Savior of the Nations, Come” LSB 332 

 

 
Words: (sts. 1-2) Public Domain, (sts. 4-5, 8) © 1978 Concordia Publishing House, (sts. 3, 6-7) © 2006 Concordia 
Publishing House. Music: Public Domain.  
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 Stand 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE AND PRAYER  

 

 

  Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you 
would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith towards you and in fervent love 

toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   Amen. 
   Go in peace; serve the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
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CLOSING HYMN  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
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POSTLUDE 
 

 
 

 

Our Confession about Communion 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body and blood 
under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' 
body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine, we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for 
the forgiveness of sins. 
 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through faith as we 
eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the Gospel made visible and is offered for those 
who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus Christ and in 
our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
 a. has been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of the Triune God; 
have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord and concur in our confession.  
 b. is not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and persistent form of 
hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
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