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"Jesus shall reign where'er the sun does its successive journeys run," wrote the 
English hymnwriter Isaac Watts. He died in 1748 but left a glorious legacy of English 
hymnody. On this last Sunday of the church year, we honor Christ, who reigns as 
king from the cross. All space and all time belong to the one who offers paradise to 
those who live and die with him. 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE   
 

INVOCATION       
Stand 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    

 Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 

holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
 Kneel/ Remain Standing 

 Most merciful God, 

 We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 
forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your 
sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

 Amen. 
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GREETING OF PEACE   Share a greeting of peace with those around you. 

 
SERVICE OF THE WORD 

HYMN “Crown Him with Many Crowns” 
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KYRIE 
  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all   And also with you. 
 

 In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

  
 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

  
 Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

  
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 The Lord be with you.    And also with you.  
 Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things to your 

beloved Son, whom you anointed priest forever and king of all creation: Grant that 
all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united under 
the glorious and gentle rule of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.        Amen. 
 

Sit 
Children are invited to meet by the Cross for the Children’s Lesson. 

 

FIRST LESSON  Jeremiah 23:2-6 
Today's reading builds on the common ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as 
shepherd. The influence of an unjust ruler is about to bring disaster. Nevertheless, the Lord 
will raise up a new and righteous shepherd who will rule a restored Judah. 

 

 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the 
shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, 
and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will 
attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. 
   Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where 
I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be 
fruitful and multiply. I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd 
them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be 
missing, says the LORD. 
   The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a 
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute 
justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and 
Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: "The 
LORD is our righteousness." 

  This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND LESSON  Colossians 1:13-20 

An early Christian hymn praises Christ as one who reigns in heaven and on earth. 
 

 He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into 
the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins. 
   He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him 
all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers--all things have been 
created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him 
all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first 
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place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 
and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether 
on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.  

 

  This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 

 Stand 

 
 

GOSPEL    The Gospel is written in Luke chapter 23, beginning at verse 35.    

      Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, 
"He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen 
one!" The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and 
saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!" There was also an 
inscription over him, "This is the King of the Jews." 
   One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, "Are 
you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" But the other rebuked him, saying, 
"Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 
And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve 
for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom." He replied, "Truly I tell you, 
today you will be with me in Paradise." 

 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven, 
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       And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
  From thence He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, 
      the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

MESSAGE     Christ the King 
 

 Stand 

HYMN    “Lift Every Voice and Sing” 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 
which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  

SERVICE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

OFFERING 
You may contribute online using the QR code or place a gift in the 
offering plate at the door along with the interest sheet.  

  
 

OFFERTORY SONG AND PRAYER  
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 Let us pray.  God of our salvation, 

 all that we have comes from your hand. We bring what you have already given 
us--bread and wine for your table, and gifts for the work of your kingdom. Most of 
all we give you thanks for your greatest gift to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

 
THE PREFACE 
 

 The Lord be with you. 

 
 Lift up your hearts. 

  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  
 

 It is indeed right and salutary that we should ...  and so we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 
language or version closest to your heart. 
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

THE LAMB OF GOD 
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Sit 

THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar to receive communion 

elements along with an individual cup of wine or grape juice. Gluten-free available.   

 
 
HYMN  “The King of Love, My Shepherd Is” 
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 Stand 

THE BLESSING 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 
 

 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE AND PRAYER  

 
 

 Let us pray.  God of the living, you gather and shepherd your flock, satisfying 
us with bread from heaven. Sustain us through this meal until the day of 
resurrection, when we shall see you face to face; in the name of our living 

redeemer, Jesus Christ.   Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.    Amen. 
 

 Go in peace; serve the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
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CLOSING HYMN    “All Hail, The Pow’r of Jesus Name!” 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
POSTLUDE  
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Our Confession about Communion 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body and blood 
under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' 
body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine, we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for 
the forgiveness of sins. 
 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through faith as we 
eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the Gospel made visible and is offered for those 
who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus Christ and in 
our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
 a. has been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of the Triune 
God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord and concur in our 
confession.  
 b. is not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and persistent form of 
hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
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