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Early in the academic year may seem a strange time to think about the final 
exam, but on this day Jesus reminds us that each of us needs to give an 
accounting of all that is entrusted to us. In the new logic of God's reign, knowing 
the riches of grace we possess demands resolute action from us; we risk it all for 
possessing the lavish love of God offered to us. 
 

WELCOME 

PRELUDE 

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Stand 
 

  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION  

   Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

  who made heaven and earth. 
  

  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

  But with You there is forgiveness. 
  
Kneel/ Remain Standing 
 

  O almighty God, merciful Father, 

  I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.    Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

GREETING OF PEACE   Share a greeting of peace with those around you. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

HYMN   “Rise, Shine, You People!” 
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GREETING  

  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 

KYRIE  

 

 
  

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
  

A Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS   

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  

  The Lord be with you.      And also with you. 
  Let us pray.   O Lord, keep Your church in Your perpetual mercy; and 

because without You we cannot but fall, preserve us from all things hurtful, and 

lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.                     Amen. 

Sit 

Children are invited to the Fireside Lounge for the Children’s Lesson. 
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FIRST LESSON  Amos 8:4-7 
Amos was called by God to prophesy in the Northern Kingdom for a brief period of time. 
Peace and prosperity in Israel led to corruption and an increased gap between rich and 
poor. The prophet declares that God will not tolerate such a situation. 

 

 Hear this, you that trample on the needy, 
   and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 
saying, "When will the new moon be over 
   so that we may sell grain; and the sabbath, 
   so that we may offer wheat for sale? 
We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, 
   and practice deceit with false balances, 
buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals,  
   and selling the sweepings of the wheat." 
The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 
   Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. 

  This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON  1 Timothy 2:1-7 
The pastoral epistles offer insight into how early Christians understood many practical 
matters, such as church administration and worship. The church's focused prayer for 
others is an expression of the single-minded passion God has toward us in Jesus. 

 

 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all who are in high 
positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness 
and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 
who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth. 
For 
   there is one God; 
      there is also one mediator between God and humankind, 
   Christ Jesus, himself human, 
      who gave himself a ransom for all 
--this was attested at the right time. For this I was appointed a herald and 
an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles 
in faith and truth. 

 

  This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 

 

 

 
 

 
HOLY GOSPEL   The Holy Gospel of Luke, chapter 16, beginning at verse 1.    

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Jesus tells the story of a dishonest man who cheats his employer and then is commended 

by him for having acted so shrewdly. Jesus reminds his listeners that God will not stand 

to be merely one of many commitments. 

 Then Jesus said to the disciples, "There was a rich man who had a manager, 
and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. So 
he summoned him and said to him, 'What is this that I hear about you? Give me 
an accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any 
longer.' Then the manager said to himself, 'What will I do, now that my master is 
taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am 
ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as 
manager, people may welcome me into their homes.' So, summoning his 
master's debtors one by one, he asked the first, 'How much do you owe my 
master?' He answered, 'A hundred jugs of olive oil.' He said to him, 'Take your 
bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.' Then he asked another, 'And how much 
do you owe?' He replied, 'A hundred containers of wheat.' He said to him, 'Take 
your bill and make it eighty.' And his master commended the dishonest manager 
because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in 
dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. And I tell you, 
make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is 
gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes. 
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   "Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is 
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. If then you have not been 
faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if 
you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what 
is your own? No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one 
and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve God and wealth." 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven, 
       And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
  From thence He will come again to judge the living and the 

dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, 
      the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
Sit 

MESSAGE 
 

Stand 

HYMN  “What is the World to Me” 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
according to their needs. 
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Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 
which the congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.”   
 
The prayers conclude: 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OFFERING 

You may contribute online using the QR code or place a gift in 

the offering plate at the door along with the interest sheet.  

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
Stand 

  Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

 we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have given us—
ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 
love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

PREFACE   

  The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 
   Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

SANCTUS   
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 
 

  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 
language or version closest to your heart. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

LAMB OF GOD   
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Sit 

THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar to receive 

communion elements along with an individual cup of wine or grape juice. Gluten-
free available.   
 

 
 
HYMN   “Seek Ye First” 



 
13 

 
 

 
HYMN   “Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing” 

 
 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 

body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace.   Amen. 
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NUNC DIMITTIS   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 Let us pray. 

   O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that 
for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in the Sacrament, and 
we ask You not to forsake Your children but always rule our hearts and 
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve 
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.     Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
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The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.    Amen. 
   Go in peace; serve the Lord.    Thanks be to God! 

 

CLOSING HYMN  “Before You, Lord We Bow” 
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POSTLUDE 
 
 

 
 

 

Our Confession about Communion 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body and blood 
under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not mere symbols of 
Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine, we receive in fact the body and blood of 
Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 
 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through faith as 
we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His resurrection and 
ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the Gospel made visible and is 
offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus Christ and 
in our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
 a. has been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of the Triune 
God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord and concur in our 
confession.  
 b. is not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and persistent form 
of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
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