Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 14, 2025
10:30 a.m.
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Only the lost can be found. The confession of sins is our admission that we do not
know the way to God. But God has been looking for us. This day we are surrounded
by images of people who "once were lost." Those who are found enter the joy of the
Lord.

WELCOME

PRELUDE “Be Thou My Vision” Trad. Ir. Melody, Arr. J Althouse
Choir

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Stand

[P] In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

EXHORTATION

[P] Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

[P] If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness.

Kneel/ Remain Standing

[P] O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which | have ever offended You and justly deserved
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for
them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

[P] Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Stand
GREETING OF PEACE Share a greeting of peace with those around you.



SERVICE OF THE WORD

HYMN “Immortal, Invisible”
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1 Im - mor - tal, in - vis - i - ble, God on - ly wise,
2 Un - rest - ing, un - hast - ing, and si - lent as light,
3 To all life Thou giv - est— to  both great and small—
4 Great Fa - ther of glo - ry, pure Fa - ther of light
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In light in ac - ces - si - ble hid from our eyes,
Nor want - ing, nor  wast - ing, Thou rul - est in might;
In all life Thou liv - est, the true Life of  all;
Thine an - gels a - dore Thee, all veil - ing  their sight;
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Most bless - ed, most  glo - rious, the An - cient of Days,
Thy jus - tice like moun-tains high soar - ing a - bove
We Dblos - som and  flour - ish as leaves on the tree
All  laud we would ren - der: O help us to  see
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Al - might - y, vic - to -rious, Thy great name we praise.
Thy clouds which are  foun-tains of  good - ness and love.
And with - er and  per-ish— but naught chang - es Thee.
'Tis on - ly the splen-dor of light that hides Thee.
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Text: W. Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt. ST. DENIO
Tune: Welsh; setting: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923 i

Text and tune;

Public domain

Setting: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House

Ps. 104:7-5, 31-35; Dan. 7:13: 1 Tiny, 1217, 6:15-16



GREETING

[P] The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. [@ And also with you.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Luri have mer - cy; Lhrist, have mer-cy; lﬂrd, have mer - ¢y.

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Luri have mer - cy; Lhrist, have mer-cy; lﬂrd, have mer - ¢y.

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Luri have mer - cy; Lhrist, have mer-cy; lﬂrd, have mer - ¢y.

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.
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Luri have mer - cy; Lhrist, have mer-cy; lﬂrd, have mer - ¢y.

A Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Luri have mer - cy; Lhrist, have mer-cy; lﬂrd, have mer - ¢y.




GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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E 1 To God on high be g]n - ry Andpeace to all the earth;

2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther's Son, we  pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good- will from God in heav - en Pro- claimed at Je-sus’  birth!
0 Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way
For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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Wie praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—

Have mer - cy on  us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart -felt  cry,

You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,

[ - ]
Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther's glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

[P] The Lord be with you. And also with you.

[P] Let us pray. [P] O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in
showing mercy and pity. Grant us the fullness of your grace, that, pursuing
what you have promised, we may share your heavenly glory; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sit
Children are invited to the Fireside Lounge for the Children’s Lesson.

FIRST LESSON Exodus 32:7-14

Prior to this chapter, Moses receives instructions from God on Mount Sinai. Meanwhile, the
people grow rebellious and decide to make a golden calf. Today's reading suggests a court

setting in which God acts as prosecuting attorney and Moses serves as defense attorney in

a lawsuit against the people.



[RI The LORD said to Moses, "Go down at once! Your people, whom you
brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been
quick to turn aside from the way that | commanded them; they have cast for
themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and
said, 'These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt!" " The LORD said to Moses, "I have seen this people, how stiff-necked
they are. Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and
I may consume them; and of you | will make a great nation."

But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, "O LORD, why does your
wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of
Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians
say, 'It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the
mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth'? Turn from your
fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people.
Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them
by your own self, saying to them, 'l will multiply your descendants like the
stars of heaven, and all this land that | have promised | will give to your
descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.' " And the LORD changed his
mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.

R This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND LESSON 1 Timothy 1:12-17

The letters to Timothy are called the pastoral epistles because they contain advice
especially intended for leaders in the church. Here the mercy shown to Paul, who once
persecuted the church, is cited as evidence that even the most unworthy may become
witnesses to the grace of God.

| am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me,
because he judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, even
though | was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of
violence. But | received mercy because | had acted ignorantly in
unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith
and love that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is sure and worthy of full
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners--of
whom | am the foremost. But for that very reason | received mercy, so
that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost
patience, making me an example to those who would come to believe
in him for eternal life. To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the
only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

R] This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Stand
ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
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HOLY GOSPEL [P] The Holy Gospel of Luke, chapter 15, beginning at verse 1.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Jesus tells two stories about repentance to indicate that God takes the initiative in finding
us. We are precious to God, and our recovery brings joy in heaven.

[P] Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And
the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes
sinners and eats with them."

So he told them this parable: "Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and
losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after
the one that is lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his
shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and
neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for | have found my sheep that was
lost." Just so, | tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.

"Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a
lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? When she has found
it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for | have
found the coin that | had lost." Just so, | tell you, there is joy in the presence of the
angels of God over one sinner who repents."

[P] This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.



APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven,

And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

MESSAGE
Stand
HYMN “Amazing Grace”
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2 The Lord has prom - ised good to me, His
3 Through man - y dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 Yes, when this  flesh and heart shall  fail And
5 When we’ve been there ten thou - sand years, Bright
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saved a  wretch like me! I once was lost  but
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now am found, Was blind but now I see!
por - tion be As long  as life en - dures.
safe thus  far, His grace  will lead me home.
then pre - vail In heav - en’s joy and peace.
sing God’s praise  Than when  we’d first be - gun.
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Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, sis. 1-4, alt.; A Collection of Sacred Baltads, Richmond, 1790, st, 5; NEW BRITAIN
Spanish tr. ;Camad al Seiior!, 1991 M
Tune: Columbian Harmony, Cincinnati, 1829; setting: Joseph Herl, b. 1959
Text (English) and tune: Public domain; text (Spanish): © 1991 Editorial Concordia
Setting: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House Ephi. 2:1, 4-9: Johus I:14. 16-17; Heb. 4:16; Rom. 3:22b-24

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
[P] Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.

Other prayers are inserted here. Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to
which the congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.”

The prayers conclude:
[P] Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Sit

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OFFERING

You may contribute online using the QR code or place a gift in
the offering plate at the door along with the interest sheet.

Op
OFFERTORY MUSIC Give Now
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Stand

[P] Let us pray. Merciful Father,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have given us—
ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.



PREFACE

[P] The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

[P] Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

[P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

[P] Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS
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Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.

Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;

Tru-ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

[P] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take,
eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

[P] In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

10



LORD’S PRAYER

Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people
from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the
language or version closest to your heart.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
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(0) Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we pray.

Sit

THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar to receive communion
elements along with an individual cup of wine or grape juice. Gluten-free available.
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HYMN “I Am Jesus Little Lamb”
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Knows my need and well pro-vides me, Loves me ev - 'ry
In - to pleas - ant pas - tures leads me; When I thirst, He
By His an - gel host at - tend - ed, He shall fold me
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bids me go Where the qui - et wa - ters flow.
to His breast, There with - in  His arms to rest.
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Text: Henrietta L. von Hayn, 1724-82: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941
Tune: Choral-Buch . . . Briider-Gemeinen, Leipzig, 1784; setting: Ewald Weiss, 1906-98

Text and tune: Public domain
Setting: © 1984 Bavarian Lutheran Church
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Psalm 23; Is. 40:11; 49:10; John 21:15



HYMN

Leader
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“Come Let Us Eat”
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1 Come, let us eat, for now the feast is  spread,
2 Come, let us drink, for now the wine is  poured,
3 In His pres-ence now we meet and rest,
4 Rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might-y  Word,
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Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.
Come, let us drink, for now the wine is poured.
In His pres-ence now we meet and  rest.
Rice then tn <nread a - hroad God’s misht - v Word.
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Our Lord’s bod - y let us take to - geth - er,
Je - sus’ blood poured let wus drink to - geth - er,
In the pres - ence of our Lord we gath - er,
Je - sus ris - en will bring in the King - dom,
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Our Lord’s bod - y let wus take to - geth - er.
Je - sus’ blood poured let us drink to - geth - er.
In the pres - ence of our Lord we gath - er
Je - sus ris - en will bring in the King - dom.
Setting ilable in ymn ac edition,

Text: Billema Kwillia, b. 1923, sts. 1-3; Gilbert E. Doan, b. 1930, st. 4, alt.;

(r. Margaret D, Miller, b. 1927, sts. 1-3, alt.
Tune: Billema Kwillia, b. 1925
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Text (sts. 1-3) and wne: © Lutheran World Federation

Text (st. 4); © 1972 Avesburs Fortress Matt. 26:26-29; Mair, 18:20; Is. 52:7; | Cor. 15:20-26

[P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace. Amen.

NUNC DIMITTIS
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part in heav’n - ly peace, For I have seen the

glo - ry to the Son, All glo - ry to the
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

[P] Let us pray.

[P] O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in the Sacrament, and we ask
You not to forsake Your children but always rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
[P] The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Amen.

[Pl Go in peace; serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!
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CLOSING HYMN

“On Our Way Rejoicing”
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1) On our way re-joic - ing Glad - Iy let us go.

2) Un - to God the Fa - ther Joy - ful songs we sing;
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love!

Heark-en to our prais - es,

Meter: 65.65 D, with refrain

John 8. B. Monsell, 1803, 1873, alt.
This hymn in the Complementary Christian Hymnal compiled, notated and edited by Erven T. Thoma

POSTLUDE

Source:
LBEW 260

O blest God of
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Tune: Hermas
Frances R. Havergal, 1871



Our Confession about Communion

1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body and blood
under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not mere symbols of Jesus'
body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine, we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for
the forgiveness of sins.

2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through faith as we
eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the Gospel made visible and is offered for those
who "hunger and thirst after righteousness."

3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus Christ and in
our love for one another.

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who:

a. has been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of the Triune
God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord and concur in our
confession.

b. is not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and persistent form of
hatred, resentment or anger against any other person.

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors.
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