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"Faith is the conviction of things not seen," the second reading announces. "We've 
come this far by faith, leaning on the Lord," the hymn by Albert Goodson proclaims. 
This day we gather as a community of faith and seek renewed vision, so that we 
might make our way more boldly into the world as bearers of God's saving love. 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE   

Stand 

INVOCATION       

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit . 

 Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 

holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen. 
 

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Kneel/ Remain Standing 

 Most merciful God,  

 We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name.  Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 
forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your 
sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

 Amen. 
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GREETING OF PEACE   Share a greeting of peace with those around you. 

 

.SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

HYMN  “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” WOV 771 
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KYRIE 

  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all    And also with you. 
 

 In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

  
 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

  

 Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
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The Lord be with you.  And also with you.

      
 Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we are 

to pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the 
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abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 
afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except 

through the merit of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

Children are invited to the Fireside Lounge for the Children’s Lesson. 
 

FIRST LESSON  Genesis 15:1-6 
God promises childless Abram that a child of his own will be his heir and that his 
descendants will number as many as the stars. Abram trusts God's promise and through 
this faith, he is considered righteous. 

 

 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, "Do not 
be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great." But Abram 
said, "O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir 
of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" And Abram said, "You have given me no 
offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir." But the word of the 
LORD came to him, "This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own 
issue shall be your heir." He brought him outside and said, "Look toward 
heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them." Then he said to him, 
"So shall your descendants be." And he believed the LORD; and the LORD 
reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON  Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of God need in every age. 
Their hope and trust in God's promise allowed them to face an unknown future. 

 

 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen. Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand 
that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was 
made from things that are not visible. 
   By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he 
was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was 
going. By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a 
foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of 
the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, 
whose architect and builder is God. By faith he received power of procreation, 
even though he was too old--and Sarah herself was barren--because he 
considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one person, and this 
one as good as dead, descendants were born, "as many as the stars of heaven 
and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore." 
   All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a 
distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers 
and foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in this way make it clear that 
they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the land that they 
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had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they 
desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed 
to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 

  This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

 
 

GOSPEL    The Gospel is written in Luke chapter 12, beginning at verse 32. 

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Jesus encourages his followers to recognize the true value of God's kingdom, so that their 
hearts may be where their real treasure lies. Instead of facing life with fear, those who 
know God's generosity are always ready to receive from God and to give to others. 

 

 Jesus said: "Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to 
give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for 
yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief 
comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also. 
   "Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for 
their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door 
for him as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master 
finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit 
down to eat, and he will come and serve them. If he comes during the middle of 
the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 
   "But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was 
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, 
for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour." 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died, and was buried. 
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     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven, 
       And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
  From thence He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, 
      the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

MESSAGE    “Fear Not” 

 

HYMN   “Have No Fear Little Flock”  LBW 476 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 
which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

OFFERING 
You may contribute online using the QR code or place a gift in the 
offering plate at the door along with the interest sheet.  
 

OFFERTORY MUSIC 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

Stand 
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 Let us pray.  Gracious God, 

 you open your hand, filling our lives with all good things and 
renewing the face of the earth. We offer these gifts in thanksgiving 
for all that we have received from your bounty. Accept them for the 
sake of him who offered his life for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
PREFACE 

 The Lord be with you. 

 
 Lift up your hearts. 

  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 It is indeed right and salutary that we should ...  and so we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 
language or version closest to your heart. 

 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar to receive communion 

elements along with an individual cup of wine or grape juice. Gluten-free available.   
 

HYMN   “Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us” LSB 711 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT AND PRAYER 
 

 

 

 
 

 Let us pray.  Giver of all good gifts, we give you thanks for the great mystery 
of Christ's body and blood in which we have shared. Through this meal 
strengthen our faith, so that our lives may reflect your love and grace until we 
come to your heavenly city, to the banquet prepared for all your people; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

 
BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

  Amen. 
   Go in peace; serve the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
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CLOSING HYMN   “Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng” LSB 813 
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POSTLUDE  
 

 
 

 

Our Confession about Communion 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body and blood 
under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' 
body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine, we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for 
the forgiveness of sins. 
 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through faith as we 
eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the Gospel made visible and is offered for those 
who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus Christ and in 
our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
 a. has been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of the Triune 
God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord and concur in our 
confession.  
 b. is not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and persistent form of 
hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
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