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As we are called by Jesus, we leave one life behind and take up another. The readings 
for this day invite us to take the bold step that brings us into a new world. 
 

WELCOME 
 

HYMN SING 
 

Today, we will follow a ‘Hymn Sing’ format. We’ll sing selected verses from 
hymns chosen by you, along with time for prayer, scripture, a sermon, and 
communion. Anyone may choose a hymn (title, number and hymnal) from any of the 
hymnals available and write it on the slip of paper included in your bulletin. Place your 
selection in the basket near the baptismal font and we’ll draw from them at random 
throughout the service. Let’s worship together in song! 
 

FIRST LESSON  1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21 

In the story preceding today's reading, the prophet Elijah flees for his life to the 
security of God's mountain. There the Lord reveals to Elijah the work that is to be done 
and promises to be present wherever God's people are faithful in their work. 

 

   Then the LORD said to him, "Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you 
shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son 
of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place." 

  So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing. 
There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah 
passed by him and threw his mantle over him. He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, 
and said, "Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you." Then 
Elijah said to him, "Go back again; for what have I done to you?" He returned 
from following him, took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the 
equipment from the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and 
they ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah, and became his servant. 

 

SECOND LESSON   Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
For Paul, the freedom Christ gives is not permission to do whatever we want. It is the 

ability to be what we could not be otherwise. The power and guidance of the Spirit 
produce a different kind of life, one marked by the qualities Paul lists in this reading. 

 

   For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit 
again to a yoke of slavery. 

For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your 
freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to 
one another. For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, "You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself." If, however, you bite and devour one 
another, take care that you are not consumed by one another. 

   Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. For what the 
flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the 
flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you 
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want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. Now the 
works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, 
sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, 
drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you 
before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

   By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such 
things. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL  The Gospel comes from Luke, chapter 9, beginning at verse 51. 

  Luke's gospel describes a long journey to Jerusalem during which Jesus teaches his 
followers about the costs of discipleship. Today's reading describes the outset of this journey 
and the resolute action needed for travel. 

 

When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to 
Jerusalem. And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a 
Village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; but they did not receive him, 
because his face was set toward Jerusalem. When his disciples James and John saw 
it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven 
and consume them?” But he turned and rebuked them. Then they went on to 
another village. As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will 
follow you wherever you go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of 
the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” To another he 
said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” But 
Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and 
proclaim the kingdom of God.” Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first 
say farewell to those at my home.” Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to 
the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven, 
       And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
  From thence He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, 
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      the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 
from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 
language or version closest to your heart. 
 

   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar to receive communion 

elements along with an individual cup of wine or grape juice. Gluten-free available.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Confession about Communion 
 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real)  body and blood 
under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' 
body and blood. When we receive the bread and  wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for 
the forgiveness of sins. 
 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through faith as we 
eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the Gospel made visible, and is offered for those 
who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus Christ and in 
our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
   a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of the Triune 
God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord, and concur in our 
confession;  
   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and persistent form of 
hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 
 

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
 

 


