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A note about the Athanasian Creed  
 
 Once a year, on Trinity Sunday, the church sets aside our normal creeds for a 
special creed which focuses more closely on the doctrine of the Trinity. 
 No one knows for certain who wrote this creed, but it is named after a fourth 
century champion of the faith, Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria. During the fourth 
century, a North African pastor named Arius began to teach that Jesus Christ was not 
truly God. At the Council of Nicea in 325 AD, the early church compared Arius’ 
teaching with various statements in the Bible, and came to the conclusion that Jesus 
was, in fact, God. One of our regularly used statements of faith, the Nicene Creed, 
was the written response of that Council. Athanasius was outspoken in the defense of 
the true faith during that council and in the years immediately following it.  
 Sometime later, both in response to the continuing heresy of Arius and 
confusion about the person of the Holy Spirit, the Athanasian Creed was written, 
which strongly asserts what we understand as the doctrine of the Trinity. Though it 
was not written by Athanasius himself, it was named after him to pay tribute to the 
debt the church owes him for standing firm against heresy. It may seem long and 
complicated to our modern ears, but we continue to confess this creed once a year to 
remind ourselves of how God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit is at 
work for our salvation. 
 
 

 
  



3 

PRELUDE 
 
 Stand 

INVOCATION 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

   Amen. 
   
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

 As we approach our triune God and gather in His majestic name, we draw near 
with a true heart and confess our sins. 

   Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all 
things, judge of all people, we admit and confess our sinfulness. 

 

 We have turned away from one another in our thinking, speaking, and doing. 

   We have done the evil You forbid and have not done the good You 
demand. We do repent and are truly sorry for these our sins. 

 

 Have mercy on us, heavenly Father, because of the obedience of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Your Son. 

   Forgive us all that is past, and with the power of the Holy Spirit, 
move us to serve You faithfully. Set our feet upon the new path 
of life, that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 
the glory of Your holy name. 

 
 Jesus says, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58). 

He alone, with the Father and the Spirit, is the one who has promised 
forgiveness to those who repent of their sins and turn to Him. Therefore, as a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, I forgive you all your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. God keep you in His grace 
by the Holy Spirit, lead you to greater faith and obedience, and bring you to live 
with Him forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

   Amen. 
 

 Stand 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  Share a greeting of peace with those around you. 
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OPENING HYMN “All Glory Be to God on High” 

 

 
KYRIE 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 
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Continue the following without interruption.  All sing the Refrain. 



6 

 

 
Verse 1 

 
 

Verse 2
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Verse 3

 
 
 

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 The Lord be with you.   And also with you.  
 Almighty God our Father, dwelling in majesty and mystery, renewing and 

fulfilling creation by your eternal Spirit, and revealing your glory through our Lord, 
Jesus Christ: Cleanse us from doubt and fear, and enable us to worship you, with 
your Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, living and reigning, now and forever.             

  Amen.  
 

FIRST LESSON Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 
In the Bible, wisdom has many faces. It is portrayed in terms sometimes human and sometimes 
divine. Often, it is personified as feminine. In this passage, wisdom is depicted not only as a 
creation of God, but also as part of God's creative activity. 
 

 Does not wisdom call? 

Does not understanding raise her voice? 

On the heights beside the way, 

at the crossroads she takes her stand; 

beside the gates in front of the town, 

at the entrance of the portals she cries aloud: 

“To you, O men, I call, 

and my cry is to the children of man. 
“The Lord possessed me at the beginning of his work, 

the first of his acts of old. 

Ages ago I was set up, 

at the first, before the beginning of the earth. 

When there were no depths I was brought forth, 

when there were no springs abounding with water. 

Before the mountains had been shaped, 
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before the hills, I was brought forth, 

before he had made the earth with its fields, 

or the first of the dust of the world. 

When he established the heavens, I was there; 

when he drew a circle on the face of the deep, 

when he made firm the skies above, 

when he established the fountains of the deep, 

when he assigned to the sea its limit, 

so that the waters might not transgress his command, 

when he marked out the foundations of the earth, 

then I was beside him, like a master workman, 

and I was daily his delight, 

rejoicing before him always, 

 rejoicing in his inhabited world 

and delighting in the children of man. 

  This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON Romans 5:1-5 
Paul describes the life of faith with reference to God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. Even now, we 
have peace with God through Jesus, and our hope for the future is grounded in the love of God 
that we experience through the Spirit. 
 

 Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we 
stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but 
we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not 
disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit that has been given to us. 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA  
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GOSPEL John 8:48-59 

 The Holy Gospel according to  John, Chapter 8, beginning at verse 48. 

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 The Jews answered him, “Aren’t we right in saying that you are a Samaritan and 

demon-possessed?” 
“I am not possessed by a demon,” said Jesus, “but I honor my Father and you 

dishonor me. I am not seeking glory for myself; but there is one who seeks it, and he 
is the judge. Very truly I tell you, whoever obeys my word will never see death.” 
At this they exclaimed, “Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abraham 
died and so did the prophets, yet you say that whoever obeys your word will never 
taste death. Are you greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the 
prophets. Who do you think you are?” 

Jesus replied, “If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you 
claim as your God, is the one who glorifies me. Though you do not know him, I know 
him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and obey his 
word. Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and 
was glad.” 

“You are not yet fifty years old,” they said to him, “and you have seen 
Abraham!” 
“Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” At this, 
they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the 
temple grounds. 
 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Sit 
ATHANASIAN CREED 

 Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the catholic faith. 

   Whoever does not keep it whole and undefiled will without 
doubt perish eternally. 
 

 And the catholic faith is this, 

   that we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither 
 confusing the persons nor dividing the substance. 
 

 For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Holy Spirit is another. 

   But the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
 Spirit is one: the glory equal, the majesty coeternal. 
 

 Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit: 

   the Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit 
uncreated; 
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 the Father infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite; 

   the Father eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal. 
 

 And yet there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal, 

   just as there are not three Uncreated or three Infinites, but one 
 Uncreated and one Infinite. 
 

 In the same way, the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, the Holy Spirit 
almighty; 

   and yet there are not three Almighties, but one Almighty. 
 

 So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God; 

   and yet there are not three Gods, but one God. 
 

 So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord; 

   and yet there are not three Lords, but one Lord. 
 

 Just as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge each distinct 
person as God and Lord,  

   so also are we prohibited by the catholic religion to say that there 
are three Gods or Lords. 

 The Father is not made nor created nor begotten by anyone. 
 

Men: The Son is neither made nor created, but begotten of the 
Father alone. 

Women:  The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither 
made nor created nor begotten, but proceeding. 

 

 Thus, there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy  
 Spirit, not three Holy Spirits. 
 

Men: And in this Trinity none is before or after another; none is 
greater or less than another; 

 

Women: but the whole three persons are coeternal with each other 
and coequal, so that in all things, as has been stated above, 
the Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be worshiped. 

All:  Therefore, whoever desires to be saved must think thus 
about the Trinity. 

 But it is also necessary for everlasting salvation that one faithfully believe the 
 incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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   Therefore, it is the right faith that we believe and confess that 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is at the same time both 
God and man. 

 

Men: He is God, begotten from the substance of the Father 
before all ages;  

Women and He is man, born from the substance of His mother in 
this age: 

All:  perfect God and perfect man, composed of a rational soul 
and human flesh; 

 

  equal to the Father with respect to His divinity, less than the Father 
with respect to His humanity. 

Men: Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one Christ: 
 

Women: one, however, not by the conversion of the divinity into 
flesh, but by the assumption of the humanity into God; 

All:  one altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by unity 
of person. 

 

  For as the rational soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ, 

    who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again 
the third day from the dead, 

 

 ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, God 
Almighty, from whence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

   At His coming all people will rise again with their bodies and give 
an account concerning their own deeds. 

 

 And those who have done good will enter into eternal life, and those who have 
done evil into eternal fire. 

   This is the catholic faith; whoever does not believe it faithfully 
and firmly cannot be saved. 

 
 

MESSAGE 
 
 Stand 
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HYMN  “God, Whose Almighty Word”
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PRAYERS 

 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 
people according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 
which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
  
Sit 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SERVICE OF THE TABLE 
OFFERING 
You may contribute online using the QR code or place a gift in 
offering plate at the door along with the interest sheet.  

  

 Stand 
OFFERTORY SONG     
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 Let us pray.  Gracious God, 

 we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—
ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  

  

  

 

  

 
 It is our duty and delight... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:   
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 
from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 
language or version closest to your heart. 
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 



16 

 

 

 Sit 
THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar to receive communion 

elements along with an individual cup of wine or grape juice. Gluten-free available.   

 
 
HYMN  “The God of Abraham, Praise” 
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 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE AND PRAYER 
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 Let us pray. We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through 
the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would 
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith towards you and in fervent love towards one 

another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   Amen. 
 Go in peace; serve the Lord.     Thanks be to God. 

 

CLOSING HYMN “Holy, Holy, Holy” 
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POSTLUDE 

 

----- The liturgy is ended; let the service begin ----- 
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Our Confession about Communion 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body and blood 
under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' 
body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine, we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for 
the forgiveness of sins. 
 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through faith as we 
eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the Gospel made visible and is offered for those 
who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus Christ and in 
our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
 a. has been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of the Triune God; 
have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord and concur in our confession.  
 b. is not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and persistent form of 
hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
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