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Even though Jesus could walk on water, He was testing the limit of credulity by telling 
seasoned fishermen where to cast their nets. The disciples knew it was the Lord—it 
could only be the Lord. Then, when He broke the bread and gave thanks, they rejoiced 
that the crucified and risen Savior had showed Himself to them again. This is what we 
do every week. Jesus presumes to tell us what life is and how to live it, and we are 
weary of all the things that have disappointed us. But Christ can never disappoint us. 
He fills our nets with His life, addresses us with the voice of hope, and feeds us to 
everlasting life, and by this Word and Sacrament we know it is the Lord. 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE   
 

INVOCATION       
Stand 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

 Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 

holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 To You, O LORD, I cry, 

 and to the Lord I plead for mercy. 
 

 For His anger is but for a moment, and His favor is for a lifetime. 

 Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the 
 morning. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection. 
 

 Let us confess our sins before God and in the presence of one another. 

 I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of 
 heaven and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned 
 in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my 
 own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to 
 have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to 
 everlasting life. Amen. 
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 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, 
as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto 
all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.    Amen. 
 

 He who began this good work within you will bring it to completion on the day 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. The peace of the Lord be with you. 

 Amen. 
 
GREETING OF PEACE   Share a greeting of peace with those around you. 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 
HYMN “Christ the Lord is Ris’n, Today!” 
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KYRIE 
  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all   And also with you. 
 

 In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

  
 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

  
 Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

  
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 The Lord be with you.    And also with you.  
 O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world, rescuing 

us from the hopelessness of death. Grant your faithful people a share in the joys 
that are eternal; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.        Amen. 
 
Sit 

Children are invited to the Fireside Lounge for the Children’s Lesson. 
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FIRST LESSON  Acts 9:1-6-20 
Saul (later called Paul) appears for the first time in Acts at the stoning of Stephen. He 
becomes an ardent persecutor of the Christian church. This reading recounts his blinding 
and conversion experiences on the way to Damascus. 

 

 Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples 
of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the 
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, 
men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was 
going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed 
around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, 
Saul, why do you persecute me?" He asked, "Who are you, Lord?" The reply 
came, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up and enter the city, 
and you will be told what you are to do." 
   The men who were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard 
the voice but saw no one. Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes 
were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought 
him into Damascus. For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor 
drank. 
   Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him 
in a vision, "Ananias." He answered, "Here I am, Lord." The Lord said to him, 
"Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look 
for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, and he has 
seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so 
that he might regain his sight." But Ananias answered, "Lord, I have heard 
from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in 
Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who 
invoke your name." But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is an instrument 
whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before 
the people of Israel; I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the 
sake of my name." So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands 
on Saul and said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your 
way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with 
the Holy Spirit." And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and 
his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, and after taking 
some food, he regained his strength. 
   For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, and immediately he 
began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, "He is the Son of God."  

  This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND LESSON  Revelation 5:11-14 

The vision of John recorded in Revelation offers a glimpse of cosmic worship on the Lord's 
Day. At its center is "the Lamb who was slain." 

 

 John writes: Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels 
surrounding the throne and the living creatures and the elders; they 
numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, singing with full 
voice, 
   "Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered 
   to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
   and honor and glory and blessing!" 
   Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth 
and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing, 
   "To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb 
      be blessing and honor and glory and might 
      forever and ever!" 
And the four living creatures said, "Amen!" And the elders fell down and 
worshiped. 

  This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

 
GOSPEL    The Gospel is written in John chapter 21, beginning at verse 1.         

    Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

The risen Christ blesses his followers, especially Peter, and welcomes them to a 
meal of fellowship and forgiveness. 

 

 After he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem, Jesus showed himself again 
to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 
Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael 
of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. Simon 
Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to him, "We will go with you." 
They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
   Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know 
that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, "Children, you have no fish, have you?" They 
answered him, "No." He said to them, "Cast the net to the right side of the boat, 
and you will find some." So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in 
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because there were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, 
"It is the Lord!" When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some 
clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came 
in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only  
about a hundred yards off. 
   When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and 
bread. Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish that you have just caught." So 
Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred 
fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus 
said to them, "Come and have breakfast." Now none of the disciples dared to ask 
him, "Who are you?" because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took 
the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the 
third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 
   When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of 
John, do you love me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know 
that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs." A second time he said to 
him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know 
that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Tend my sheep." He said to him the third 
time, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter felt hurt because he said to 
him the third time, "Do you love me?" And he said to him, "Lord, you know 
everything; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep. Very 
truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to 
go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, 
and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not 
wish to go." (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify 
God.) After this he said to him, "Follow me." 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven, 
       And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
  From thence He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, 
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     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

MESSAGE   
 

Stand 

HYMN   “Long Before the World is Waking” 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 
which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.      Amen. 
 
Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  

SERVICE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

OFFERING 
You may contribute online using the QR code or place a gift in the 
offering plate at the door along with the interest sheet.  

 

OFFERTORY SONG AND PRAYER  

 
 

 Let us pray. Merciful Father, 
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  we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – 
our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 
love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  

 
THE PREFACE 

 The Lord be with you. 

 
 Lift up your hearts. 

  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  
 

 It is indeed right and salutary that we should ...  and so we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 
from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 
language or version closest to your heart. 
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

THE LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 
THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar to receive communion 

elements along with an individual cup of wine or grape juice. Gluten-free available.   

 
HYMN  “Thine the Amen” 
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THE BLESSING 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE AND PRAYER  

 
 

 Let us pray.  Living God, 
as the disciples ate and drank with their risen Lord, we have been nourished with 
the very presence of Christ. Through this meal may we be strengthened to keep 
your word and to proclaim the power of your saving love in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

  Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.    Amen. 
 Go in peace; serve the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
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CLOSING HYMN   “Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heav’n” 

 
 
POSTLUDE  
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Our Confession about Communion 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body and blood 
under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' 
body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine, we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for 
the forgiveness of sins. 
 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through faith as we 
eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the Gospel made visible and is offered for those 
who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus Christ and in 
our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
 a. have received instruction in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of the 
Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord and concur in our 
confession.  
 b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and persistent form 
of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 
 

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
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