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In our world of constant change and abundant challenges to our faith, we often feel 
alone, and fear causes us to question where God is and what He is doing. Our Good 
Shepherd has pledged never to abandon us but to be with us always. More than 
this, He has promised that no one can snatch us from His hand. He is the powerful 
Good Shepherd who lays down His life for His sheep. Because of the investment He 
has made in us, He does not surrender us to temptation, trouble, trial, or test. 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE   
 

INVOCATION       
Stand 
 

 In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Based on Isaiah 53:6; 1 Peter 2:24 
 

 All we like sheep have gone astray; 

 we have turned every one to our own way; 
 

 and the LORD has laid on Jesus the iniquity of us all. He Himself bore our sins 

in His body on the cross 

 that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection and examination 
 

 Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

 Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 
the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 

His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 
 

 He who began this good work within you will bring it to completion on the day 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. The peace of the Lord be with you.  Amen. 
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GREETING OF PEACE   Share a greeting of peace with those around you. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

HYMN  “He’s Risen, He’s Risen” 
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KYRIE 
  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all   And also with you. 
 

 In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

  
 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

  
 Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

  
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 The Lord be with you.    And also with you.  
 God of all power, you called from death our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of 

the sheep. Send us as shepherds to rescue the lost, to heal the injured, and to feed 
one another with knowledge and understanding; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.     

   Amen. 
 

Children are invited to the Fireside Lounge for the Children’s Lesson. 
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FIRST LESSON  Acts 20:17-35 
When Dorcas, faithful minister to the widows of Joppa, fell ill and died, Peter raised her 
back to life through the power of prayer. 

 

 From Miletus he sent a message to Ephesus, asking the elders of the 
church to meet him. When they came to him, he said to them: “You 
yourselves know how I lived among you the entire time from the first day 
that I set foot in Asia, serving the Lord with all humility and with tears, 
enduring the trials that came to me through the plots of the Jews. I did not 
shrink from doing anything helpful, proclaiming the message to you and 
teaching you publicly and from house to house, as I testified to both Jews and 
Greeks about repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus. And 
now, as a captive to the Spirit, I am on my way to Jerusalem, not knowing 
what will happen to me there, except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in 
every city that imprisonment and persecutions are waiting for me. But I do 
not count my life of any value to myself, if only I may finish my course and 
the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the good news 
of God's grace. “And now I know that none of you, among whom I  have gone 
about proclaiming the kingdom, will ever see my face again. Therefore, I 
declare to you this day that I am not responsible for the blood of any of you, 
for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God. Keep 
watch over yourselves and over all the flock, of which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God that he obtained with 
the blood of his own Son. I know that after I have gone, savage wolves will 
come in among you, not sparing the flock. Some even from your own group 
will come distorting the truth in order to entice the disciples to follow them. 
Therefore, be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or 
day to warn everyone with tears. And now I commend you to God and to the 
message of his grace, a message that is able to build you up and to give you 
the inheritance among all who are sanctified. I coveted no one's silver or gold 
or clothing. You know for yourselves that I worked with my own hands to 
support myself and my companions. In all this I have given you an example 
that by such work we must support the weak, remembering the words of the 
Lord Jesus, for he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’  

  This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND LESSON  Revelation 7:9-17 

Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life. Christ is also the 
lamb who vanquishes sin and suffering, in whose blood the saints have washed their robes 
and made them white. 

 

 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing 
before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches 
in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 
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   "Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the 
Lamb!" 
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the 
four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and 
worshiped God, singing, 
   "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
   and thanksgiving and honor 
   and power and might 
   be to our God forever and ever! 
      Amen." 
   Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in 
white, and where have they come from?" I said to him, "Sir, you are the one 
that knows." Then he said to me, "These are they who have come out of the 
great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. 
   For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
      and worship him day and night within his temple, 
      and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
   They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
      the sun will not strike them, 
      nor any scorching heat; 
   for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,  
      and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
   and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. 

 

  This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
 
GOSPEL    The Gospel is written in John chapter 10,  beginning at verse 22.    

      Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Three times Jesus says that his sheep are secure; no one will snatch them from Jesus' or the 
Father's hands. The sheep have eternal life and so shall never perish. 

 

 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was 
winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So the 
Jews gathered around him and said to him, "How long will you keep us in 
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suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly." Jesus answered, "I have told 
you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father's name testify to 
me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. My sheep 
hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and 
they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. What my Father 
has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father's 
hand. The Father and I are one." 

 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven, 
       And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
  From thence He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, 
      the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

MESSAGE   
 

HYMN   “The King Of Love, My Shepherd Is” 
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INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 
which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  

SERVICE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
OFFERING 



10 

You may contribute online using the QR code or place a gift in the offering plate at 
the door along with the interest sheet.  

  
 

OFFERTORY SONG AND PRAYER  

 
 

  Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

   we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us -
ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 
love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  

 
THE PREFACE 
 

 The Lord be with you. 

 
 Lift up your hearts. 
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 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  
 

 It is indeed right and salutary that we should ...  and so we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 
language or version closest to your heart. 
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
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this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
THE LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 
Sit 

THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar to receive communion 

elements along with an individual cup of wine or grape juice. Gluten-free available.   

 
 
HYMN  “The Lord’s My Shepherd” 
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Stand 

THE BLESSING 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 
 

 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE AND PRAYER  

 
 

 Let us pray.  Living God, as the disciples ate and drank with their risen Lord,  
we have been nourished with the very presence of Christ.  
Through this meal may we be strengthened to keep your word 
and to proclaim the power of your saving love in Jesus Christ our Lord.             

  Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.    Amen. 
 

 Go in peace; serve the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 

 
CLOSING HYMN   “Crown Him With Many Crowns” 
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POSTLUDE  
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Our Confession about Communion 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body and blood 
under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' 
body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine, we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for 
the forgiveness of sins. 
 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through faith as we 
eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the Gospel made visible and is offered for those 
who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus Christ and in 
our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
 a. has been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of the Triune 
God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord and concur in our 
confession.  
 b. is not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and persistent form of 
hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
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