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AS WE GATHER 
 

Today we are brought to the threshold of Holy Week. How quickly things can 
change in a week! On this Palm Sunday, we see Jesus enter Jerusalem with palms, a 
symbol of victory, strewn in the road and being waved. Yet it was from that entry 
that Jesus went to show His true love—His passion—by dying on the cross on Friday. 
That death showed His love for you. By faith, we believe what Jesus did was for us. 
Everything about us—our sin, our eternal destination—changed that week because 
Jesus took the road from palms to passion. Receive what Jesus did for you by faith, 
knowing your home in heaven was paid for with the King’s ransom—His own blood. 
 

 PREPARATION  
 

*The congregation is invited to gather in the entry hall with palm 
branches and coats for the Palm Sunday Processional.* 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 
 

    Hosanna! 

   Hosanna to the Son of David! 
 

    Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

   Hosanna in the highest! 
 

COLLECT 
 

   Let us pray. 
Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, 
gathered to greet Your dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy 
City, grant that we may ever hail Him as our King and, when He comes 
again, may go forth to meet Him with trusting and steadfast hearts and 
follow Him in the way that leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.     Amen. 
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PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL John 12:12–19 
 

    The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 

   Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was 
coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet 
him, shouting, 
‘Hosanna! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord— 
   the King of Israel!’ 
Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is written: 
‘Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. 
Look, your king is coming, 
   sitting on a donkey’s colt!’ 
His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when Jesus was glorified, 
then they remembered that these things had been written of him and had been 
done to him. So the crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of 
the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to testify. It was also because 
they heard that he had performed this sign that the crowd went to meet him. The 
Pharisees then said to one another, ‘You see, you can do nothing. Look, the world 
has gone after him!’ 
 

    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

   Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

    Let us go forth in peace, 

   in the name of the Lord. 
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HYMN  “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” 
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INVOCATION 
 

    In the name of the Father, 

   who loved us unconditionally, even before the foundation of 
the world; 

 
    and of The  Son, Jesus, 

   the name above all names, who came to pay a King’s ransom 
for us; 

 
    and of the Holy Spirit, 

   who brings us to the faith and keeps us in the faith from the 
cradle to grave. Amen. 

 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

    We confess before You, Lord, that we have sinned against You. 

   We have sinned not only against You but one another, with 
what we have thought, what we have said, and by what we 
have or have not done. 

 
    We unseat You and put ourselves on the throne that belongs only to You. 

   Our pride in these and all sins deserves Your punishment, yet 
today we approach Your throne of grace, asking for Your 
mercy. 

 
    So I ask you now: are you sincere in this, your confession before God, and 

promise, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to amend your sinful life? If so, 
answer, “Yes, with the help of God.” 

   Yes, with the help of God. 
 

    Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the first Palm Sunday to show His love for 
you at the cross. At the cross, He showed His passion for you by dying for 
your sins and paying the price we could not pay. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen! Thank You, Lord, for Your passion for us. 
  



7 
 

 WORD  
 

GREETING 
 

    Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

   Hosanna in the highest! 

 
 We greet one another with a sign of peace. 
 

KYRIE  

 

 
  

A  For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,  
  and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 A     For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us  

   pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious lord. 
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SALUTATION 
 

    The Lord be with you. 

   And also with you. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

    Let us pray. 
Lord Jesus Christ, on this day, You entered Jerusalem with pomp and 
circumstance, yet Your true passion was to be sacrificed for our sins. Help 
us, we pray, to look past the pomp and circumstance and see Your passion 
for us; we ask this in Your name, who with the Father and Holy Spirit are 
one God, one Lord, now and forever. 

   Amen. 
 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 32:36–39   

(God will vindicate His people.) 
Indeed the Lord will vindicate his people, 
   have compassion on his servants, 
when he sees that their power is gone, 
   neither bond nor free remaining. 
Then he will say: Where are their gods, 
   the rock in which they took refuge, 
who ate the fat of their sacrifices, 
   and drank the wine of their libations? 
Let them rise up and help you, 
   let them be your protection! 
 

See now that I, even I, am he; 
   there is no god besides me. 
I kill and I make alive; 
   I wound and I heal; 
   and no one can deliver from my hand. 

 
 This is the Word of the Lord. 

   Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM  Psalm 118:19–29  

 

 The Lord is my strength and my sóng,* 

 and he has become my salvátion. 
 

 There is a sound of exultation and victorý* 

 in the tents of the ríghteous: 
 

 The right hand of the Lord has tríumphed!* 

  The right hand of the Lord is exalted!  / 

    The right hand of the Lord has tríumphed!” 
 

 I shall not die, but líve,* 

  and declare the works of the Lórd. 
 
 The Lord has punished me sórely,* 

  but he did not hand me over to déath. 
 

 Open for me the gates of righteousnéss;* 

  I will enter them;   /   (breathe) 

    I will offer thanks to the Lórd. 
 

 This is the gate of the Lórd;* 

  he who is righteous may énter. 
 

 I will give thanks to you, for you answered mé* 

  and have become my salvátion. 
 

 The same stone which the builders rejécted* 

  has become the chief cornerstóne. 
 

 This is the Lord’s dóing,* 

  and it is marvelous in our eýes. 
 

 On this day the Lord has ácted;* 

  we will rejoice and be glad in ít. 
 

 Hosanna, Lord, hosánna!* 

  Lord, send us now succéss. 
 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lórd;* 

  we will bless you from the house of the Lórd. 
 

 God is the Lord;  /   (breathe) 

    he has shined upón us;* 

  form a procession with branches up to the horns of the áltar. 
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 “You are my God, and I will thánk you;* 

  You are my God,   /   (breathe) 

   and I will exált you.” 
 

 Give thanks to the Lord,   /   (breathe) 

   For he is goód;* 

  His mercy endures foréver. 
 

 

EPISTLE Philippians 2:5–11  

(Paul reveals what the mind of Christ is.) 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of God, 
   did not regard equality with God 
   as something to be exploited, 
but emptied himself, 
   taking the form of a slave, 
   being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, 
   he humbled himself 
   and became obedient to the point of death— 
   even death on a cross. 
 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 
   and gave him the name 
   that is above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus 
   every knee should bend, 
   in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue should confess 
   that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
   to the glory of God the Father. 

 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 

   Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN  “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SERMON “The King is Coming” 
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CREED  
 

   I believe in one God, 
 the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth 
 and of all things visible and invisible. 

   And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the only-begotten Son of God, 
 begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 very God of very God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 being of one substance with the Father, 
 by whom all things were made; 
 who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
 and was made truly human; 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered and was buried. 

  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
  and ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
 And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 
and the dead, 
 whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord and giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, 
 who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

    Almighty God, King of the universe, we come before You humbly asking 
that You would hear our prayers and answer them according to Your will. 
We bow before You and give unto You our worship and praise. 

   We worship You not because we love You, but You loved us 
first and gave the King’s ransom to pay our sin’s debt. Thank 
You, Jesus, for loving us so much. 

 
    We thank You for the working of the Holy Spirit in our hearts and lives 

both to bring us to faith and keep us in the faith. 

   Continue to open the eyes of our hearts and those around 
us, that we might see Your entry with palms for what it 
really was—Your passion to save us. 

 
    As we near the day of Your return, we see a world in turmoil. 

   Help us, Prince of Peace, amid all the chaos, to keep our eyes 
fixed on You. 

 
    You are a benevolent King, known to grant requests. 

   While You walked this earth, You granted the requests of the 
blind, the lame, the deaf, and even the widow at Nain, who 
did not ask You for anything, and You raised her son back to 
life.  

 
   We lift up those who are sick and those who are suffering, [including . . .]. 

  Be with them, ease their pain, and bring relief from 
sicknesses through doctors, nurses, medicines, and miracles 
to accomplish Your will in their lives. 

 
    You tell us in Your Word to remember those in authority. We lift up those 

who hold seats of power. 

   For rulers in all places, high and low, north, south, east, and 
west, we ask that Your Spirit would guide them and Satan’s 
power be thwarted in all places. 

 
    For Your church in all places, that the Gospel would be powerfully 

proclaimed this week, and the Holy Spirit stir faith in the hearts of many, 

   use us according to Your will, that others may see the life of 
Jesus in us. 
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    Before Your throne, almighty King, we lift these and all petitions of our 
hearts, trusting You will answer all according to Your will. 

   We pray in the name of Jesus, who with the Father and Holy 
Spirit is one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

OFFERING and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC   “Mantos y Palmas”                      Avila/Gertrude C. Suppe                                         

(Filled with Excitement)  
Choir 

 

 SACRAMENT  
 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22 
 

    The Lord be with you. 

   And also with you. 
 

    Lift up your hearts. 

   We lift them to the Lord. 
 

    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

   It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
 

    It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who accomplished the salvation of all 
people by the tree of the cross that, where death arose, there life also 
might rise again and that the serpent who overcame by the tree of the 
garden might likewise by the tree of the cross be overcome. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
 
SANCTUS   
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; 

Luke 22:19–20; 
1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
    Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 
said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 
new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 

    As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes. 

   Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

    O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood 
to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross 
and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection 
from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final 
judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
 

    Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 
PAX DOMINI 

    The peace of the Lord be with you always.      Amen. 
 

 
AGNUS DEI  
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN  “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”  
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NUNC DIMITTIS   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 

    Let us pray. 
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 
feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us 
firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of 
His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.     Amen. 
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BENEDICTION Numbers 6:23–26 
 

     The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.    Amen. 
 

HYMN  “Ride On, King Jesus”   
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Our Confession about Communion 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body and blood 
under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' 
body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine, we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for 
the forgiveness of sins. 
 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through faith as we 
eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the Gospel made visible and is offered for those 
who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus Christ and in 
our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
 a. has been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of the Triune 
God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord and concur in our 
confession.  
 b. is not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and persistent form of 
hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
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