Second Sunday after Christmas
January 5, 2025
10:30 a.m.

SHINES IN THIESS
DARKNESS, AND
THE DARKNESS
HAS NOT

OVERCOME IT.
John 1:5, ESV
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During the twelve days of Christmas we continue to sing and be radiant over the
goodness of God. We celebrate the light that the darkness has not overcome, Jesus
Christ our Lord. That light is made known to us in the incarnation, God sharing our
humanity in the Word made flesh. In communion, the Word is made flesh in us as
well, that we may go forth from worship to share the light of Christ in our daily lives.

WELCOME
PRELUDE

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Stand

[P] In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

EXHORTATION

[P] Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

[P] If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness.

Kneel/ Remain Standing

[P] O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which | have ever offended You and justly deserved
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for
them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

[P] Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Stand
GREETING OF PEACE Share a greeting of peace with those around you.



SERVICE OF THE WORD

HYMN “The Bells of Christmas”
harmonized for part-singing
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6) Come, Je-sus, glo-rjous heav'n-_ly guest,
And keep your Christ-mas_ in_ our breast;
The Da- vid’s harp-strings, hushed_ so long.
Shall swell our ju-_bi-lee of song.

Meter: L.M. (88.88)

Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, pub. 1817 Source: Tune: Det kimer nu til Julefest
Tr.: Charles P. Krauth, 1867, alt. LBW 62 C. C. N. Balle, 1850
GREETING

[P] The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

A .
o —— e Ny
r—Ta e e e e e et |
) o _ "
Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
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A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to

the Lord.

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

A Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.

| 1
[ I 1 I I I T L h 1 I I I n T T

I — N 1 T T I  — T
I )
1 1 v 5
o) T —

Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
O Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav'n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

[?] The Lord be with you. And also with you.

[P] Let us pray. [P] Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word
who became flesh and lived among us. Let the light of our faith shine in all that we
do; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Sit
Children are invited to the Fireside Lounge for the Children’s Lesson.

FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 31:7-14

Like the prophets who announce homecoming and salvation in the book of Isaiah, Jeremiah
announces the wondrous homecoming of God's people from exile. Once again the Lord
enters in human history to fulfill the covenantal promise made during the exodus from
Egypt so long ago: "l will be your God, and you will be my people."

Thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,

and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,

"Save, O LORD, your people,

the remnant of Israel."

See, | am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame, those with child and

those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations | will lead them back,
I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for | have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
Hear the word of the LORD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock."
For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;



their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
| will turn their mourning into joy,
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.

R This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND LESSON Ephesians 1:3-14

The letter to the Ephesians addresses the church concerning God's plans and purpose for
the world. It begins with a prayer thanking God for the blessings that already belong to us
in Christ and for the yet more glorious future that awaits us.

[R] Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and
blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise
of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom
and insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his
good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to
gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In Christ we
have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the
purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will,
so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the
praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth,
the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the
seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward
redemption as God's own people, to the praise of his glory.

R This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Stand
ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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HOLY GOSPEL [P] The Holy Gospel of John, chapter 1, beginning at verse 1.
Glory to You, O Lord.

John's gospel presents Jesus as the full embodiment of God's grace and truth, as the one
who reveals God's love for the whole creation.

[P] Inthe beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being
in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not
the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world.]

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world
did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not
accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived
among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of
grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, "This was he of whom | said,
'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.'") From
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen
God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him
known.



[P] This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Sit
MESSAGE
Stand
HYMN “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”
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Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348—c. 413; tr. John Mason Neale, 181866, sts. 1-4, alt.;

tr. Henry W. Baker, 1821-77, st. 5
Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent., mode V

Text and tane: Public domain

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

DIVINUM MYSTERIUM
87 87877

I Thon. 3:16: Rev: 1:8; Johu 1:1; Phil, 2:11

[P] Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people

according to their needs.

Other prayers are inserted here. Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to
which the congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.”

The prayers conclude:

[P] Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS

11



OFFERING
You may contribute online using the QR code or place a gift in
the offering plate at the door along with the interest sheet.

OB
Give Now
OFFERTORY MUSIC

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Stand

[P] Let us pray. Merciful Father,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have given us—
ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen.

PREFACE

[P] The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

[P] Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

[P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

[P] Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

12



SANCTUS
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Tru-ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

[P] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take,
eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

[P] In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

LORD’S PRAYER

Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people
from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the
language or version closest to your heart.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

13
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we pray.
And grant us peace, 0 Lord, we  pray.
Sit

THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar to receive communion
elements along with an individual cup of wine or grape juice. Gluten-free available.

HYMN TThe First Noel” _
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Meter: irregular
English carol, 17th century
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[Pl The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace. Amen.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

[P] Let us pray.

[P] O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in the Sacrament, and we ask
You not to forsake Your children but always rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

[P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen.
[Pl Go in peace; serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!
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CLOSING HYMN

“Joy to the World”
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POSTLUDE

Our Confession about Communion

1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body and blood
under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not mere symbols of
Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine we receive in fact the body and blood of
Christ for the forgiveness of sins.

2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through faith as
we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His resurrection and
ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the Gospel made visible, and is
offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness."

3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus Christ and in
our love for one another.

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who:
a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of the Triune
God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord, and concur in our
confession;

b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and persistent form
of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person.
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors.
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