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Preaching is powerful, and the power is in the word of God. That word can convict 
us of sin and raise us to new life. That word can heal divisions in Christ's body and 
help us appreciate the gifts of others. And that Word has become flesh in Jesus of 
Nazareth. In this week of prayer for Christian unity, we join with other Christians to 
pray that we can come together in Christ. 
 

WELCOME 

PRELUDE 

INVOCATION 

Stand 
 

  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  Amen. 
 

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS    (Psalm 19:7, 12, 14)  

   The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul, 

  the decrees of the Lord are sure, making wise the simple. 
  

  But who can detect their errors? 

  Clear me from hidden faults. Let the words of my mouth and the 
meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and 
my redeemer. 
  
Kneel/ Remain Standing 
 

  Let us confess our sin to God our Father. 

  I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, 
word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most 
grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, 
forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.    Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

GREETING OF PEACE   Share a greeting of peace with those around you. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

HYMN   “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” 
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GREETING  

  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 

KYRIE  

 

 
  
A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  
A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
  
A Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS   
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  

  The Lord be with you.      And also with you. 
  Let us pray.   Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your 

kingdom and to teach with authority. Anoint us with the power of your 

Spirit, that we, too, may bring good news to the afflicted, bind up the 

brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captive; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

Sit 

Children are invited to the Fireside Lounge for the Children’s Lesson. 
 

FIRST LESSON  Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
The exiles have returned. Under Nehemiah they have rebuilt the city of Jerusalem and its 
walls. Now the people ask Ezra, the priest, to read the law of Moses to them in the public 
square. When they hear it they weep for their sins, for the long years in exile, and for the 
joy of the Lord that was their strength. 

 

 When the seventh month came--the people of Israel being settled in 
their towns--all the people gathered together into the square before the 
Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, 
which the LORD had given to Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the 
law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with 
understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. He read from 
it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, 
in the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; 
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and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. And Ezra 
opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all 
the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra 
blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, "Amen, 
Amen," lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped 
the LORD with their faces to the ground. So they read from the book, from 
the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the  people 
understood the reading. 
   And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and 
the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, "This day is holy to 
the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep." For all the people wept when 
they heard the words of the law. Then he said to them, "Go your way, eat the 
fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom 
nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, 
for the joy of the LORD is your strength." 

 

  This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND LESSON  1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 

Paul writes to the divided congregation in Corinth to tell them what it means for the church 
to be the one body of Christ. 

 

 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 
For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free--and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
   Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the 
foot would say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the 
body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the 
ear would say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," 
that would not make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body 
were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were 
hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God arranged 
the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a 
single member, where would the body be? As it is, there are many 
members, yet one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no 
need of you," nor again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you." 
On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, and those members of the body that we think less 
honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable 
members are treated with greater respect; whereas our more 
respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the 
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body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, that there may 
be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the 
same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together 
with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 
   Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And 
God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third 
teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of 
assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. Are all 
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do 
all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 
But strive for the greater gifts. 

   

  This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 

 

 

 
 

 

HOLY GOSPEL   The Holy Gospel of Luke, chapter 4, beginning at verse 14.    

Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Near the beginning of Jesus' public ministry, he visits his hometown of Nazareth. In the 

words of Isaiah, he clearly states his purpose and mission. 

 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a 
report about him spread through all the surrounding country. He began to teach 
in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 
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   When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the 
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
place where it was written: 
   "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
      because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. 
   He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
      and recovery of sight to the blind, 
         to let the oppressed go free, 
   to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." 
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes 
of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, "Today 
this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing." 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven, 
       And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
  From thence He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, 
      the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Sit 

MESSAGE 
 

Stand 
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HYMN  “God Has Spoken By His Prophets” 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 
which the congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.”   
 
The prayers conclude: 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OFFERING 

You may contribute online using the QR code or place a gift in 

the offering plate at the door along with the interest sheet.  

 

Stand 
  Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

 we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have given us—
ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

PREFACE   

  The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 
   Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world 
You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the 
substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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SANCTUS   

 

 

 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 
language or version closest to your heart. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD   

 

 

 

 
 
 
Sit 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar to receive communion 

elements along with an individual cup of wine or grape juice. Gluten-free available.   
 
 
 

HYMN   “Thy Word is a Lamp” 
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Text and Music: © 1984 Meadowgreen Music Co. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia 

Publishing House. 

 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 

body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace.   Amen. 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS   
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 Let us pray. 

   O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in the Sacrament, and we ask 
You not to forsake Your children but always rule our hearts and minds by 
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.     Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.     Amen. 
 

   Go in peace; serve the Lord.    Thanks be to God! 

 
CLOSING HYMN  “O Word of God Incarnate” 
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POSTLUDE 
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Our Confession about Communion 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body and blood 

under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not mere symbols of 

Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine we receive in fact the body and blood of 

Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 
 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through faith as 

we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His resurrection and 

ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the Gospel made visible, and is 

offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus Christ and in 

our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 

a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of the Triune 

God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord, and concur in our 

confession;  

   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and persistent form 

of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors.   
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