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The arrival is fast approaching; the light from the Advent wreath is growing. How
shall we prepare for God's coming among us? With joy! With resolute action! With
prayer and thanksgiving! The Lord is near.

WELCOME

PRELUDE

Stand
INVOCATION

[P] Inthe name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH John 1:5, 9

[P] Each week in Advent we light a candle as we prepare for the arrival of the
Savior, who would come to His people in human flesh and who promises to come
again.

In a world of darkness, a light shines.
Jesus Christ is the light of the world.

[P] The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it.

HYMN “Light One Candle”
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1 Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah: let thelightban-ish dark - ness.
2 Light two can-dlesto watch for Mes-si - ah: let the light ban-ish  dark - ness.
3 Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom - ise.
He shall feed the flocklike a shepherd, gent-ly lead themhome - ward.
Lift your headsand lift highthe gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
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Text: Wayne
Music:  Yadeli
Texl & AfF

o TIF IN VELDELE
1. Wayne L. Wokl. b. 1954 10T 9 &

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

[P] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel/ Remain Standing
[P] Most merciful God,

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name. Amen.

[P]  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ,
and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your
sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

GREETING OF PEACE Share a greeting of peace with those around you.
.SERVICE OF THE WORD




HYMN “Rejoice, Rejoice Believers”
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1 Re - joice, re-joice, be-liev - ers, And let your lights ap - pear;

2 The watch-ers on the moun - tain
3 The saints, who here in pa - tience

Pro - claim the Bride-groom near;

Their cross and

suf - f’rings bore,

4 Our hope and ex-pec-ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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The eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing, And dark-er night is near.
Go forth as He ap - proach - es With al - le - lu-ias clear
Shall live and reign for - ev - er When sor-row is no more.
A - rise, O Sun so longed for, O’er this be-night-ed sphere.
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The Bride-groom is
The

a-ris - ing And soon
mar - riage feast is wait - ing; The gates wide o - pen stand.

A - round the throne of glo - ry The Lamb they shall
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, We plead, O Lord, to

is draw - ing nigh.

be - hold;
see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; At mid - night comes the cry.
A -rise, O heirs of glo - ry; The Bride-groom is at hand.
In tri-umph cast be - fore Him Their di - a - dems of gold.
The day of earth’s re-demp - tion That sets Your peo - ple free!
e
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Text: Laurentius Lavrenti, 1660-1722; (. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907, alt.
Tune: Swedish; setting: Henry V. Gerike, b. 1948

S—

Text and tune: Public domain
Selting: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House
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Maii. 25:1-6; Rev 5:11-14; Mal. 4:2; Matr. 13.35-37

[P] From the one who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty:
grace, light, and peace be with you all. And also with you.
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[P] In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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“Lord,  have mer - cv.

[P] For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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*Lord,. have mer - cy.

[P] For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, ~  have mer - «cy.

[P] For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let
us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
[P] Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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bless-ing and glo-ry are his. This is the feast of
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vic-tory for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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hymn of all  cre-a - tion: Bless-ing and hon - or and
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his__reign. Al - le - lu-ia. Al-le - ln - ia.
[P] The Lord be with you. [8 And also with you.

[P] Almighty God, you once called John the Baptist to give witness to the coming of
your Son and to prepare his way. Grant us, your people, the wisdom to see your
purpose today and the openness to hear your will, that we may witness to Christ's
coming and so prepare his way; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

FIRST LESSON Zephaniah 3:14-20
The prophet Zephaniah's message is mostly one of judgment for sin. This reading, however,
which comes from the conclusion of the book, pictures the new people of God (3:12-13).
Judgment has brought repentance and salvation, and now is the time of celebration.

[Rl Sing aloud, O daughter Zion;
shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter Jerusalem!
The LORD has taken away the judgments against you,
he has turned away your enemies.
The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst;
you shall fear disaster no more.
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
Do not fear, O Zion;
do not let your hands grow weak.
The LORD, your God, is in your midst,
a warrior who gives victory;
he will rejoice over you with gladness,
he will renew you in his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing
as on a day of festival.
I will remove disaster from you,so that you will not bear reproach for it.
I will deal with all your oppressors
at that time.
And | will save the lame



and gather the outcast,
and | will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth.
At that time | will bring you home,
at the time when | gather you;
for I will make you renowned and praised
among all the peoples of the earth,
when | restore your fortunes
before your eyes, says the LORD.

Rl This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND LESSON Philippians 4:4-7
The theme of joy sounded in the first reading continues in Paul's confident words to the
Philippians. Although he writes from prison, Paul finds hope in the assurance that hearts
and minds are guarded securely by the peace of God.

[RI Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness
be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

R] This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Stand

intro: one chord
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* Al-le-lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You
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* have the words of e- tler-nal life. Al - fe - llu - ia.

GOSPEL [P] The Gospel is written in Luke chapter 2 beginning at verse 1.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Before he begins his account of Jesus' ministry, Luke describes the work of John the Baptist,
who proclaimed the good news in startling images. Radical generosity and faithfulness in
vocation are among the fruits of repentance John identifies.

[P] Inthose days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius
was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her



child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory
of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to
them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all
the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words
and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

[P} This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PLAY “Extraordinary Gifts”
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Stand

HYMN “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri - um-phant! O
2 High - est, most ho - ly, Light of Light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, Sing in ex -ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this hap-py mom -ing;
come ye, O come___ ye to Beth - le - hem;
Born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal He comes;
Sing, all ye cit - i- zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to Thee_ _ {7 glo - ry giv'n!
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Come and be - hold Him Born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God In the high - est:
Word of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

[P] Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.

Other prayers are inserted here. Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to
which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.” The prayers conclude:

[P] Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS

OFFERING

You may contribute online using the QR code or place a gift in the
offering plate at the door along with the interest sheet.

OFFERTORY MUSIC

E.

Give Now

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
Stand
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[P] Let us pray. O Mighty One,

you have done great things for us, and holy is your name. Bless all
we offer you--our selves, our time, and our possessions--that through
us your grace and favor may be made known to all the world; for the
sake of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. Amen.

PREFACE
[P] The Lord be with you.
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* And_ al-so__ with__ you.
[P] Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to___ the Lord.
[P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

[P] Itisindeed right and salutary that we should ... and so we praise your

name and join their unending hymn:
intro: one chord

* Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho -1ly Lord, Lord

T
I
¥ -

—6 ﬁu T Y f — f o ———
L \.jl } } Il i ; - Il ; ¥ ™
God of pow'r and might: Heav'n and earth are full
H 4 | ] \
|- Y T T I T T T T T T T ]
ot | o o 3] o P —— E—— 1 :
L \!/‘IJ ¥ T " T i '. L. 2| U‘ 1
of your glo - ry. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
Hn 4 | |
- - T T T T T ]
(== B e e e =
Y ’ , v : .
Bless - ed is he who comes__ in the name____
£ & I |
i : e : — A
== : 5 H
! I T . . “
* of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

[P] Inthe night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

[P] Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people
from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the
language or version closest to your heart.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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® Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world;
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world; grant____  us peace, grant_____  us peace.

THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar to receive communion
elements along with an individual cup of wine or grape juice. Gluten-free available.
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HYMN “God Loves Me Dearly”
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1 God loves me dear - ly, Grants me sal -
21 was in slav. - ’ry, Sin, death, and
3 He sent forth Je - sus, My dear Re -
4 Je - sus, my Sav - ior, Him - self did
5 Now I will praise You, O Love E -
J
:H IAY 1 - 0] EI : = i  J {
i o 9 | AL | 1 + r I ! {
f) & " —
o R I ) el 1 % £3 W TR X I 1 I T n | |
= i I o = |
S ° - ¢ —g—
va - tion, God loves me dear - ly, Loves e - ven me.

dark - ness; God’s love was work - ing To  make me free.
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Text: August Rische, 1819-1906; tr. composite GOTT IST DIE LIEBE
Tune: German; setting: Al God's People Sing!, 1992 53 54 and refrain
Text and music: Public domain ¥ John 4:9-10: John 3:16; Rom. 5.8; Eph. 2:4-5
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Stand
[P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in

his grace. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT AND PRAYER

intro: one chord
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[P] Letus pray. O God, in this eucharist you give us a foretaste of that day when
all the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your
deeds, and to proclaim the greatness of your name. Grant this through the one
whose advent is certain, whose day draws near, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

BENEDICTION

[P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Amen.
[Pl Go in peace; serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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CLOSING HYMN “Joyful Joyful, We Adore Thee”
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1 Joy-ful, joy - ful we a-dore Thee, God of glo-ry, Lord of love!
2 All Thy works with joy sur-round Thee, Earth and heav’n re-flect Thy rays,
A 3 Thouart giv - ing and for-giv - ing, Ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un-fold like flow’rs be-fore Thee, Prais-ing Thee, their sun a - bove.
Stars and an-gels sing a-roundThee, Cen-ter of un-bro-ken praise.
Well-spring of the joy of liv - ing, O - cean-depth of hap-py rest!

Melt the clouds of sin and sad-ness, Drive the gloom of doubt a-way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, Flow-’'ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Fa - ther, Son, and Ho-ly Spir - it, Foun-tain-head of love di-vine:
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Giv - er of im - mor - tal glad-ness, Fill us with the light of day.
Chant-ing bird, and flow - ing foun-tain Call us to re-joice in Thee.
Joy - ful, we Thy heav’n in- her - it! Joy-ful, we by grace are Thine!
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Text: Henry Van Dyke, 18521913, alt. HYMN TO JOY

Music: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796-1867 8787D
Text and music: Public domain Ps 5:14: Phil 424 Ps. 8:3
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Our Confession about Communion

1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body
and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not
mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine we receive in
fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins.

2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through

faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the
Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness."

3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus
Christ and in our love for one another.

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who:

a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of
the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord,
and concur in our confession;

b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and
persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person.

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors.
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