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All that we have--our lives, families, possessions, labor, and talents--comes from God 
and belongs to God. From the Christian perspective, we are not owners but stewards 
of all that the Creator has given us. And all that we have is given to us for the good of 
others. The divine economy works with equity for all, a hand always open to the poor, 
the outcast, and the forgotten ones. God's bounty gives us the grace to hold nothing 

back in serving God. 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE   
 

INVOCATION      
Stand 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But 

if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Kneel/ Remain Standing 

 Most merciful God, 

 We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name.  Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, 

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your 

sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
GREETING OF PEACE   Share a greeting of peace with those around you. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

HYMN  “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” 

  
continued on next page 
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 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 
 

KYRIE   (Cong. sings “c” parts) 

 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 

 The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
 Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and precious 

promises to those who trust in You. Grant us so firmly to believe in Your Son, Jesus, 
that our faith may never be found wanting; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.          

  Amen.  
 
Sit 

 

Children are invited to the Fireside Lounge for the Children’s Lesson. 
 

FIRST LESSON  1 Kings 17:8-16 
The books of Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings present a theological perspective derived 
from the book of Deuteronomy. One of the basic themes of this theological perspective is 
that faithful obedience to God's Law brings blessing while disobedience brings curse. Today's 
reading dramatizes God's power over nature to reward obedience to the Law (survival) and 
to punish disobedience (drought). 

 

 The word of the LORD came to Elijah, saying,  "Go now to Zarephath, which 
belongs to Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed 
you." So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, 
a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, "Bring me a little 
water in a vessel, so that I may drink." As she was going to bring it, he called to her 
and said, "Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand." But she said, "As the LORD 
your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil 
in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go home and prepare 
it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die." Elijah said to her, "Do not be 
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afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and bring it 
to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and your son. For thus says 
the LORD the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil 
will not fail until the day that the LORD sends rain on the earth." She went and did 
as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate for many days. The 
jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of 
the LORD that he spoke by Elijah. 

  This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON  Hebrews 9:24-28 
The letter to the Hebrews describes Christ as a high priest who offers himself as a sacrifice 
for our sin. Christ does not die again and again each year. He has died once, is alive with 
God, and will reveal himself on the last day. 

 

 Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the 
true one, but he entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God 
on our behalf. Nor was it to offer himself again and again, as the high priest enters 
the Holy Place year after year with blood that is not his own; for then he would 
have had to suffer again and again since the foundation of the world. But as it is, 
he has appeared once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice of 
himself. And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once, and after that the 
judgment, so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will 
appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly 
waiting for him. 

 

  This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 
ALLELUIA 
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GOSPEL    The Holy Gospel according to Mark, chapter 12, starting at verse 38.   

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

After engaging in a series of public arguments with religious leaders in the temple, Jesus 
contrasts the proud and evil ways of those leaders with the sacrificial humility and poverty 
of the widow. 

 

   As Jesus taught, he said, "Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in 
long robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have the 
best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets! They devour 
widows' houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive 
the greater condemnation." 
   He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into 
the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in 
two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. Then he called his disciples and 
said to them, "Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who 
are contributing to the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of their 
abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to 
live on." 

 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven, 
       And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
  From thence He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, 
      the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
Sit 

MESSAGE  
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Stand 

HYMN   “We Give Thee but Thine Own” 

 
 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 

people according to their needs. 
 
Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 
which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 
Sit 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

SERVICE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

OFFERING 
You may contribute online using the QR code or place a gift in 
offering plate at the door along with the interest sheet.  

  

 
OFFERTORY MUSIC 
 

OFFERTORY SONG AND PRAYER 
Stand 

 

 

  
  Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

 we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given 
us—ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 
love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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THE PREFACE 
   The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 

  Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
    It is indeed right ... 
     we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 
language or version closest to your heart. 
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  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 
Sit 

THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar to receive communion 

elements along with an individual cup of wine or grape juice. Gluten-free available.   
 

HYMN   “Seek Ye First” 



13 

 

HYMN   “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” 
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Stand 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE AND PRAYER  

 

 

  Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you 
would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith towards you and in fervent love 

toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

  Amen. 
   Go in peace; serve the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
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CLOSING HYMN   “For the Fruits of His Creation” 

 
continued on next page 

 
 
POSTLUDE 
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Our Confession about Communion 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body 
and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not 
mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine we receive in fact 
the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 
 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 
faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 
Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 
Christ and in our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
 a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 
the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord, and 
concur in our confession;  
 b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and 
persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us! 


