Third Sunday of Easter
April 14, 2024
10:30 a.m.

Jesus himself stood among
them and said to them,

“Peace be with you.”

Luke 24:36, NRSV

MARTIN LUTHER CHA{E[

“Christ- Students- Community Coming Together”

444 Abbot Road | East Lansing, M148823 | (517) 332-0778
www.martinlutherchapel.org



The church gathers in the power of the risen Lord. Here in this assembly made holy
by its consecration in baptism, Christ opens the scriptures and reveals himself to us.
Gathered at his table as the bread is broken, we see that his life has been broken for
us, so that our broken lives might be healed. From the table of the word and the
table of the eucharist, Christ feeds us with his love and abundant mercy.

WELCOME
PRELUDE

INVOCATION
Stand
[P] Inthe name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

[P] Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your

holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

[P] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel/ Remain Standing
[P]  Most merciful God,

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

[P] Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Stand
GREETING OF PEACE

Introduce yourself to those around you, greeting them with the greeting of peace.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
HYMN “Christ the Lord is Risen Today”
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1 “Christ the Lord is ris'n to-day!” Saints on earth and an- gels say;
2 Love’s re-deem-ing work is done, Fought the fight, the bat - tle won;
3 Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; Christ hath burst the gates of hell.
4 Lives a - gain our glo-rious King! Where, O death, is now thy sting?
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Raise your joys and tri - umphs high; Sing, ye heav’ns, and earth, re - ply.
Lo! Our Sun’s e-clipse is o'er; Lo! He sets in blood no more.
Death in vain for-bids His  rise; Christ has o - pened par - a - dise.
Once He died our souls to save; Where thy vic - to - ry, O grave?
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Soar we now where Christ has led; 6 Hail the Lord of earth and heav’'n!

Foll’wing our exalted Head.
Made like Him, like Him we rise;
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies.

Praise to Thee by both be giv'n!
Thee we greet triumphant now:
Hail, the resurrection, Thou!

ORIENTIS PARTIBUS
77

Text: Charles Wesley, 170788, alt.
Tune: French, 13th cent.; setting: The Lutheran Hyninal, 1941

Text and music: Public domain Luke 24:4-7; 1 Cor. 15:55-57; 1 Peter [:18-21; Rew 5:9-13

[P] The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

[P]

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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*Lord, have mer - cy.

[P] For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God and

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let

[P]
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have__ mer - cy.
[P]
us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

[P]

HYMN OF PRAISE
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

] The Lord be with you. And also with you.

[P] O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world, rescuing
us from the hopelessness of death. Grant your faithful people a share in the joys
that are eternal; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Sit
Children are invited to the Fireside Lounge for the Children’s Lesson.

FIRST LESSON Acts 3:12-19
Peter testifies to the Easter faith, proclaiming that Christ's resurrection fulfills the promises
of God and brings blessing even to those who killed him.

[Rl Peter addressed the people, "You Israelites, why do you wonder at this,
or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made
this man walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,
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the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed
over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release
him. But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a
murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised
from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name
itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that
is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of
you.

"And now, friends, | know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your
rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets,
that his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your
sins may be wiped out."

R] This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND LESSON 1 John 3:1-7
The First Letter of John encourages Christians to abide in Christ so that God's love will be
found in them. The baptized are children of God in Christ. To be a child of God is to have a
mission: to offer God's love in a world of conflict.

[Rl See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children
of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is
that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will
be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed,
we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in
him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You
know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No
one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known
him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right
is righteous, just as he is righteous.

Rl This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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words of e-ter - nal - life. l-le-iu - ia. Al-le-lu - ia.
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GOSPEL [P] The Gospel of Luke, written in chapter 24, beginning at verse 36.
Glory to You, O Lord.



In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the
disciples to understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces the disciples that he has been
raised, and sends them on a mission to proclaim the message of repentance and
forgiveness.

[P] Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, "Peace be with you."
They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He
said to them, "Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?
Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is | myself. Touch me and see; for a
ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that | have." And when he had
said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, "Have you anything here to
eat?" They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their
presence.

Then he said to them, "These are my words that | spoke to you while | was still
with you--that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets,
and the psalms must be fulfilled." Then he opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer
and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness
of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.
You are witnesses of these things."

[P] This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

MESSAGE



Stand
HYMN “Christ The Lord is Risen Today”
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INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
[P] Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.



Other prayers are inserted here. Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to
which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.” The prayers conclude:

[P] Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS
SERVICE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
OFFERING
You may contribute online using the QR code or place a gift in Ok
the offering plate at the door along with the interest sheet. z A_\
o
OFFERTORY PRAYER AND SONG

[P] Let us pray. Merciful Father,
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have given us—
ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious
love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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THE PREFACE

[Pl The Lord be with you.
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[P] Lift up your hearts.
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[P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

[P] In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

[P] Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people
from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the
language or version closest to your heart.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen

THE LAMB OF GOD
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Sit

THE DISTRIBUTION You may approach the altar as space is available to receive
communion elements pre-packaged or from the common loaf, along with an
individual cup of wine or grape juice. Gluten-free options are available.
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HYMN “l Am The Bread of Life”
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THE BLESSING
[P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. Amen.
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE AND PRAYER

intro: one chord
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[P] Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a
foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood.
Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our pilgrimage that, on the day of His
coming, we may, together with all your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of
the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, who lives and

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

[P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen.

[P] Go in peace; serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

CLOSING HYMN “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia”
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Our Confession about Communion

Our Confession

1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body
and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not
mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine, we receive in
fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins.

2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us
through faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and
death, His resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is
truly the Gospel made visible and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after
righteousness."

3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus
Christ and in our love for one another.

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who:
a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of
the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord,

and concur in our confession;
b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and

persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person.
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors.

The Ordinary of the service and the propers from “Words for Worship” (CD), ©2005 from Augsburg-
Fortress Publishing Houses. CCLI #1534397; One License A-703166.
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