
Third Sunday in Lent 
March 3, 2024 

10:30 AM 

 
 

 
 
 

 
“Christ- Students- Community Coming Together” 

444 Abbot Road | East Lansing, MI 48823 | (517) 332-0778 
www.martinlutherchapel.org 



 
2 

In our Gospel today, we find Jesus clearing the temple of all those who have made it 
a house of trade. Jesus disrupts not just the sinfulness of these practices, showing a 
different side of Him than we expect to see. He also disrupted the status quo—
everyday realities that had come to be accepted in the temple. May Jesus so disrupt 
our lives where it is needed. 
 

WELCOME 

PRELUDE 

Stand 

INVOCATION 
 

 In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES 
 

 God invites us to gather in His name. 

 We are gathered to worship and praise. 
 

 Our heavenly Father’s house is a house of prayer for all the nations. 

 He gathers people from every corner of the earth to sing His 
praises. 

 

 We listen to God’s Word. 

 We hear the message proclaimed of Christ crucified. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

 Though this is a house of prayer, we do not always honor God’s house as we 
should. Still, our heavenly Father is merciful, and He invites us ever into His 
house to ask for forgiveness. 

 
Silence for reflection. 
 

 Heavenly Father, 

 we have sinned against You and against our neighbors. We 
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. Disrupt our sinfulness. Forgive us, 
renew us, and restore us, on account of Jesus. Amen. 
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 Almighty God in His mercy sent Jesus into our world, not only to disrupt our 
sinfulness but also to forgive us by His death and resurrection. As a called 
and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 Amen. We are forgiven because of Christ crucified. 
 
Stand 
GREETING OF PEACE  
Introduce yourself to those around you, greeting them with the greeting of peace. 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

HYMN   “As The Sun With Longer Journey“ 
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GREETING  

  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 

KYRIE  

  
 
The GLORIA IN EXCELSIS is omitted during Lent.  
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  

  The Lord be with you.      And also with you. 
  Let us pray. Eternal Lord, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world 

through the life, death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your Word 
and obey it, so that we become instruments of your redeeming love; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 
 

Sit 

Children are invited to the Fireside Lounge for the Children’s Lesson. 
 

FIRST READING Exodus 20:1-17 
This covenant is the third one the church hears in this cycle of readings. After escaping from 
slavery, the Israelites come to Mount Sinai where God instructs them how to live together in 
community. The Ten Commandments recognize that God is the creator of all things. Flowing 
from God, the life of the community flourishes when marked by the basic building blocks 
recounted in today's reading: honesty, trust, fidelity, and respect for life, family, and property. 
 

 God spoke all these words: I am the LORD your God, who brought you 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other 
gods before me. 
   You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that 
is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under 
the earth.  You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD 
your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to 
the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing 
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steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 
   You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the 
LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
   Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy.  Six days you shall labor and do 
all your work.  But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall 
not do any work--you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, 
your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns.  For in six days the LORD 
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh 
day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.  
   Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land 
that the LORD your God is giving you. 
   You shall not murder. 
   You shall not commit adultery. 
   You shall not steal. 
   You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
   You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's 
wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbor. 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING  1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
Paul's preaching about the salvation God offers through the cross was met with suspicion. 

How can victory come out of death? Some thought this message was nonsense. But Paul 

announces that God's wisdom overturns common expectations about who God is and where 

God intends to be. 

 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  For it is written,  
   "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
      and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart." 
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of 
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?  For since, in 
the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God 
decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who 
believe.  For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim 
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to 
those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and 
the wisdom of God.  For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God's weakness is stronger than human strength.   

 

  This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

LENTEN VERSE 

 

 

 
 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL  The Gospel is written in John, chapter 2 beginning at verse 13.  

  Glory to You, O Lord. 

Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving merchants out of the temple. 

When challenged, he responds mysteriously, with the first prediction of his own death and 

resurrection. In the midst of a seemingly stable religious center, Jesus suggests that the 

center itself has changed. 

 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  In the 
temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers 
seated at their tables.  Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the 
temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money 
changers and overturned their tables.  He told those who were selling the doves, 
"Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father's house a marketplace!"  His 
disciples remembered that it was written, "Zeal for your house will consume me."  
The Jews then said to him, "What sign can you show us for doing this?"  Jesus 
answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up."  The Jews 
then said, "This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you 
raise it up in three days?"  But he was speaking of the temple of his body.  After he 
was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they 
believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to You, O Christ. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
   And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
         was crucified, died, and was buried. 
        He descended into hell. 
        The third day He rose again from the dead. 
        He ascended into heaven, 
         And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
        From thence He will come again to judge the living and  
    the dead. 
    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic Church, 
         the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 
Sit 

MESSAGE 
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HYMN “Built On The Rock” 



 
9 

 

 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 
which the congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.”   
The prayers conclude: 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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OFFERING 

You may contribute online using the QR code or place a gift in 
offering plate at the door along with the interest sheet.  
  

 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC  “We Are Called to Follow Jesus”              J. Strathdee 
    Choir 
Stand 

OFFERTORY SONG 

 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
Stand 

PREFACE 
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  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who gave the temple of His body over to be crucified on the cross, 
then raised it up on the third day, just as He promised. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

SANCTUS   

 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
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  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 
 

 As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes. 

 Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood 
to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross 
and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection 
from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final 
judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 
from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 
language or version closest to your heart. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD   
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Sit 

THE DISTRIBUTION You may approach the altar as space is available to receive 

pre-packaged communion elements or from the common loaf, and a cup of wine or 
grape juice. Gluten-free options are available.   

HYMN    “Thy Word is a Lamp” 

 
 
Text and Music: © 1984 Meadowgreen Music Co. Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.  

Stand 
 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 

body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace.   Amen. 
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NUNC DIMITTIS   

 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 Let us pray. 

   We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 
this Meal. Keep us steadfast in the true faith, ever hearing and proclaiming 
Christ crucified for all; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.   Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

   Amen. 
 

   Go in peace; serve the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
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CLOSING HYMN “God of Grace and God of Glory” 

 

 
Text & Tune: Emerson Fosedick, John Hughes, Public Domain. Setting ©2006 Concordia Publishing House 
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POSTLUDE 
 

 
 

 

Our Confession about Communion 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body 
and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not 
mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine we receive in 
fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 
 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 
faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 
Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 
Christ and in our love for one another. 
Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
 a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 
the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord, 
and concur in our confession;  
 b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and 
persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
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