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Today’s Epistle speaks of Jesus, our High Priest. High priests are called to offer 
sacrifices for the sins of the people as well as themselves. Jesus is a different sort of 
high priest who offers Himself as sacrifice, once for all, that we might be forgiven 

and granted eternal salvation. In the Gospel, Jesus proclaims that He came not to be 
served, but to serve. He came to offer His life as a ransom for us. As we follow Jesus, 

we are called to reflect His actions and attitude of service and sacrifice. May we 
likewise go to serve and sacrifice for others. 

 

 

WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE 

Stand 
 

 
 
INVOCATION 

 

 In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 
 

 
 
OPENING SENTENCES 
 

 What a priest we have in Jesus! 

 He is our source of eternal salvation. 
 

 He sympathizes with us in our weakness. 

   He offers prayers and supplications for us. 
 

 He serves us and sacrifices Himself for us. 

   What a priest we have in Jesus! 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

 Though Jesus is our great High Priest, we have lived as if we did not need 
Him, as though our sin was not dire and deadly. Despite our self-centered 
failures, our heavenly Father is merciful, and because of Jesus, He invites us 
to draw near to His throne in confidence to ask for forgiveness. 

 
Silence for reflection. 
 

 Heavenly Father,  

   we have sinned against our neighbors and against You. We 
have sought to be served. We have demanded others sacrifice 
for us. Forgive us, renew us, and humble us, for the sake of 
Jesus. Amen. 

 

 Almighty God in His mercy sent Jesus into our world to be our great High 
Priest, who came to serve and offer His life as a ransom for us. Christ died 
and is risen for you. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. We are forgiven. Christ has sacrificed His life for us. 

 
 
Stand 
 

 
GREETING OF PEACE  
Introduce yourself to those around you, greeting them with the greeting of peace. 

 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

  



 
4 

HYMN  “Come thou Precious Ransom, Come” 
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GREETING  

  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 

KYRIE  

  
 
The GLORIA IN EXCELSIS is omitted during Lent.  
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  

  The Lord be with you.      And also with you. 
  Let us pray.  Lord Jesus, You are our great High Priest. Teach us to follow Your 

example of service and sacrifice for others, so that more people may know of the 
forgiveness that can only be found in You; for You live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
. 

  Amen. 
 

Sit 

Children are invited to the Fireside Lounge for the Children’s Lesson. 
 

FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The Judeans in Babylon blamed their exile on their ancestors who had broken the covenant 
established at Sinai. Here the prophet looks to a day when the people can no longer make 
such a complaint. There will be no need to teach the law because God will write the holy law 
in their hearts. 
 

 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  It will not be like the 
covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt--a covenant that they broke, though I was 
their husband, says the LORD 
But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those  
days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  No longer shall 
they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the LORD," for they shall 
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all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will 
forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

  This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING  Hebrews 5:5-10 
The Bible often speaks of Jesus as the "lamb of God" who takes away the sin of the world. 

This reading from Hebrews expands upon this image with another: Jesus is also the high 

priest whose suffering became the gracious gift of salvation. 

 Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was 
appointed by the one who said to him, 
   "You are my Son, 
      today I have begotten you"; 
as he says also in another place, 
   "You are a priest forever, 
      according to the order of Melchizedek." 
   In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with 
loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he 
was heard because of his reverent submission.  Although he was a Son, he 
learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made perfect, 
he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been 
designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.    

  This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
 

  Lenten Verse 
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HOLY GOSPEL  The Gospel is written in Mark chapter 10, beginning at verse 32.  

  Glory to You, O Lord. 

They were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of 
them; they were amazed, and those who followed were afraid. He took the twelve 
aside again and began to tell them what was to happen to him, saying, ‘See, we are 
going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests 
and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death; then they will hand him over 
to the Gentiles; they will mock him, and spit upon him, and flog him, and kill him; 
and after three days he will rise again.’ 
 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, 
‘Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.’ And he said to them, 
‘What is it you want me to do for you?’ And they said to him, ‘Grant us to sit, one at 
your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.’ But Jesus said to them, ‘You do 
not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be 
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?’ They replied, ‘We are able.’ 
Then Jesus said to them, ‘The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism 
with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my 
left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.’ 
 

When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. So Jesus 
called them and said to them, ‘You know that among the Gentiles those whom they 
recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over 
them. But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you 
must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of 
all. For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a 
ransom for many.’ 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
   And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
         was crucified, died, and was buried. 
        He descended into hell. 
        The third day He rose again from the dead. 
        He ascended into heaven, 
         And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
        From thence He will come again to judge the living and  
    the dead. 
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    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic Church, 
         the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Sit 

MESSAGE Not to be Served, but to Serve 

HYMN “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
according to their needs. 
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Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 
which the congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.”   
 

The prayers conclude: 
 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OFFERING 
You may contribute online using the QR code or place a gift in 

offering plate at the door along with the interest sheet.  
  

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC  “Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land” 
   Choir             African American Spiritual 

 
Stand 

OFFERTORY SONG 

 
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

Stand 
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PREFACE 

 
   

  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a 
ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to 
celebrate the Paschal Feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

SANCTUS   
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 
 

 As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes. 

   Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood 
to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray; 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 
language or version closest to your heart. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD   

 
 

Sit 

THE DISTRIBUTION You may approach the altar as space is available to receive 

pre-packaged communion elements or from the common loaf, along with an cup of 
wine or grape juice. Gluten-free options are available.   

HYMN   “Lord Help us Walk Your Servant Way” 
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Stand 
 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 

body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace.   Amen. 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS   
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 Let us pray. 

   O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in the Sacrament, and we ask 
You not to forsake Your children but always rule our hearts and minds by 
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.     Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.    Amen. 
   Go in peace; serve the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 

 
 
CLOSING HYMN “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” 
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POSTLUDE 

 
 

 

Our Confession about Communion 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body 
and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not 
mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine we receive in 
fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 
 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 
faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 
Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 
Christ and in our love for one another. 
Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
 a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 
the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord, 
and concur in our confession;  
 b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and 
persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
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