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We hear today of eternal life that is given to us because of God’s great love for us, 
shown to us in perhaps the most famous Bible verse, John 3:16. This verse speaks of 
God’s genuine love for us and the world shown in Jesus’ death on the cross for us. 
The love of God never ends. God’s love is present here and now and extends into 
eternal life as eternal love. May we be so encouraged by God’s love to share it with 
others. Thanks be to God for such love! 
 

WELCOME 

PRELUDE 

Stand 

INVOCATION 
 

  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES John 3:16 
 

 God so loved the world, 

  that He gave His only Son, 
 

 that whoever believes in Him should not perish 

  but have eternal life. 
 

 Our Lenten journey leads us to the cross where Jesus gave His life, 

  and then to the resurrection and eternal life. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

 Though Christ has loved us with this genuine love that gives us eternal life, 

we sometimes ignore His love and refuse to share Christ’s love with others. Still, our 

heavenly Father is merciful, and He invites us to draw near to Him in hope and 

confidence to ask for His grace. 
 

Silence for reflection 
 

 Heavenly Father, 

 we have sinned against You and against our neighbors. We 

have not loved You with our whole heart. We have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We have not loved our enemies. Forgive us, 

renew our love, on account of Jesus. Amen. 



 3 

 Jesus Christ was lifted up on the tree of the cross so that we might be 

forgiven. His genuine love is for the world and is for you. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

 Amen. We are forgiven by the genuine love of Jesus. 
 
Stand 

GREETING OF PEACE  
Introduce yourself to those around you, greeting them with the greeting of peace. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 
HYMN   “Amazing Grace”

 

 
  



 4 

GREETING  

  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 
 

KYRIE  

  
 

The GLORIA IN EXCELSIS is omitted during Lent. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  

  The Lord be with you.      And also with you. 
  Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, You have loved us with an everlasting love that grants us eternal 

life. Burn Your love ever stronger within our hearts, Lord, so that we may love 

others as You have loved us; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 
 

Sit 

Children are invited to the Fireside Lounge for the Children’s Lesson. 
 

FIRST READING Numbers 21:4-9 
Throughout the Hebrew scriptures, the time of Israel's wandering in the desert is seen as a 

period of testing. Though God delivers the people from slavery and provides for all their needs 

on the journey, they whine and grumble. They fail to see the gift of salvation in the exodus. 

Yet God's anger is not the final word. God continues to lead the people toward the land 

promised to their ancestors. 
 

 From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go 
around the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way.  The 
people spoke against God and against Moses, "Why have you brought us up out 
of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we 
detest this miserable food."  Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the 
people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died.  The people came 
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to Moses and said, "We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against 
you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us." So Moses prayed for 
the people.  And the LORD said to Moses, "Make a poisonous serpent, and set it 
on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live."  So Moses made 
a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit 
someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.  
 

  This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING  Ephesians 2:1-10 
God raised us up to new life while we yet belonged to powers of evil. If such was our past, we 

now live with Christ and will spend eternity discovering the breadth of God's goodness. 

 You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, 
following the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, 
the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. 3All of us 
once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of 
flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone 
else. 4But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he 
loved us 5even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ--by grace you have been saved--6and raised us up with 
him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in 
the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved 
through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God--9not the 
result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are what he has made 
us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to 
be our way of life.   

 

  This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 

  Lenten Verse 
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HOLY GOSPEL  The Gospel is written in John, chapter 3 beginning at verse 14.  

  Glory to You, O Lord. 

To explain the salvation of God to the religious leader Nicodemus, Jesus refers to the 

scripture passage quoted in today's first reading. Just as those who looked upon the bronze 

serpent were healed, so people will be saved when they behold Christ lifted up on the cross. 

 Jesus said:  "Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must 
the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
    "For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
    "Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through him.  Those who believe in him are 
not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because 
they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God.  And this is the 
judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather 
than light because their deeds were evil.  For all who do evil hate the light and do 
not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed.  But those who do 
what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have 
been done in God." 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
   And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
         was crucified, died, and was buried. 
        He descended into hell. 
        The third day He rose again from the dead. 
        He ascended into heaven, 
         And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
        From thence He will come again to judge the living and  
    the dead. 
    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic Church, 
         the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
Sit 
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MESSAGE 
 
HYMN “God Loved The World” 

 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 
which the congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.”   
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The prayers conclude: 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OFFERING 

You may contribute online using the QR code or place a gift in 

offering plate at the door along with the interest sheet.  

  

OFFERTORY MUSIC 
 

Stand 
 

OFFERTORY SONG 
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
Stand 
 

PREFACE 

 
 

  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who so loved the world that He was lifted upon the tree of the 

cross in order to draw all people to Himself. Therefore with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 
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SANCTUS   

 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 

eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 

 As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until He comes. 

 Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood 
to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 
language or version closest to your heart. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
LAMB OF GOD   

 
 

Sit 

 
THE DISTRIBUTION You may approach the altar as space is available to receive 

pre-packaged communion elements or from the common loaf, along with an cup of 
wine or grape juice. Gluten-free options are available.   
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HYMN   “There Is a Redeemer” 

 
 

Stand 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 

body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace.   Amen. 
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NUNC DIMITTIS   

 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 Let us pray. 

   We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this Meal where we receive Your genuine love. Keep us firm in faith and 

increase our love of You and our neighbors; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever    Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

   Amen. 

   Go in peace; serve the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 

 

CLOSING HYMN “Lift High the Cross” 
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POSTLUDE 
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Our Confession about Communion 

Our Confession 
  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body 
and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not 
mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine we receive in 
fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 
 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 
faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 
Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 
Christ and in our love for one another. 
Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
 a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 
the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord, 
and concur in our confession;  
 b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and 
persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
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