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We focus our attention today on the Gospel reading from Mark 1, where Jesus is
baptized and then sent into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. In our lives,
we face temptations just as Jesus faced. Just as Jesus can remember His Baptism
and the Father’s words to Him, “You are My beloved Son,” so too when Satan
tempts us, we remember our Baptism. We remember the Father’s words to us that
we are His beloved children, that we are forgiven in Jesus.

WELCOME

PRELUDE
Stand

INVOCATION
[P] Inthe name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES

[P] It was in this triune name of God that we were baptized —

the name of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Pl As we begin our Lenten journey, we remember our Baptism.

We remember we were washed and forgiven.
P] We remember we were made members of God’s family.

We remember we were united with Jesus.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P] Though we are baptized and united with Jesus, we often act as if we were
separated from Jesus. There are times when we fall prey to Satan and his
temptations. There are times when sin reigns within us. Still, our heavenly
Father is merciful, and He invites us to draw near to Him in repentance, asking
for forgiveness.

Silence for reflection.
[Pl Heavenly Father,

we have ignored Your help in resisting Satan and His
temptations. We have sinned against You in our thoughts, words,
and actions. Yet our entire lives are lives of repentance. Have
mercy on us. Forgive our sins, and lead us in righteousness, on
account of Jesus. Amen.



[P] Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son, Jesus Christ, to endure
temptation, suffering, and death for us and our salvation. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. We are forgiven. We are baptized into Christ.

GREETING OF PEACE
Introduce yourself to those around you, greeting them with the greeting of peace.

.SERVICE OF THE WORD
HYMN “0O Christ, You Walked The Road”
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1 O  Christ, You walked the road Our wan-d’ring feet must go.
2 No bread of earth a-lone Can fill our hun-g’ring hearts.
3 No blind-ing sign we ask, No  won - der from a - bove.
4 When lures of eas - y gain With prom -ise bright - ly  shine,
5 O  Christ, You walked the road Our wan-d’ring feet must  go.
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You facedwith us temp - ta-tion’s pow’r Andfought our an -cient foe.
Lord, help us seek Your liv-ing Word, The food Your grace im -parts.
Lord,help us place our trust a - lone In Your un-swerv-ing love.

Lord, help us seek Yourking-dom first; Our wills with Yours a - lign.
Stay with us through temp - ta-tion’s hour To fight our an-cient foe.
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Text: Herman G. Stempfle, Ir., b. 1923
Tune: William Daman, c. 1540-91; setting: New Eviglish Hyminal, 1986
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Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Tnc.

Musies Pihlic domain Mat, 4: 1111 Heb. 2:18: 4:15

[P] The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit, be with you all. And also with you.

[P] In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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[P] Forthe peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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* Lord,. have mer - cy.
[P] For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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[P] For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let
us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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(“This is the Feast” is omitted during Lent)

The Lord be with you. (8 And also with you.

[P] Lord God, you led your ancient people through the wilderness and brought
them to the promised land. Guide now the people of your church, that, following
our Savior, we may walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of
the world to come; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Children are invited to the Fireside Lounge for the Children’s Lesson.

FIRST LESSON Genesis 22:1-18

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And he
said, ‘Here | am.” He said, ‘Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and
go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt-offering on one of the
mountains that | shall show you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his
donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the
wood for the burnt-offering, and set out and went to the place in the distance that
God had shown him. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far
away. Then Abraham said to his young men, ‘Stay here with the donkey; the boy
and | will go over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to

you.” Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and
he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on

together. Isaac said to his father Abraham, ‘Father!” And he said, ‘Here | am, my
son.” He said, ‘The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt-



offering?’ Abraham said, ‘God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt-offering, my
son.” So the two of them walked on together.

When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar
there and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar,
on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to

kill his son. But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, and said,
‘Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, ‘Here | am.” He said, ‘Do not lay your hand on
the boy or do anything to him; for now | know that you fear God, since you have
not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham looked up and saw a
ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it
up as a burnt-offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place

‘The LorD will provide’; as it is said to this day, ‘On the mount of the LorD it shall be
provided.’

The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, ‘By
myself | have sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and have not
withheld your son, your only son, | will indeed bless you, and | will make your
offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the
seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your
offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you
have obeyed my voice.’

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND LESSON James 1:12-18

Blessed is anyone who endures temptation. Such a one has stood the test and
will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him. No
one, when tempted, should say, ‘Il am being tempted by God’; for God cannot be
tempted by evil and he himself tempts no one. But one is tempted by one’s own
desire, being lured and enticed by it; then, when that desire has conceived, it gives
birth to sin, and that sin, when it is fully grown, gives birth to death. Do not be
deceived, my beloved.

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down
from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to
change. In fulfilment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so
that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Lenten Verse
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for He is gra-cious and
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mer -ci - ful, slow to an - ger, and  a-bound-ing in

stead-fast love, and a - bound - ing in stead - fast love.

GOSPEL [P] The Gospel is written in Mark, chapter 1, beginning at verse 9.
Glory to You, O Lord.

The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan so
that he might proclaim the gospel of God's reign.

[P] Inthose days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John
in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the
heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice
came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased."

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and
the angels waited on him.

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news
of God, and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near;
repent, and believe in the good news."

[P] This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.



APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Sit

MESSAGE “The Beginning of the End”



Stand

HYMN “A Mighty Fortress”
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1A might - y  for - tress is our God, A sword and shield vic -
2 No strength of ours can match his might. We would be lost, re -
3 Th ough hordes of dev-ils fill the land All threat’ning to de-
4 God’s Word for-ev - er shall a - bide, No thanks to foes, who
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ject - ed. But now a cham-pion comes to fight, Whom God Him-
vour us, We trem-ble not, un - moved we stand; They can-not
fear it; For God Him-self fights by our side With weap-ons
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work us  woe. With  craft and dread - ful might He
hosts is  He, Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord, God’s
we’ll en - gage. His might s doomed to  fail; God’s
child, or spouse, Though life be wrenched a - way, They
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arms him - self to fightt On earth he has no e - qual.
on - ly Son, a-dored. He holds the field vic-to -  rious.
judg-ment must pre - vaill One lit - tle word sub - dues him.
can - not win the day. The King-dom’s ours for - ev - er!
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; EIN FESTE BURG (Isorhythmic)
Spanish tr. Juan Bautista Cabrera, 1837-1916 R7 876666 7
Tung: Martin Luther, 1483—1546; setting: Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750
Text (Englishi; © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship
“Text (Spanish) and music: Public domain Ps. 46:1, 7, 11; Rev. T9:11-16: Rom. 8:31-39; Eph. 6:10-17

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
[P] Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.

Other prayers are inserted here. Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to
which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.” The prayers conclude:

[P] Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS

OFFERING
You may contribute online using the QR code or place a gift in (=
offering plate at the door along with the interest sheet. =
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OFFERTORY MUSIC

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
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Let the vine-yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the
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give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

[P] Let us pray. Compassionate God,

we offer you these gifts as signs of our time and labor. Receive
the offering of our lives, and feed us with your grace, that, even in
the midst of death, all creation might feast on your unending life in
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PREFACE
[P] The Lord be with you.
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* And__ al-so__ with__ you.

[P] Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to_ the Lord.
[P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

[P] Itisindeed right and salutary that we should ... and so we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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ntro; one chord
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¥ of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

[P] Inthe night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20
As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until He comes.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

[P] O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to
eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion,
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in
Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people
from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the
language or version closest to your heart.
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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THE DISTRIBUTION You may approach the altar as space is available to receive
pre-packaged communion elements or from the common loaf, along with an
individual cup of wine or grape juice. Gluten-free options are available.

HYMN “Oh That the Lord Would Guide My Ways*“
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Oh, thatthe Lord would guide my ways To keep His stat-utes still!
Or - dermy foot-steps by Thy Word And make my heart sin - cere;
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3 As - sistmy soul, too apt to stray, A strict-er watch to keep;
4 Make me to walk in  Thy com-mands—’Tis a de-light-ful road—
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Let

sin have no

And should I e’er

Oh, that my God would grant me grace
do - min-ion, Lord,
for - get Thy way,
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do His  willl
con-science clear.

Re-store Thy wan-d’ring sheep.

Nor let myhead or heart or hands Of-fend a-gainst my God.
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Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793-1870; setting: The Lusherait Hymnal, 1941 oM
Text and music: Public domain Ps. 119:5, 33, 133, 176; Ezek. 34:11-17 Man 1905 12
HYMN “Great is Thy Faithfulness”
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1 Great is Thy faith - ful-ness, O God my Fa - ther;
2 Sum-mer and win - ter and spring-time and har - vest,
3 Par - don for sin and a peace that en - dur - eth,
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As  Thou hast been, Thou for - ev - er wilt be.
To Thy great faith - ful-ness, mer - cy, and love.
Bless -ings all mine, with ten thou-sand be - side!
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Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866-1960
Music: William M. Runyan, 1870-1957

Text and musict © 1923, renewed 1951 Hope Publishing Co.

FAITHFULNESS
11 10 11 10 and refrain

Lam. 3:22-24: James I:17: Gen. 8:20-22; Ps. 89:1-2
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[P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

[P] Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this meal. Help us to resist temptation by daily reminding us of our
identity as Your baptized children; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION

[P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Amen.
[P] Go in peace; serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

CLOSING HYMN  “Christ Be My Leader”
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1 Christbe my Lead-er by night as by day; Safe through the
2 Christbe my Teach-er in age as in youth, Drift - ing or
3 Christbe my Sav-ior in calm as in strife; Death can - not
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fu - ture His care, Dark - ness is day - light when Je-sus is there.
shift-ing as sand, Doubt can-not daunt me; in Je-sus I stand.
sin and its stain Can touch my sal - va - tion: with Je-sus I reign.
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Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926 SLANE
Tune: Irish; setting: Lutheran Service Book, 2006 Irregular meter
Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co.
Tune: Public domain; setting: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House John 8:12; John 1:4, 14, 17; 14:6

Our Confession about Communion

1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body
and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not
mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine we receive in
fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins.

2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us
through faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and
death, His resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is
truly the Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after
righteousness."

3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus
Christ and in our love for one another.

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who:

a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of
the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord,
and concur in our confession;

b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and
persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person.

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors.

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. © 2023 Concordia Publishing House.
Ordinary of the service reprinted from Augsburg-Fortress Publishing House. The propers of the service
reprinted from “Words for Worship” © 2005 by Augsburg Fortress. CCLI #1534397; One License A-
703166.
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