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John, the Advent prophet, stands by the waters of baptism and calls the church to 
see that "our God is here." In baptism God has made us sisters and brothers of the 
Lord Jesus. God has clothed us with the Holy Spirit, a fire to warm what is cold 
within us and to kindle our hearts with love. Fed by word and meal, we go forth 
ourselves to prepare the way of the Lord by proclaiming the good tidings that Christ 
is coming. 
 

WELCOME 

PRELUDE  “People Look East”              arr. Barry Rose 

 
 
Stand 

INVOCATION 
 

   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 
 

 The Spirit and the Church cry out: 

 Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 All those who await His appearance pray: 

 Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 The whole creation pleads: 

 Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 Let us pray. O Lord Jesus Christ, the true hope who comes into the world to 

give hope to everyone, bless us as we light the candles of this wreath in preparation 

for Your coming, and so enkindle our hearts with the fire of Your love that we may 

receive You with joy and gladness and evermore remain steadfast in the faith; for You 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

(as we sing the hymn, the first candle on the Advent wreath is lit.) 
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HYMN “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (V. 3-4) 

 
 

GREETING OF PEACE  
Introduce yourself to those around you, greeting them with the greeting of peace. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

GREETING  
  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 
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KYRIE  

 

 
  

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
  

A Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS   
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  

  The Lord be with you.      And also with you. 
  Let us pray.   Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son.  

By his coming give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through 

the darkness of this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 

Sit 

Children are invited to the Fireside Lounge for the Children’s Lesson. 
 

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 40:1-11 
In grand, flowing, poetic lines, Isaiah announces that the exile of God's people in Babylon is 
over. The Lord will deliver Israel in an exodus more magnificent than the exodus from 
Egypt. This word can be trusted, because the only enduring reality in life is the word of the 
Lord. 

 

 Comfort, O comfort my people,  
   says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
   and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 
   that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the LORD's hand 
   double for all her sins. 
A voice cries out: 
"In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
   make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up, 
   and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
   and the rough places a plain. 
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Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
   and all people shall see it together, 
   for the mouth of the LORD has spoken." 
A voice says, "Cry out!" 
   And I said, "What shall I cry?" 
All people are grass, 
   their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
The grass withers, the flower fades, 
   when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
   surely the people are grass. 
The grass withers, the flower fades; 
   but the word of our God will stand forever. 
Get you up to a high mountain, 
   O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
lift up your voice with strength, 
   O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
   lift it up, do not fear; 
say to the cities of Judah, 
   "Here is your God!" 
See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
   and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, 
   and his recompense before him. 
He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
   he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, 
   and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 

  This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON  2 Peter 3:8-14 
The Second Letter of Peter is written to Christians who believed that Jesus would return very 
soon and were perplexed by this seeming delay. The author reminds the readers that the 
certainty of God's promise is more important than the timing. 
 

 Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a 
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow 
about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not 
wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord 
will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, 
and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything 
that is done on it will be disclosed. 
   Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons 
ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and 



 
7 

hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be 
set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in 
accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, 

where righteousness is at home.  

  This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 

 

 

 
 

 

HOLY GOSPEL   The Holy Gospel of Mark, chapter 1, beginning at verse 1.   

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

The gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus' birth but with the voice of one 

crying out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord. 

 The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
   "See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
      who will prepare your way; 
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
   'Prepare the way of the Lord, 
      make his paths straight,' " 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed 
with camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and 
wild honey. He proclaimed, "The one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
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me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 

 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven, 
       And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
  From thence He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, 
      the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
Sit 

MESSAGE 
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Stand 

HYMN “Comfort, Comfort” 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 
which the congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.”   
 
The prayers conclude: 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OFFERING 

You may contribute online using the QR code or place a gift 

in offering plate at the door along with the interest sheet.  

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

Stand 
  Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

 we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have given us—
ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

PREFACE   

  The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 
   Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the 
promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and 
calling sinners to repentance, that they might be found by Him without spot or 
blemish and at peace when He comes again in glory. Therefore, with angels and 
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archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

SANCTUS   

 

 

 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 
language or version closest to your heart. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD   

 

 

 

 
Sit 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION You may approach the altar as space allows to receive pre-

packaged communion elements or from the common loaf, and a cup of wine or grape 
juice. Gluten-free options are available.   

 

HYMN   “People, Look East” 
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  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 

body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace.   Amen. 

NUNC DIMITTIS   
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 Let us pray. 

   Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 
feast to come in the Holy Supper of your Son’s body and blood. Keep us 
firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of 
His coming, we may, together with all your saints, celebrate the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end;  through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.    Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

   Amen. 
   Go in peace; serve the Lord.    Thanks be to God! 
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CLOSING HYMN “Prepare the Royal Highway” 

 
 
POSTLUDE 
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Our Confession about Communion 

Our Confession 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body and blood 

under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not mere symbols of 

Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine we receive in fact the body and blood of 

Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 
 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through faith as 

we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His resurrection and 

ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the Gospel made visible, and is 

offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus Christ and in 

our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 

a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of the Triune 

God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord, and concur in our 

confession;  

   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and persistent form 

of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors.   
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