
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
December 24, 2023 

7:30 p.m. 
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Can I, will I forget how Love was born, and burned 
Its way into my heart—unasked, unforced, unearned, 

To die, to live, and not alone for me, 
To die, to live, and not alone for me? 

-Jaroslav Vajda, LSB 369:4 
 
 

AS WE GATHER 
Christmas is a celebration of love. Loving thoughts and deeds certainly are 

part of this holy season as goodwill among people seems more pronounced than at 
other times of the year. What is the source of that love? It is the love of God that is 
fully expressed in Christ Jesus, the babe in the manger. For centuries, hymn writers 
and poets have found meaningful ways of describing that love of God. A poem by 
English writer Christina Rossetti simply but beautifully shares the Gospel truth that 
blesses this season. 
 

Love came down at Christmas, 
Love all lovely, Love divine; 
Love was born at Christmas, 
Star and angels gave the sign. (LW 46:1) 

 
Through the words of gifted hymn writers and poets and the evangelists 

Luke and Matthew, we hear the angels and we see the star. Once again, the message 
of God’s love echoes in our world! 
 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC AND CAROLING (see special folder)    
 

WELCOME 
 

HYMN  “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
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INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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OPENING SENTENCES   John 1:14; Psalm 96:3; Psalm 98:1 
 

Pastor: And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 

People: and we have seen His glory, glory as of the only Son 
from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

Pastor:  Declare His glory among the nations, 

People: His marvelous works among all the peoples! 
 
Pastor: Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for He has done marvelous things! 

People: His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation 
for Him. 

 

HYMN  “Angels from the Realms of Glory”  
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: Joined in worship on this sacred night, let us make confession to our 
heavenly Father, confident of His forgiveness for Jesus’ sake. 
 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 
 
Pastor: Almighty Father, 

People: we confess that we are sinners by nature and by thought, 
word, and deed. We have not always given You the best of what we 
have and are, and have not fully made room for You in our lives. 
With repentant hearts, we turn to You for mercy, seeking Your grace. 
In Your loving kindness forgive, restore, and lead us so that we may 
be renewed and live to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 
Pastor: With joy I announce God’s Good News to You. Our gracious God in His 
mercy has given His Son to be born, to live, and then to die for you and to rise again 
in glory. For His sake God forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 
of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Be at peace and rejoice in the Lord.   

People: Amen. 
 
 
 
SHARING THE CHRISTMAS PEACE 
Introduce yourself to those around you, greeting them with the greeting of peace. 
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   Reverend Edmund Sears, who served congregations in the Boston area in the mid-1800s, 
wrote the text of “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” in 1849 and sent it to a popular magazine 
called The Christian Register. It was published the following year, and about forty years later 
the text by Sears was linked to a melody by Richard Willis, a musical editor who lived in New 
York City. Through this carol we are invited to hear the angels as they announce and rejoice 
in the birth of the Prince of Peace. 
 

HYMN “It Came upon the Midnight Clear”  
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SALUTATION 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Let us pray.  
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, 
we may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; through 
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

People: Amen. 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM     “In the Bleak Midwinter”      C. Rossetti, H Darke 

Dian Silvey, soprano and Joe Nettleman, tenor 
 

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  

                  Isaiah 7:10–14 (Immanuel will be born to a virgin mother.) 

 
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let 

it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will 
not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! 
Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is 
with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 

 
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN  “Once in Royal David’s City”  

 
 

 

EPISTLE   1 John 4:7–16 (God sent His Son into the world as Redeemer.) 
 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who 
loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know 
God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent 
his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, 
not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to  
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love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God 
lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
 

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given 
us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his 
Son as the Saviour of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus 
is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the 
love that God has for us. 
 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in 
them. 
 

Lector:    This is the Word of the Lord.  People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 
SERMON  “Love In Person” 
 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Love Came Down at Christmas”  
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 
people according to their needs. 
 
Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 
which the congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.”   
 
The prayers conclude: 
Pastor: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   

People: Amen. 
 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor:   Blessed are You, Lord God Almighty, for You have sent Your Son, 
Jesus, to bring the fullness of divine light to shine on us with all of its beauty and 
grace. We bless You for the joy of this day and for the blessed fellowship we share 
at Your Table of grace where we receive His body and blood for the forgiveness of 
our sins. Grant that we walk in Your light at all times as we journey on this earth, to 
which our Savior was willing to come, until we rejoice in the light eternal of Your 

heavenly kingdom. This we ask in the saving name of Jesus.  People: Amen. 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
   Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

 Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
DISTRIBUTION 
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SPECIAL MUSIC  “I Saw a Star”   J. Althouse 
  Choir 

 
DISTRIBUTION SONGS 
 

“Go Tell It on the Mountain”   
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“What Child is This” 
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 
Pastor:   Let us pray. 
We give thanks, heavenly Father, that You have refreshed us through this 
Sacrament, and we pray that, walking in the true light of Christ, we shall ever put 
our hope in Jesus, Your Son and our King; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS GOSPEL & CAROLS 
 
We now join in singing a variety of Christmas songs interspersed with the Good News 
from the Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter 2. Following each reading, we will 
sing a Christmas song that complements it. 
 

 
 
 
READING Luke 2:1–5 
 

 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all 
the world should be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius 
was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, 
to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 
and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was 
with child. 
 
Although “O Little Town of Bethlehem” is an American carol, written by the Reverend Phillips 
Brooks of Pennsylvania in 1865, it was inspired by his visiting the actual town where Jesus was 
born in what we call the Holy Land. On this holy evening, we all go in heart and mind to that 
little town that became so special in God’s plan of salvation. 

 

 

 

 

 



15 

 

 

HYMN  “O Little Town of Bethlehem”
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READING Luke 2:6–7 
 

 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths 
and laid Him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The carol “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” is a translation of a Polish Christmas song that appeared 
in its original language in a song collection in 1838. As with many traditional folk songs, the 
text author and musical composer are not known. An adaptation in the American version we 
sing is the repetition of the last phrase of each stanza: “Christ the child is Lord of all!” and 
“Christ the child was born for you!”—both lines are certainly worthy of being repeated! 
 

 

HYMN  “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”  
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READING Luke 2:8–12 
 

 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared 
to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled 
with fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good 
news of a great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign 
for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 
manger.” 
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Although “Away in a Manger” may sound like an “Old World” carol, its first Lutheran Church 
appearance was in a Lutheran Sunday School hymnal in Philadelphia published in 1885. 
Reminding us that there was no room in the inn and that our Savior was humbly born, the text 
was not translated into German until 1934. Now sung around the world, the text concludes in 
the third stanza with a prayer that has been memorized by countless generations of children. 
 
 
HYMN  “Away in a Manger” 
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READING Luke 2:13–16 
 

 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among those with whom He is pleased!” When the angels went away 
from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the baby lying in a manger. 
 
Echoing the song of the angels is a joy for God’s people—especially on Christmas Eve. A 
traditional French carol gives us the opportunity to sing “Glory to God in the highest” in Latin, 
as “Gloria in excelsis Deo.” The words and melody of this Christmas carol, both from France, 
bring a bright excitement to our celebration as we bring to our God limitless praise. 

 

 
HYMN  “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
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READING Luke 2:17–20 
 

   And when [the shepherds] saw it, they made known the saying 
that had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it 
wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these 
things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
 
Luke writes that Mary “treasured up all these things” in her heart. We are invited to do as 
Mary did, to treasure these things—including our worship with the joyous carols—in our 
hearts. Through these songs, we share the joy of sisters and brothers around the globe who 
join in praising Jesus Christ, our newborn King. With repeating alleluias, we give voice to our 
joy in the words and music of a Bohemian carol from over five hundred years ago. 
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HYMN  “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”    
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CANDLELIGHTING 
Pastor:  With renewing faith, growing hope, and expanding love on this most holy 
night, we sing “Silent Night, Holy Night” by candlelight. 
 
The candles are distributed and lit.  Follow the Pastor in raising and lowering the 
candles during the singing of Silent Night. Tip only your unlit candle. 

 
HYMN  “Silent Night, Holy Night” 
   Alex Dwyer, guitar accompaniment 

 

 

 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the 
true Light. Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may 
also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

People: Amen. 
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BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
HYMN  “Joy to the World”  
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Our Confession about Communion 

Our Confession 
 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body 
and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not 
mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine we receive in 
fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 
 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 
faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 
Gospel made visible and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 
Christ and in our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
 

 a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 
the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord, 
and concur in our confession;  
 

 b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and 
persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors.   
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You may give a special Christmas offering online using the QR code or 
place a gift in the offering plate at the door along with the interest 
sheet.  
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