Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
August 13, 2023
9:30 a.m.

The LORD is my rock, my
fortress and my deliverer....

Psalm-18:2
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WELCOME
PRELUDE

INVOCATION
Stand

[P] Inthe name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

[P] Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

[P] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But
if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel/ Remain Standing
[P] Most merciful God,

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.

[P] Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ,
and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your
sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
GREETING OF PEACE

saying “Peace be with you/ And also with you”, being mindful of those who do not
wish to shake hands, you may give a head nod, bow or place your hand on your
heart.



SERVICE OF THE WORD

HYMN  “God Whose Almighty Word”
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Sing verse four in unison:

4) Ho-ly and bless_-¢d three, |
Glo-ri-ous Trin__-i-ty,
Wis-dom, love, might! 1

Meter: 664.6664

John Marriott, ca. 1813, alt.

Source:
LBW 400; TLLH 508

Bound-less as o-cean’s tide.
Roll-ing in full-est pride,
Through the earth, far and wide, (Refrain)

Tune: Italian Hymn (Moscow)
Felice de Giardini, 1769



[P] The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

[P] The Lord be with you. [@ And also with you.

[P] Almighty and ever-living God, you have given great and precious promises to
those who believe. Grant us the perfect faith which overcomes all doubts, through

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Sit
FIRST LESSON Job 38:4-18

[P] ‘Where were you when | laid the foundation of the earth?

Tell me, if you have understanding.
Who determined its measurements—surely you know!
Or who stretched the line upon it?
On what were its bases sunk,
or who laid its cornerstone
when the morning stars sang together
and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy?
‘Or who shut in the sea with doors
when it burst out from the womb?—
when | made the clouds its garment,
and thick darkness its swaddling band,
and prescribed bounds for it,
and set bars and doors,
and said, “Thus far shall you come, and no farther,
and here shall your proud waves be stopped”?
‘Have you commanded the morning since your days began,
and caused the dawn to know its place,
so that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth,
and the wicked be shaken out of it?
It is changed like clay under the seal,
and it is dyed like a garment.
Light is withheld from the wicked,
and their uplifted arm is broken.

‘Have you entered into the springs of the sea,
or walked in the recesses of the deep?

Have the gates of death been revealed to you,
or have you seen the gates of deep darkness?



Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth?
Declare, if you know all this.

RI This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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[P] I love you, O Lord my strefigth,*
O Lord my stronghold, / my crag, and my héaven.

My God, my rock in whom | put my trast,*
my shield, the horn of my salvation, and my refuge: /
You are worth-y of praise.

I will call upon the Lord,*
and so shall I be saved from my énemies.

The breakers of death rolled o-ver mé,*
And the torrents of oblivion made me afraid.

The cords of hell entangled mé,*
and the snares of death were set for mé.

I called upon the Lord in my distréss*
And cried out to my God for hélp.

He heard my voice from his heavenly dweélling;*
my cry of anguish came to his éars.

SECOND LESSON Romans 10:5-17

[P] Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that
‘the person who does these things will live by them.” But the righteousness that
comes from faith says, ‘Do not say in your heart, “Who will ascend into heaven?”’
(that is, to bring Christ down) ‘or “Who will descend into the abyss?” ’ (that is, to
bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say?
‘The word is near you,

on your lips and in your heart’
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you
will be saved. For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses
with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, ‘No one who believes in him will
be put to shame.’ For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord



is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. For, ‘Everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord shall be saved.’

But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they
to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without
someone to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent?
As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” But not
all have obeyed the good news; for Isaiah says, ‘Lord, who has believed our
message?’ So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the
word of Christ.

Rl This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA
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GOSPEL [P] The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 14, starting at verse
22. Glory to You, O Lord.

[P] Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the
other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds,
he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there
alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for
the wind was against them. And early in the morning he came walking towards them
on the lake. But when the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified,
saying, ‘It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to
them and said, ‘Take heart, it is |; do not be afraid.’

Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the

water.’ He said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water,
and came towards Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became
frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ Jesus immediately
reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did you
doubt?’ When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat
worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’
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(P! This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

MESSAGE ”Strength and Shield”



HYMN “Eternal Father Strong to Save”
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

[P]

people according to their needs.

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all

Other prayers are inserted here. Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to
which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.” The prayers conclude:
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[P] Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SERVICE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERING
You may contribute online using the QR code or place a gift in (=15 E‘!
offering plate at the door along with the interest sheet. = ;\ ?El'r"
o,
OFFERTORY SONG AND PRAYER
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Lord, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

[P] Let us pray. Merciful Father,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given

us—ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious

love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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THE PREFACE
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Itis indeed right ...
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

[P] In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

[P] Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people
from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the
language or version closest to your heart.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
12



those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

THE LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the orld; grant us peace, grant us peace.
Sit
THE DISTRIBUTION Please approach the altar as space is available. You may
receive communion from pre-packaged elements or the common loaf, along with an
individual cup of wine or grape juice. Gluten-free options are available.

HYMN “You Are Mine”
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[P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in

his grace. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE AND PRAYER
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[P] Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you
would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith towards you and in fervent love

toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION

[P] Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.

[P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Amen.

[P] Goin peace; serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!

CLOSING HYMN “Lord Take My Hand and Lead Me”
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Di - rect, pro - tect, and  feed me From day to day.

For You, the Rock of A - ges, Are al - ways  near

I  know that You will strength - en My steps toward home.
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With - out Your grace and fa - wvor 1 go a - stray;
Close by Your side a - bid - ing, I fear no foe,
Then noth-ing can im - pede me, O bless - ed Friend;
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So take my hand, O Sav - ior, And lead the way.
For when Your hand is guid - ing, In  peace I go.
So take my hand and lead me Un - to the end.
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POSTLUDE

Our Confession about Communion

Our Confession

1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body
and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not
mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine we receive in
fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins.

2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through
faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the
Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness."

3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus
Christ and in our love for one another.

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who:

a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of
the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord,
and concur in our confession;

b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and
persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person.

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the pastors.

The propers of the service are reprinted from “Words for Worship”© 1998 by Augsburg Fortress. The
ordinary of the service, including the music, are reprinted from With One Voice © 1995 by Augsburg
Fortress. CCLI #1534397; One License A-703166.
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