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The candles that grace our worship seem like gentle lights, but fire is a powerful and
purging force. Fire is used to purify molten ore and burn away the dross. In this
day's worship, God's word comes among us like raging fire, consuming what is false
and leaving behind pure gold.

WELCOME
PRELUDE

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Stand

[P] In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

EXHORTATION

[P] Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

[P] If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness.

Kneel/ Stand

[P] O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which | have ever offended You and justly deserved
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for
them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

[P] Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Stand



GREETING OF PEACE

As you greet others, please be mindful of those who do not wish to shake hands. Other
options while saying “Peace be with you. / And also with you” is to place your hand on your

heart, a head nod or to bow.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
HYMN “Come, Thou Almighty King”
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2 Come, Thou in - car - nate  Word, Gird on  Thy
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name to sing; Help us to praise; Fa - ther all-
might - 'y  sword; Our prayer at - tend. Come and Thy
wit - ness  bear In this glad  hour! Thou, who al -
prais - es be Hence ev - er - more! Thy  sov-’reign
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glo - ri - ous, O’er all vic - to - ri- ous,
peo - ple bless, And give Thy Word suc - cess,
might - 'y art, Now rule in ev - ’ry heart,
maj - es -ty May we in glo - 1y see,
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GREETING

[P] The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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In peace Tet us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to

the Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.
A Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-loneare ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
O Lamb of God,our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.
For - ev - er and for-ev - e, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy om us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir-it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav'n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

] The Lord be with you. And also with you.

[P] Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you have given great and precious
promises to those who believe. Grant us the perfect faith which overcomes all
doubts, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Sit

FIRST READING Jeremiah 23:16-29

Because Jeremiah preaches the unpopular message of God's judgment, he suffers rejection.
Today's reading speaks of the mistaken notion that God sees only what is happening in the
temple. Rather, Jeremiah points out, God's distance allows for a panoramic view of all the
universe, including the lies and deceptions of false prophets.

R Thus says the LoRD of hosts: Do not listen to the words of the prophets who
prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak visions of their own minds,
not from the mouth of the LORD. They keep saying to those who despise the word
of the LORD, “It shall be well with you”; and to all who stubbornly follow their own
stubborn hearts, they say, “No calamity shall come upon you.” For who has stood in
the council of the LORD so as to see and to hear his word? Who has given heed to
his word so as to proclaim it? Behold, the storm of the LorD! Wrath has gone forth,
a whirling tempest; it will burst upon the head of the wicked. The anger of

the LORD will not turn back until he has executed and accomplished the intents of
his heart. In the latter days you will understand it clearly. | did not send the
prophets, yet they ran; | did not speak to them, yet they prophesied. But if they had
stood in my council, then they would have proclaimed my words to my people, and
they would have turned them from their evil way, and from the evil of their

doings. Am | a God near by, says the LORD, and not a God far off? Who can hide in
secret places so that | cannot see them? says the LorD. Do | not fill heaven and
earth? says the LoRD. | have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies
in my name, saying, “I have dreamed, | have dreamed!” How long? Will the hearts
of the prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the
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deceit of their own heart? They plan to make my people forget my name by their
dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for
Baal. Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my
word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says

the LORD. Is not my word like fire, says the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks a
rock in pieces?

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Hebrews 11:17-31; 12:1-3

The author of Hebrews presents us with a long list of biblical heroes whose exemplary faith
enabled them to face the trials of life. In addition to this "cloud of witnesses," we have Jesus,
the perfect model of faithful endurance.

[R] By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but
when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the walls
of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. By faith Rahab
the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she
had received the spies in peace.

And what more should | say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon,
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets--who
through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises,
shut the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the
sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign
armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were
tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection.
Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment.
They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by the
sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted,
tormented--of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts
and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground.

Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive
what was promised, since God had provided something better so that they
would not, apart from us, be made perfect.

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run
with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer
and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right
hand of the throne of God.

R This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Stand



ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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HOLY GOSPEL The Gospel according to Luke chapter 12, beginning at verse 49.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Today's gospel contains harsh words concerning the purifying and potentially
divisive effects of God's call. People who follow the way of Christ often encounter
hostility and rejection, even from those they love.

[P] “| came to bring fire to the earth, and how | wish it were already kindled! |
have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress | am under until it is
completed! Do you think that | have come to bring peace to the earth? No, | tell
you, but rather division! From now on five in one household will be divided, three
against two and two against three; they will be divided, father against son and son
against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-
law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

[ This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
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He ascended into heaven,

And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Sit

MESSAGE “Endurance”

Stand
HYMN “We Walk By Faith and Not by Sight”
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none e’er spoke, But we be - lieve Him near.
we re - joice And cry “My Lord and  God!”
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You are near And seek where You are  found.
and the Word, Be - neath the bread and  wine.
as You are, With full and end - less sight.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
[P] Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.

Other prayers are inserted here. Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to
which the congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.”

The prayers conclude:
[P] Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS

OFFERING

You may contribute online by texting the amount to 517-879-0989 and following the
prompts. Gifts may also be placed in the offering plate at the door along with the
interest sheet.

OFFERTORY MUSIC
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Stand
[P] Let us pray. Merciful Father,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have given us—
ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.



PREFACE

] The Lord be with you. k8 And also with you.

[P] Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

[P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

[P] Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;

Tru-ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

[P] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take,
eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

[P] In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new

testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

LORD’S PRAYER
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Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people
from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the
language or version closest to your heart.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
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(0] Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,

Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we pray.

And grant us peace, o Lord, we  pray.

Sit

THE DISTRIBUTION Please approach the altar as space is available. You may
receive pre-packaged communion elements, or from the common loaf, along
with an individual cup of wine or grape juice. Pre-packaged Gluten free options
are available.
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HYMN “Blest Are They”

Leader or All
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2 Blest are they, the low - ly Ones;« = = they shall in -
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king-dom  of God. Blest are they,
her - it  the earth. Blest are  they who
shall . .. be theirs. Blest are  they, the
chil - dren  of God. Blest are  they who
cause . . . of me. Re - joice, be glad,
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full of  sor - row; they shall be  con - soled.
hun - ger and thirst; they shall have their fill.
pure of  heart; theVie = 5 ¢ 3 4 shall see  God.
suf - fer in  faith; the glo-ry of God s theirs.
yours is the king-dom; shine for  all to see.
Refrain
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Yours is the king-dom of God!

Stand
[Pl The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace. Amen.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
[P] Letus pray.

[P] O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in the Sacrament, and we ask
You not to forsake Your children but always rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

[P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen.
[Pl Go in peace; serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!
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CLOSING HYMN “Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng”
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1 Re - joice, O pil - grim throng! Re - joice, give
2 With voice as full and strong As o - cean’s
3 With  all the an - gel choirs, With  all the
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saints on earth Pour out the strains of
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wave  on high,  The Cross of Christ your king.
hymns of old, The psalms  of an - cient days.
joy and bliss,  True rap - ture, no - blest mirth.
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Re-joice, give thanks, and sing!
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6 At last the march shall end;
The wearied ones shall rest;
The pilgrims find their home at last,
Jerusalem the blest.
Refrain

POSTLUDE

A 7 Praise Him who reigns on high,
The Lord whom we adore:
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
One God forevermore.
Refrain
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Our Confession

1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body and
blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not mere
symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine we receive in fact the
body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins.

2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through
faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the Gospel
made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness."

3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus Christ
and in our love for one another.

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who:

a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of the
Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord, and
concur in our confession;

b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and persistent
form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person.

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors.
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