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Visions of the end time work their way into our Easter worship. A strange and
wondrous vision from God instructs Peter about how wide the new fellowship in
Christ might be. John's vision of a new Jerusalem suggests that beginnings and
endings are tied to Jesus. And in the gospel, Jesus begins to prepare his disciples for
his departure. We, too, gather this day as Jesus' end-time community, with one foot
planted in this world and the other in the world to come.

WELCOME
PRELUDE

INVOCATION
Stand

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

[P] Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel/ Remain Standing
[P] Most merciful God,

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name. Amen.

[P] Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ,
and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your
sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



GREETING OF PEACE

As you Introduce yourself and greet those around you, please be mindful of others who do
not wish to shake hands. Other options while saying the following greeting are placing your
hand on your heart, a head nod or bowing. Peace be with you / And also with you.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

HYMN  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”
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Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570-1615: setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 888 and alleluias

Text: © 1958, renewed 1986 Hymins Ancient and Modem Ltd.; admin. Hope Publishing Co

Music: Public domain Ps. 118:24; Matt. 28:8; Is. 25:7-9: Rom. 6:9

[P] The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE (Cong. sings “c” parts)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

[P] The Lord be with you. And also with you.

[P] O God, form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love
what you command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this
world, our hearts may be fixed where true joy is found; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever. Amen.

Sit
Children are invited to the Fireside Lounge for Children’s Lesson

FIRST LESSON Acts 11:1-18

In defense of his earlier baptism of pagan believers, Peter demonstrates to the members of
the Jerusalem church that God's intention to save Gentiles as well as Jews is revealed in
Jesus' own testimony. In this way the mission to the Gentiles is officially authorized.

[P] Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles
had also accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the
circumcised believers criticized him, saying, "Why did you go to uncircumcised
men and eat with them?" Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step,
saying, "l was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance | saw a vision. There was
something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four
corners; and it came close to me. As | looked at it closely | saw four-footed
animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. | also heard a voice saying to
me, 'Get up, Peter; kill and eat.' But | replied, 'By no means, Lord; for nothing
profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.' But a second time the voice
answered from heaven, 'What God has made clean, you must not call profane.'
This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven.

"At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house
where we were. The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction
between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered
the man's house. He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and
saying, 'Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a
message by which you and your entire household will be saved.' And as | began to
speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. And |
remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, 'John baptized with water,
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." If then God gave them the same gift
that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was | that | could
hinder God?" When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God,
saying, "Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to
life."

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



SECOND LESSON Revelation 21:1-6

John's vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age has dawned; God dwells with us
already. Yet we wait for the time when the tears that cloud our vision will be wiped away.
Then we will see the new heaven, new earth, and new Jerusalem.

[P] Then|saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And | saw the holy city, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for
her husband. And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying,

"See, the home of God is among mortals.

He will dwell with them as their God;

they will be his peoples,

and God himself will be with them;

he will wipe every tear from their eyes.

Death will be no more;

mourning and crying and pain will be no more,

for the first things have passed away."
And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, | am making all things new."
Also he said, "Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true." Then he said
to me, "It is done! | am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To
the thirsty | will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life."

R] This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL [P] The Holy Gospel according to John, the 13th chapter, starting at verse
31. Glory to You, O Lord.

Jesus speaks of his glorification on the cross. As Jesus loves, even to death on the cross, so
ought his disciples love one another. Indeed, love will be the distinctive mark of Jesus'
community.

[P] When he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been glorified,
and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, | am with you only
a little longer. You will look for me; and as | said to the Jews so now | say to you,
'Where | am going, you cannot come.' | give you a new commandment, that you
love one another. Just as | have loved you, you also should love one another. By
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another."

[P] This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Sit
MESSAGE “Love One Another”

Stand



“The Strife is O’er”
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

P]

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all

people according to their needs.



Other prayers are inserted here. Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to
which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.” The prayers conclude:

[P] Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sit
ANNOUNCEMENTS

SERVICE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
OFFERING

*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-879-
0989 and following the simple prompts.

OFFERTORY SONG AND PRAYER
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[P] Let us pray. Merciful Father,
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we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given
us—ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious
love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE PREFACE
P] The Lord be with you. And also with you.

[P| Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
[P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
[P Itisindeed right ... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - 1ly Lord, God of pow-er and
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

[P] In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

[P] Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people
from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the
language or version closest to your heart.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

THE LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the orld; grant us peace, grant us peace.
Sit

THE DISTRIBUTION Please approach the altar as space is available. You may
receive the communion elements in individually pre-packaged chalices, or from
the common loaf, along with an individual cup of wine or grape juice. Gluten free
and grape juice options are available in individual pre-packaged chalices.
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HYMN “Now We Join in Celebration”
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Stand
[P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in

his grace. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE AND PRAYER
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[P] Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you
would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith towards you and in fervent love

toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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BENEDICTION

[P] Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God!

[PI The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN

“Love Divine, All Loves’ Excelling”
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bound - ed love Thou art; Vis - it us with
and O - me - ga be; End of faith, as
as Thy hosts a - bove, Pray and praise  Thee
heav’n  we take our place, Till we cast our
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Thy sal - va - ton, En - ter ev - ’ry trem - bling heart.
its be - gin - ning, Set our hearts at lib - er - ty.
with - out ceas - ing, Glo - ry in Thy per - fect love.
crowns be - fore Thee, Lost in won - der, love, and praise!
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POSTLUDE

The propers of the service are reprinted from “Words for Worship” (CD), © 1998 by Augsburg Fortress by permission. The
ordinary of the service, including the music, are reprinted from With One Voice, © 1995 used by permission Augsburg
Fortress under lic# SBLO6002

Our Confession about Communion
Our Confession
1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) body and blood
under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and wine are not mere symbols of
Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and wine we receive in fact the body and blood of
Christ for the forgiveness of sins.

2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through faith as we
eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His resurrection and
ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the Gospel made visible, and is
offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness."

3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus Christ and in
our love for one another.

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who:
a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of the Triune
God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and Lord, and concur in our

confession;
b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and persistent form of
hatred, resentment or anger against any other person.

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors.

Thank you for worshiping with us!
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